
12 THE CRITIC.,

TIRE BRIDE 0F AN fOUR.
(Oontiriued.)

"Oh, bow laie yau are," excisimed Essy, rusbing up ta bier lu bystenical
jay when ber sharp cycs ospiad ber, "suad oh, where did you get those
aunowdrapa 1"

IlI ain quito unabie ta, kil you; I fouud ibean an my table."

Il know,"' nodding ber hcad aagcly, IlIvon sent them. Come, don'it
look so*innocent;I1 believe you hike hlm a lot."

CeI will ask hirn if you like," Sheila said, uumoved by tbe elfes Zandiage,
seeing IVOn Russel apprenichiug theni.

Ia Werc you the kind giver of these VI askcd Sheila boldly pointiug ta the
snowdrops.

"M be 1 no ; I could net fiud enrugh to make a buttor-hole, mucb le8s
sucb fine posies as these," hie said, witb au aniused sanile ai Essy, whe was
tugging bum vioientiy by the coat-tail te carry hlmn off for a dance.

I wonder who did give thein te me," she queried, as she watched the
litie maid go off triumphantiy wlt hber bandseuae patuor, ber white lace
frock fiying in bazy clauds about ber as ahe ski.mmcd round the roomn as
light as a feaiberweightin the strong arms of Russe].

"1My dear chiid, why are you bere 1" said a voire ibat sent a rich colon
surging in bier face and neck, and evon Cars

Sheila '.,ad stelen loto thc picture galleny, where she could escape notice,
feeling tco sby ta court attention by remaining alus l i he merry tbrong.

"I likr coming berr," slie urged, in confusion, studying bard the carpet
- at ber fce.

IlAnd in bide yourself like sanie hedge.vielet ; but tc-night Essy is
qucen cf the revels, while you are ber vice-quaen, therefore I claim yau for
the next wahiz."

She ahot a giance of aniazement 'whichbcli construed te mean he was too
far advanced lu life for an>' sucb gaycty.

"I arn uot quite a Methuselali," bc said lu strained toues; of vexation.
"I did not nican you were, Sir John, oly-oly-"t

Halad it been ni> nepbow who asked yen---"
"Indeed, no," she nrged, earnestly, placing ber baud on bis atm depre-

catingiy; Ilait was the houer you paid MeC ini =yPosition."

"eWbcn wiil you cease ta put tbis kcen-edged sward betiveen us," be
broke forth, almosi passionaicly. Il Wbaî do you lack as a truc gentle-
woman 1 Ycu bave the riches ci youth, beauty, aud refluement cf ne
ordin.ry type."

Il Blut I am peor, iusiguificant, yei I arn proud,"l sbe said, paintedl>',
wiîhdrawiug herscîf from hlm, Iland, iudeed, f must not stay.."

Before abc couid fi>' from hlm hbc bad caugbî ber banda, aud looking
down ia the piteous uifle face, said tenderly :--I I arn resoived not Ia lct
yen go tlii ju explain yauracîf, se look upon jourseif as my prisone-r."

diI cannai tell yeu," she murniurtd, hanging down ber hcad, abished
twih sharne. IlOh, do please let me go."

Suddeuly anc cf those intuitive flashes cf light darted upon bis mmd-
that she recoiled frein him because abc believcd she shouid losc bis and ber
own esteean tei listent to hlmn, ibat, in faci, bc was trifliig with ber innocent
affections and friendiisa position.

Tht blond mountcd te, bis cheek as thetihoughî sirucc hinm, and ycî,
painfiai as il was, lb gave hlm rcnewed courage and bope, for ber visible
shrinking frein him did not, perhaps, tocan indiffcreuce.

etListen, sweet litile suowdrop," bc pieaded, softiy. IlDi net flincb
frein me, I lave yau."

"Love nie," ishe repcatcd; don'î niock me., but iet me go."
"For Gnd7s sake do net refuse ta hear me. child," bce urged, buskily.

"You arc laboring under saine terrible errai ; ail I covet, all 1 desite is for
yen ta share my lite, te bc ni> own dariing liitlc vite; corme, tell me,
swcet, bavn't yau thougbt ail kinds cf naughîy thinga of me for daring te
aspire ta jeu ait ni> age, eh !"

