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THE COMMERCIAL,,

British Colambia Fur Trads

The winter ceason for land furs is not as
gonid as that of 1893-1,  Dealersclaimthatthe
reason for this is not that there are not as
many furs in the country, but that hard
times ave dniving hunters and trapp.rs out
of the provinco,

Very few bear ~kins have been coming in,
awing, it s said, to the mild winter, which
enables them to obtain a supply of fuud in the
meountaing, bat those that huve been doliver-
ed ere of oceptivually  good  quality,
There is a fair supply of, beaver, otter, and
mink in the market. There are a largenum-
ber of deer skins un haud, bat not as many
as last year owing to tho law being strictly
enforced in regard to shooting out of season.
Faw are being killed except gy the Indians,
Daring the season just closed, however, the
usual slaughter was still carried on until deer,
hide and all could bo bought in the markets
of British Columbia for fifty cents singly or
by the dozen. There is a strong feeling
among spurtitg men and tu dealers that the
<easol, shuald be shurtened and that it shouid
close in September.  Woolverines captured in
the Cascades, eastern British Columbia, are
more numerous and certainly show a botter
quality of fur than any ever scen in these
mathuets.  The specimens on exhibition in
Marcus Baldee's warehouses being sim ply
perfection.  Mink were very low last seasun
«nud the British Columbia dealers wereshrewd
enough ts salt them dvwn i barrels.  They
came vut i priwe condition and are selling
readily at the advanced price this secason.

Very few of ths coarser furs are being
brought in uwing tu the prices having fallen,
At Kuotenay, B, C.. and some other points in
the province the leautiful wmountain goats
are roaming ii numbers, but as their Tides
only bring about fifty ceuts cach, they are
only killed in the way of spurt. They are
not as diflicult to shout as come imagine.
They often go in fluchs and of the last lot
brought ir, six were killed by the hunter in
une .ﬁ'uw, befure they cuuld get wut of the
reach of Lis tific.  The shins make beautiful
mats bat are not popular. A large consign-
ment of all kinds of furs was recently shipped
fion here to Buston, which 13 the best ety
for British Columbia furs as well as British
Culambia fish. A cunsideralle number are
shipped to New York, but they are mostly in
the finer furs. such as beaser and otter.,

Fastern Canada are taking more furs than
eve. this season, principally beaver, the popu-
lar fur of Canada. They are shipped to
Breckville where they are prepared and dyed,

T'he market has leen rather shy on the
large lot of Australian oppussum shipped
here as an experiment and comnparatively fow
have been suld.  Now that the price of vp-
possum has advanced, the Australian product
should find a market. They are & fine article
and are a profitable fur for the importer, as
thev are almost as plentiful as rabbits in
Australia.

In leathers, sea lion hides are being handled
as an experiment. They should nmic capital
bands for machinery. as nothing could be
imagined stronger than the hide tested for the
purpose. A good many kangaroo hides im-
ported from Austtaha have alsu been suld.
while the sale of hair seal hides keeps up very
well. t agarskins fur urnamental tugs, ete.,
are not so plentiful. as the goverument
bounty 87 4 head. is the cause of their
being ~lowly hat surely extermiuated. In
this connection 2 word tw the hunters would
nut Le wut of place.  The hanter who kills a
congar has to chow the head o the govern-
ment befire he gets his bounty. To do this
they et the head from the skin aud practi-
cally spoil the skin. I1low much better it
would be if they showe 1 the whole skin, head
and all, to the government and disclosed a
Yrand on the inside of the skin that the

government could record, su that the same
skin could not be shown again.  The follow-
ing aro the current prices ruling horo:

-large- Medinm
1 K] 1 3 4
Beara, black 226,07 2040 31500 25€0 (0
" brown..... 2300 8060 1200 00 LW
g dz2ly ... 2200 1000 1500 5 1.0

v cubs 6.00 200 4™ 1.00 100
Mink, coouesvevens a6 ' 33 50
Beaser.oee. oo €00 440 6¢(0 2.00 1.00
Otter,. . oo . ... i.00 300 640 200 1.0
Fisher L €0 Ju0 500 2,00 10O
Martin, lark 230 160 24 .

R pole 1.6 S0 100 L.,
fanv..... 290 L0 Wb . . ..
Fox, rel . ..., 201 b 500 L. ves

Cross 6.00 [RL1 5«0 1060 1(0

v stlver ... 500 2500 LOCO 000 6O
Wolf.. .. ...0 ... 3w 1.¢0 .00 . .
Wolsenine, ... . . 4.00 200 300 1o
R cooon ... ..e 35 20 .25 .

Deer skins ... per po nd 8to 1o
Wild eat ..... 75 860 80 L.,
Muskeat .o0ve eens .08 .05 cee o oen
Cougar saing, heads

and {eet pattect. 4.0 vees 2,00 Ll el

The Fur Trade at Edmonton.

