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BINDER TWIKE,

Somebody seems to boe seokicg for palitical
capital or personal notoriety out of the binder
twine queation, or porhaps it is only an effort to
pose ss a philanthropist and general friend of
the farmer. Somse correspondence was recently
published in the Winunipeg Free Press rogard-
ing blader twine, over the siganature of two
M.P’s, and this correspondence smacks do-
cidedly of the ways of the politician, In the
first letier a Manitoba M.P. endeavora to take
unto himself all the credit for arranging a plan
whereby the price of binler twine would be re.
duced to the farmer. We may add that the
plan has not yet gone futo practice; but this
unimportant matter of detail docs not hinder
the said M.P. from makiog o big effort, over:
his own sigoature, to pose a3 a general philan-
thropist and farmers’ friend. The Ister i3 from
N. Boyd, member of pa:liameat for Marquette,
Manitoba, in which he tells of his effirts to se.
cure cheap twine for the farmers, by a new and
remarkably business-like plan, quite worthy of
@ great economist. Mr. Boyd went to Ottawa,
of course, last session, and there he met a mem-
ber from the far cast, who is interested in the
manufactare of bjader twine. According to
Mr. Boyd’s story, he propssed to the binder
twine man ibat the manufacturers of twine
ahould sell direct to the farmers, iastead of
reaching tho farmers through the dealers. Tha
plan proposed was to work vp)n the philaa-
thropic propensities of the Canalian Pacifie
railway, and induce the company to go into op-
position to the dealer3 in the binder twine
trads.  The company was to se’l the twiue at
cost to the farmers, through its station agents,
all over the country, What a business.like
entérprise this ia ! Three great philantbropists
uniting their efforts to uasist a'ong the poor,
down-trodden farmer. Boyd, the inventor and
patentee of the plan; the twine manufucturers,
who are willing to meke the gceat sacrifice-of
selling direot to the farmer (for spot cash, of
course, aud nd risk taken), providing ths ex-
pense of selling can be placed upon others; and
lastly, the railway, which would neglect its
legitimate calling to retail a commodity direct
to the consumer, all for nothing. Boyd takes
the oredit; the twine people take the cash (cold
cash only, they will not sell on credit in this
way); and the railway compiny does the
work.

Though there is an effort to take much credit
for this scheme, the only sacrifice is on the part
of tize railway, which would give the time of
its employees in the work of distributing and
collecting for the twine. Aswe underatand the
matter, the railway company has not agreed to
tho proposal yet, and we hope that no such an
agreement will be made. It is hardly a legiti.
mate direction for railway enterprise, entering
into competition with the merchants from
whom it receives its traffic so largely. It will
ba observed that the twine company will agree
to seil in this way only for cash, Those whbe

havo no cash will bo obliged to buy from the
dealers as before. The' tendency of this will
be te draw cash whioh should go to the storo.
keeper, Farmers will scrapo up their cash to
buy twine tbrough the  railway company,
and defraud the morchant out of his rights,
Thus the manufacturera would do alt the cash
trade direct with the consumers, without bear-
ing uny expenso of distribution, while the un-
desirablo credit business would be thrown upon
the dealers, who also have to bear considerable
expense in handling the commodity, and who
conld not therefore compete for the cash {rade,
even if they sold at cosf. These little sops to
the farmers are only intened to take their at.
tention from other and more vital mattera,

As for the twine manufactmers, they are all
right. They have no share of tho expense of
this mode of distribation, and they insist upon
the cash. The balance of the supply will be
20ld to the wholesale dealers, who ave good pay,
and the oredit trade will be thrown upon the
retailers throughout the country. Thero is
nothiog very creditable in this, when the thing
is sifted down, though an effort is made to muke
it “ppear like a wonlerful development of
philaathropy all through. In order to make
the most, oapital out of the thing. Mr. Boyd
misquotes the price of twine, He says Man.
itoba farmaers were charged 15 to 20 cents per
pound for twine, anl that this price was so ex-
cessive, in compavison with the cost of the
article, that he was 12d to propose this plan of
getting the twine to the farmer to reduce its
cost, The fact is, the price of twine in Man.
itoba last year ranged from 12 to 15 cents por
pound, and thia for amall lots on credit, with a
liboral disconnt forcash. For larger quantities
a considerable reduction was made, so that by
clubbing together, farmers could get their twine
one uent less per pound, tbat reduction being
made on 3,000 pound lots.