IlAgpire," sbc ead, dreamlly, as he caught ber tai hlm in tht rapture
of the moment, for bc saw in tbose sunny bnown ejes somnething
whicb fallcdl lais sou! witb greai jey.

a'Sheila, my love, yen can neyer kuow wbat yen are te me, or boy bit-
teri>' I bave sulfcred sance you aveided me. i sccmcd you shunncd me

becuse I ivas getîiug lu tht serc and ycllow leaf, tbough my> h cari as as
youug as a boy's t0 jeu."

.6 Itas mat that, and yen kuaw its" ahc declarcd carnestl>'. déI1fcarcd
inyself, it seemcd impassiblet you cou& visa a imple giil lake, me tu bcv
yeur vile."

deItin tht one hope and dreain o! mly lite, child, ta suatcb yen te
inyseit wiîh the greed a miser fecels to clutch a board o! treasure."

".Anad yen realiy îhiuk I amn wax Lb>," sate pursued, s greai rap-ure fi*-
ing evea>' sense and fibre lu bar sensitive franie.

Il Worthy," he repeaied, pattiug witb cares3ing lingerng fingers bier
bilky bcad ; if 1 couli euh> feel iL passible te bo wonthy o! jeu, dariing
child."

ia To rue yon arc a liug," shec said, biding ber biusbing face on bis breasi.
Sir John ravished noend of sweet kmes frein ber dewy quivcring lips

tli she (clt almasi fafni viih ecsiasy, and begged hum shyl>' me reicase ber.
Thtis simple innocent girl had kindled a love as deep and unqaurbcable

in the barenet's hecart as deaib ieif.
«Carne witht m; I amn geiug ta place on ibis dear band o'.r brotital

àtua6,,ont belonging ta, ni> motber," leading ber ta the librar>', Wherc a
splendid c'rved ebon>' cbintt etood lu a rcest.

Taking a smali kcy frorn bis chaira, be aanlockcd it,aud discloscd a daiz-
!Dg collection cf magnificentjevels, principaily licirloarna cf the fainil>'.

ILOW 1avel" sejcatd iu ami%-metit.
aThcy ehal ai be yurs, dnrling,a he said fondly, sclecting a supcrb

sapphire and brilliant ring of great value, and trying it on ber finger.
Ia It lits ta a uicety," hc observcd, with cvident gratification, se she beld

up ber band with childish delight ta catch the darting rays from the flishing
geins.

aNow you must let me cla8p Ibis bracelet on your erra.
It was an op-il one, full of tire, eacb stane as large as a pea.
I shall Inok like sanie eastern princesse" she cxclairned gicefuli>'

"what will Esoy say when she Becs my grandeur, I wonder ?
IlSay yau look divine, of course, as I do. Mfadcap loves you ilearly,

and wjhl lovc you mare when you became her little mammr-"
"L3 tbat you S'ila," catted out Walty (romn thc end of the cotridit.
"Yes, dear," she respnndcd, Il do yau want me 1"
"Yes, of courde I do, le grumhied ; Il that adape, Betsy, bas made mny.

negus cald as ice, it is enougli ta poison ane."
Il Ltt him wait, he is too exacting," Sir John obscrved, lth ta boac ber

for a marnent from his sight.
Il Here I am,"a ahe chirpoi, flitting into the zoomu likc a sunbearm, Il you

shahl soon have some nice and bot."
Tho% spirkliug jewcls, an ber arm and finger, caugbt bis glance, and be

looked at ber with a ghastly face aud eyes fierce as a wild animil's.
IlWhat is tbe matter 'iaho asked iu terror, sbriaking fromn him; are yau

iii, do tell me?"
IlWho gave you those 1" hm dcrnauded, ho3xsaly, pointing to het atm and

baud.
Ilis toue, so barsh, sa utterly diff.-rent ta bis usual querulous feeble

one, sends thc warrm blond rushiug madly fromn ber beart, Ieaving the swoet
face as wbite as ber gawn.

II-I-at Icast Sir J )hn gave tbein to me," she stimmeied, twistiug
the costly baubie nervously round and round hcr delicate wrist.

IMy father !' bc gasped incroduiously, bis eyes blazing with lurid ligbt
terrible ta look upan. IlMy fither, is be maid ?" breaking out iuto a wild
miribles laugh, that thrilled ber soul with an awful foar.