Daring the recont visit of the freight rates
commission tu Edmonton, Alberta. J. A.
McDougall, general merchant. of that place,
spoke before the commission in regard to
expross rates on fur as folluws: The fur
trade was the largest brauch of Edmontun’s
busineas and Fdmonton did a larger business
in buying fur direct from hunters and
trader than any uther place un the continent.
Competition was very keen and higher prices
were paid than even in Winnipeg.  T'o carry
on the business successfully it was necessary
that furs should be sent forward promptly to
reach the quarterly Tondon sales. each sale
being the basis of the prices paid until next
sale.” For this reason as well as to secure
prompt returns it was necessary tuo ship by
express. He had been informed that tho
charges should nut exceed $1u or £11 per 1wy
pounds to New York. The rates actually
paid were a- much higher as to be a severe
tax upon tho business, so severe indeed ihat
\Mr Secord, ore of the lucal fur buyers, had
found it necessary tv ship by freight and
thereby miss the London sale rather than
pay the express charges. He prepared a
statement of shipments made tu Now York
and charges paid for presentstion to the comn-
mission. ~ The fullowing is the statement of
express charges:

{tate per

1394 Ibs.  charges 100 1bs
Jan.,  d,oneprarcel, ... . 27 42 15 74
Jan. 11, " .o . k) 12.45 17 20
¥eb, 6, : 0 1210 10.00
Sept 17, 120 19.80 16.5)
Nov. 23, 34 905 2 62
Nov, Y, W iieesees 50 10 €0 21.60
Dee. 8, - ceesse 2us 15 2.34 154,37
Dee % 10 2.6 20.0)
Dee 17, " 5 *9.856 21 00
hee. 22, " 175 16.00 9.00

The ahove charges inclue insurance at the
rate of about one-third of one per rent on
the value of the furs shipped,  As will be
seen the charges vary from 39.0 per 1 to
S26.62 per 109 pounds.

The anuual meeting of McClary Benefit
Society of London, Ont., was celebrated on
Tuesday night with a concert in Somerset
Hall, The society, which is composed of em-
ployees of the McClary Manufacturing
Company, paid out in sick benofits last year
R777.25, and there is still a balance of 8195 26
t tho credit of the -ociety. One hundred
and six moembers or over one-third of the
membership. reccived benefits dnring the
year. There were three deaths: J. Cole.
W. Johnsun aud J. Williams, 1the latter two
being old employees), The society has now
been in uperation for about thirteen years,
and during that time between $£9,000 and
$10,00V have been paid out in sick benefits.

besides providing members with the services
of a medical attendant frec of charge.

Manitoba Finances,

Following is an abstract of the estimates
of the province ag presonted to the legislatuw
on Monday by the provincial treasurer :

Estimated exponditure, - Legislation, &1..
700.00; exvcutive council, {LH0.00; treas.
ury department, 329,825.00 ; speeially author.
ized, 8128,198.69; provincial treasurers de-
pattent, {8,8)0,00), dopartment of edu.
cation, f123,600.00, dopartment of agreul-
ture and immigration, $66,528.59, attorney

cneral’s departinent, $123,616.00, provincial
ands departinent, 822,000, raillway com.
missivuers’  department, S6,400,0u; publie
works department, $163,062.80, municipal
commi~dutier, SLOUIB UL, Total, 3TL0,271.63,
ENTIMATED REVENUE,
subady . Lt 8503,089.74

Intorest on school lands fuud  10,000.0.
Fines ...... e e, 1,000.00
Fees .. . ... ... ........ 2,000.00
County conrt fees 12.000,1n)
Lawstamps . ............. 12,000.00
Laud titles  general fees 30,000 G4
Marriage licenses 1,500.00
.-\[nnitn?m (iazotteo 8,000.00
Sale of statutes .. ........... 800.00
Three per cent., gross carn’gs  9,u00.00
Liquor lvenses, .. .......... 26,000,m
Interest 81.000.0
Private bills 700.11)
Refunds 2,000.00
Pravineinl lands o 2,000.5
Support of incurables 300,00
Snpport of lnaties 29,000.00
Insurance act fees 12.00U.0
Suecession dues 8,000.00
Sundry revenue 3,000,110

Tatal 718,089.7%

Spirits and Tobacco

The annual repmit of the inland tevenue
department, just issued, gives these suats
tics.

Cigars manufaciured in Winuipeg dunng
(1)(8)8*’ 1,783,700 . an iucrease vver 1593 of 2un,-

Nuwmber of Cigars on which duty was paud,
L314,150, nwnber yet in warchouse, 399.-
325.

Spirits catered fur cunsumption  during
1891, 183,888,97 gallons.

Duty paid on spirits, $209.009,0u.

Malt wanufactured in Winnipeg duting
1804, 1,500,119 pounds.

Malt entered for cousumption, same prerwd,
1,572,295 pounds.

Malt liquor manufactured in Winmpeg
during 1891, 192,119 gallons.

Tobaccu entered for consumption . Win-
nipeg during the year LH7,150 pouids, Un
this duty collected $161.862.

Then talk about hard times.

'WISCONSIN CENTRAL

LINKES.

LATEST TIME CARD.

Daily Through Trains.

12.45 pm; 8.25 pm Lv Minncapolis. Ar] 8.40 any 4 20 pm
1.25 pm; 7.15 vm Lv. St Paul Ar] 8.00 am| 3.40 pm
| $03 pmyLyv.  Duluth  Ar 1110 am

745 pm'L\'. Ashland  Ar} 816am
7.16 am'10.05 am'Ar.  Chicago Lv.| 6.00 pm.12.40 p

Tickots sold and baggage checked through to all
points In the United Statos and Canada,

Closo connection made in Chicago with all tyains going
East and South.

For full totormation apply to your niarcat ticket agend
or

JAS, C. POND,
Gen. Pass, Agt. Wilwaukee, Wiy




