
COfl 01%1MZdftoIxÀcd« 9015

Zbe Commercial
WVINNIPEG, MAY 8. 1893.

BILEl TWI1KEI
Somocy masina te ba aeokirg'fer p2llîlcal

capital or personal, notorîety eut cf the binder
twlne quetlon, or perhapi lu la culy au effort te
pose &s a philantbrapi3t and gorai friend cf
tha furier. Se correspiondence was reaently
published lu the Winnipeg Free Press regard.
lng hindar twine, ever the signature ef twe
M.F's., and this correspondence amanote de.
cldedly cf tht) ways cf the politioian. Iu the
fira latter a Manitoba M P. endeavera te taire
nte hîmsîf ail the aredit for arrangîag a plan

whereby the price cf binier twins would ha re-
duced te the fariner. W'e niay &ddt that the
plan has not yet gene loto praatice ; but tbis
unîniportant matter ef datail dacs net hinder
the sald M.P. fricin maklng a big effort, aver.
his ewn signature, te pose ai a general philan.
thropiat and farinera' friand. Thel14cr la frein
N. floyd, member cf parliainont for Marqtuette,
Manitoba, lu wbich hoe teili cf bis effirta tW se.
cure cheap twine for the farnerà, by a uew ana
remnarkably businasa-like plan, quit. wertby cf
a great economniat. Mr. loyd went te Ottwa,
cr course, lait aseion, and there he met a main-
ber frein the far eait, who la interestedl lu the
manufactura cf binder twine. Acuording te
Mr. Boydti stery, ha prcp3sed ta the binder
twine man that the manufacturera cf twino
aboutid oeil direct te the farinera, instoad of
reaohing tho farinera through the deaiera. Thé
plan proposait was te werk r'pm the philan.
threpio proponsitiai cf the Canaiian Pacifia
rallway, aud indue the compiny te ge into op-
position te the deaisul lu the bindar twine
traie. The compiny wai te se1 thea lwiuo at
coëtI t the farinera, threugh ils station agents,
&Il over the country. WVhat a bnsiuess.like
entérprise thia is ! Three great philantbrepists
uniting their effirts to assist ci'ong the poor,
down-treddeu fariner. Boyd, the iaventer and
patentee cf the plan; the twîne manufacturera,
who are wiUling te maire tha great sacrifice- cf
selling direct te tha fariner (fer sp3t; cash, cf
course, and n riait taken), providing Ibis ex-
pensa cf aelling cau be piacod upon etheal-; and
lsatly, the railway, which weuld negleat its
legitimale calling tW retait a cemmedity direct
tW the consumer, ail fer nolhing. Baya takes
ltae aradil; lte twine people taire the ceuh (cela
cash only, tbsy wili net seil on credit la tbis
way); and thea railway aornplny does the
work.

Thougis there la au effort te taka much credit
for this acharne, lte only sacrifice la ou the part
of tùe rai!way, whlcb wcnld giva the tume cf
its employeea lu the work cf distribnling and
collecting for lise twine. As we underatandibte
malter, thea railway company bas net agreed te
lte propoai yet, aud we hope tisat ne sncb an
agreement will be mado. It la bardiy a legiti-
mate direction for raitlway anterprise, entering
loto ccunpetitien witb tisa Marchants tramn
wbomn it recoives Ils trafia se Lirgely. It wii
ha obsrvedt that tisa twista cempany wili agree
ta ei in la ib way only fer cash. These wbr,

bave noeuah wlll bo obligea te huy frein the
dealers as balt e. The' teodenoy oi tbis wli
bc tp draw cash whiob saboutid go te tise store-
keeper. Farmnera will acrape up their cash te
buy twine tiscougis the' railway company,
and defraud the Mahenat ont cf bis rigista.
Thuis the mnanufacturera would de all lte wu
trade dlrectÈ with tbe consumera, wilboul bear-
in- sny expanse cf distribution, while lise un-
desirable credit buniness would bs thrown upon
the dealers, who aise bave te beir cons!deraMeo
axpenie lu bandling lthe comutodlLy, and isba
counId oct therefore compote for the cash <rade,
even if they sold at cosf. These littIe saps te
lbe farmnera arc cnly inteniel te take their at.
tention frem other and more vital maltera.

As for tae twiun ufcuoa ltey ara al
rlgbî. They bave ne shara of tho expense cf
Ibis mode cf d -iatribition, and they insist up>u
the ciish. The balance cf the snpply wilt bc
scia lu the wbolasale dealers, who a-e gond psy,
sud lise oredit traite vdll ba lhrown upon the
retalers Ibrougiout the country. Tbero le
netblng very creditabie lu Ibis, wisen tise thlag
la sifted dewn, though an effort la made te make
Il .ppear liko a wonierful developinent cf
philinthropy ail Ibrougit. Iu eact te Malte
Ibermoat capital ouI t oftise thing. Mr. Boyd
misquotes tie p.ice cf twioa. He says Man-
itoha farmîne were charged 15 le 20 cents par
pound for twiste, solI Ibat Ibis price was se ex-
cessive, ln comparisen 'wilh lthe cost ci the
article, tisaI ho was leid te propose this plan cf
getling thse twins ta the farimer te reduce its
cost. The fact le, tise price cf twina lu Man-
Itoba latt year ranged frein 12 te 15 cents par
pound, ana Ihis for amail lets ent crodit, rilla a
libcral discount fer cash. For larger quaintitias
a considerable, reductien was made, se tisat by
clubbing logaîhar, farinera couid get their îwina
oe cent las par pound, tisat reduction baing