"1WahIy, you terrif>' me," she said, with a shudder, putting out ber
bande as if ta -ard off a blow. "lSir John bas asked me ta say here for
Cver, ta, lu fact, take the place of yaur deax mother. 1 thought yau wauld
bave been pleased if you really cared for me."

IYau a inother 1" he criod, in a iiigh.pitched voica. IlGad forbid, the
vcry beavens would condcrnn such a wroug, and huri its cur-"

IlFor pity's sake, Wally, say no marc," she urged; Ilyou are distraught,
put eut, and knaw not what cruel words you are saying," tryiug ta take bis
tibm restless hind ta soothe the turbulent nature into calmness.

IGo ! ' bc said, morosciy . Il go ta your ' youtbful ' lover, tbe despisedl
crlppile cin turn bie face ta tho wall and die."

IlYou make me very miserable," she said, tearfuily; I ihought the
ncws wouid have given you picasure.

IlThink, keep rbinking, auly go," was bis sulicu repi>', hiding bis face
in the silktu covttrî.

«%Vau't yeu ]et me make you somec frcsh negus."
No, I Lsy 1" tbis iu a very frenzy of wild passion that sent ber flyiug

out of the room with a pallid, scarcd face, and a tuuit of keen bitter pain
ai bis brutal, inexplicable conduct.

I thougbt be liked me, even admircd, me," ahe rnused witb a sbivcr as
she made ber way ta the library ta coilect'lier dazed faculties, and stirred
the rcd, fast dyiug embers mbt rcewed life. Il Lut ihat was ouly the
dependent, the haired meuil, whoso business it is ta waiî and minister tai his
camionse, 1 sec it aile" clasping hcr sniall bands together iu dccp wretched-
ness, and iaking cff the offending bracelet.

ISheila, wherc arc you 1" callcd the abrili treble voice of the litile qucen
of tht retecls.

Wiping lier tear-staiued fice haetily, Sheila went ta mci the daint>'
lacc-ciad maîden, ta reccive a running tire of rebuke (or her absence.

When the happy tidings wec toid ta Eïasy by tho barouet, ahe danced
and capcrcd about iikc a wiid Indian lu cxcess of joy.

'a Oh!1 bowv lavel>," she cxclaimed, throwing ber arms ln childisb affe:c-
tion around Sheiia's ncck, and kb2siug the pretty 'ilushiug face- again and
agaîn,-jou wihllneer go away now. 0.1, wbat fun wc ail have together,
m4tmm , Sacala, )ou shahl have a flac swing this was met elI*s acmc of reat
blhss, tu bc perpetual swinging),uext ta mine, aad ivc'h1 get flbblc the gaz-
decr to swing us ai day."

IA iost dignificd amusem.-nt I iust say," put lu hier father with a
Liid %m;lc, -fui t1lt futur, Lad.j Ravenscouri.

IlI amn sure Sheila would like it,"I pers*!stcd 24cidcalp; Il if shes goirig ta
bcrny Dcv muarma , 1 don't sec wvhy sho shouidn't play svith mie. She isn't
,Poin tagSet aid and ttatcly ail ai once, papi."

lepaîted the saucy uitile head, and said, witb a wcalth of teudernesa:
ISheila will alaçays bc your guide, friend, and playfellaw, child, azd

naw ta tell our happy tidings ta Waily, hb. ivili bc overjoyed, for lic is
dcopiy aiîached ta yoa, deareat."

fThc ras>' mouth quivcrs ard ber ejes droop at tht mention of Wally, as
tht baranud tucked be-r band under bis atm, for sho drcadcd, lest father aud
sou in the corning interview wonld bave words, for, loyal girl tbat she was,
not a sentence had sbe brcaîbed of bis sîrange conduct the night beforc.

Whcn îhty euîered the invaliiYs zoomu, 'Lhey found him lying back on
bis piliowA i n a luitas, tifecss iva>, bis face rigid in its seté deaih-likc stili-
ncss,,vbilc bis ryca gleamcd like living cciii cf fire.

-"Why, mny son, you czunot, bc vehi : the b>rIonet said in great couceru ,
"1 shahl suinion advicc iustantiy."

INet iveli," the youth repeated, catchiog bis crutch and raisiug hirusehf
up witb ala.cnil>, "jeou arc naistakcD, sir, I amn neither bter nor worse tbauz
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