If this plan of retailig binder twine is ad-
opted, the best thing the dealers could do
would be to refuse entirely to handle the article,
and thus leave the credit as well ag the cash
trade t2 the philanthropists, If this counrse
were, adopted, the bulk of the Manitoba crop
would probably be rained for lack of twine.
D.alers now 1alk of greatly cartailing their
orders, in view of the possibility of this ar.
rangement golag iato effect, so that if thers is
a dearth of t #ine next harvest, whose fault will
it be?

AN INTERNATIONAL TALK.

The Winnipeg Board of Trade his decided
t2 send delegates to the reciprocity convention,
which is to be held at St, Paul, Minveaots, in
June. This convention has grown out of a
movement which first took form in tne conven-
tion at Grand Fuks, North- Dakota, last
antumn. The business people of Grand Forks
fiest took up the question of commersial rela-
tionship with Western Canala, and showed
their earnestness in the matter by calling an
international convention to discuss the various
commercial questions of interest to the pz2ople
on either side of the boundary. The result of
the first gathering at Graud Forks was, that it
was decided to call another convention at the
large commercial city of St. Paul at an early
date, and this is what is now beicg done.

.

The result of the presidential election, which
has taken place sinco the Grand Forks conven.
tion was held, has been to materially improvo
tho outlook for greater trade freedom botween
tho two peoples. To this exteat the St. Paul
convention will bo held under more favorable
auspices than was the case with the firat one at
Grand Forks. [I'here is now a good prospect
for tho breaking down of the artificial varriors
to trade, which havo beon crected on each side
of tho boundary, The people of the United
Statos have doclared declsively for lower du-
ties, and in this country also the current is
setting in strongly in favor of tariff reform.
We therefore have at the moment the trend of
public opinion in each country moving toward
the veduction of the tarif. The convention
will certainly help materially in assisting this
movemeot. It is practically certain that the
couvention will declare almost if not entirely
unanimously in favor of geeater trade freedom
between the two countries, The effuct of the
convention is cortain to inorease the feeling in
favor of tariff reform in general, and particu-
latly in the casq of products passing between
the two countries.

There i{s another point which is wostby of
notice, as showing ths changed conditioas
which now exist, as compared with a short time
ago. The last general election in Canada was
a decisive declaration against anything in the
form of a tariff compact with the Uunited
States, Since the general elections this feel.
iog has grown, and commercial union, or unre.
strioted reciprocity as it is sometines called, is
now a dead letter in Canada. The presidential
election in the United States republic was also
a crushing defeat for the tariff compact party.
The result was a decided declaration against
tarift compacts and differential treaties. The
people of each countey have declared that they
are oppoled to the principle of tariff compacts,
and it is therefore not likely that any effort
will be made to bring forward this idea at the
convention.

In this connection, the action of the Winni.
peg Board of Trade i3 worthy of notice,
The board has instructed its delegates
to ‘ oppose any movement in favor of
a tariff compact between Canada and the Uni.
ted States which would interfere with the free.
dom of either country in making tariff or reci-
procity arrangements with any other nation.”
In view of the possibility of any discussion
coming up upon the question of commercial
union, this instruction to the delegates of the
Winnipeg board is very wise and necessary. .
But in the face of this wholesome declaration
from the Winnip>g board, it is not likely that
any discussion upon the tariff, will lead in the
direction of commercial union. The Winnipeg
delegates from the board of trade bave further
been instructed to support any movement for
securing a reduction of import tariffs in both
countries toward a revenuno basis, This, with
the instractions to oppose any proposal in the
direotion of a tariff compact, places the Winuni-
peg delegates upon a sound platform as regards
the tariff. It also places them upoa a platform
which harmonizes with the polic’ of the pres-
ent administration in the United States. The
policy of the Washington government, it is
well known, is in favor of a general reduction