Made on 3,000 poun&a lots.
If Ibis plan of retilling hinder Iwine lsaitd-

opted, the hast lhing the dealers ceuld de
wouid ba te refusa antiraiy te hindle the article,
sud tisus leave the credit as well as the cash
trade ts thse ph7tltnropisls. If Ibis course
isere. adoptaid, the huik cf the Manitoba cop
wouid prchably ho ruinad for lack of"twine.
D.alers new tait of greatly curtailing tiseir
ordera, in view cf tise possibiiity cf Ibis ar-
rangement gaiog lato effect, se that il thore is
a dearth o! tivine naxt harvest, whoae fault will
it ho ? __ _ _ _

AN INTRNIATIONAL TALK.
The Winnipeg Board cf Traita his dociaed

t: sendl deiêgates le the recipredity convention,
wblcb la to be held aI St. Paul, Minnesots, in
June. This convention bas growsa out et a
movemant which BiraI to frmn lu e convert-
tien at Grand Foiks, 'Nor!hb Dakota, last
antumu. The business people cf Grand Fc:ks
firaI totk up lise question of comme-.ial rela-
tionship with Western Canala, and shcwed
thaîr eanestnesa lu tho malter by cclling an
lnternationi convention te discuta te variant
commercial questions cf iuterest tW the p2ople
on aither aideocf tise boundary. The reslt cf
tise BiraI gshering aI Grand Forts was, tisaI it
was doclded te cal! another convention at tîse
large commercial 6ity cf St. Paul aI an tarly
<tate, and Ibis la what la now heicg doue.

The resuit of the preaidentiai electien, which
bas taion pince alnce the Girandi Fore conven.
tion wa-s held, bas beau ta materlally improvo
the outlook for greater tradoe frcedorm botwcen
tho two peoples. To tîsis extent the St. P>aul
convention will be held undor mure favorable
auspices than wa% the case with the Birat one at
Grand Forks. I'hore la now a gond prospect
for the broaking down of the artificial barriors
te tradte, which have beou erootcd on each aide
of the boundary. The people of the Uniteud
Statut have dezinap daclsivaily for lar u-
ties, nd ln tbis country aise the current la
attting lu btrengly in favor of tariff reform.
W'e tharefere have at the moment the trend of
public opinion in eaob country moving toward
the reduction of the tatiff. The convention
wiIl certainly hclp materially lu aasiating this
niovoment. It la praotically cettel that the
convention will declaro almoat if nlot entirely
unauimoudIy luf&vor cf greater trado frcdom
botween lte two couattcks. Th% e ffect of the
convention la cortain te inorease the feeling in
faver of tariff reforni lu general, and particu-
ladly in the caaq of products passing between
tho two couintries.

There la anothar point whiela is wetty ot
notice, au ebowing tha changed conditions
which now exist, as compired witb a short lime
ago. The last generai tlection ln Canada was
a decisive declaration agiinst anything lu the
tari of a tarif compact tvith the United
Statea. Sioce the general t iections this feel-
ing baa grcwn, and commercial union, or ure-
atricted reciprocity as it is sometlnea c'allad, le
now a dead letter lu Canada. The presidential
election ln the United States republia was aiseo
a crnishing defeat for the tiriff compact party.
The resuit %vas a deoidad deciaratien against
tariff compacte and diffarential treaies. Tho
peop!e of each country have doclared Lhit tbay
are oppo!ed tW the principia cf tariff compacts,
and it la therefore net likoly that any effort
will bo made to being forward Ibis idea at the
convention.

Iu this connection, the action of the Winni.
'peg Board et Trade la -wortby of notice.
The board bas instructcd ils delegates
te "Ioppobeo any mevemeut lu favor of
a tariff compact between Canada and the Uni.
ted States which would intarfere with the froc-
dom ci elter country in inaltiug tatiff or raci-
procity arrangementa wilh any other nation."
Iu viaw cf the possibility cf any discussion
coming np upon the question of commercial
union, this instruction te the delegatos cf the
Winnipeg board ls very Wise ana necessaxy.
But lu the face cf Ibis whoiesomo declaration
from the Winuipg board, il la net iikely that
any discussion upon the tariff, will lead lu the
direction of commercial union. The Winnipeg
delogs.tes train the boa-td et t-rade have furthor
beeu iustructed te aupport any movement for
securing a reduction of import tariffs lu both
ceuntriee toward a revenue bais. Thsis, with
the instructions te oppose any preposal lu the
direction et a tariff compuct, places the Winni.
peg delegates upon a sound piatform as regarda
tho tarIff. IL aIse places them ripou a platforma
which harmonizes with tho poliiafof the pros.
eut administration in the United States. The
policy et the WVashington geverument, it is
well knewn, la i l aver cf a general reduotien


