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Mr. Chapleau, speaking in the House of Commons on
Wednesday last on Mr, McCarthy ‘s dual language motion, said
he wished to quote, without delay, the opinion of an experienced
statesman who had given warning of the nmpohey of all such
attempts to denationalize the French. ¢ If successful,’ he had
said, * what would be the result 2 You may Americamze but
you can never Anglicize. Lt them feel that thewr nights and
privileges are respected and tho last hand that waves the
British flag in the Domivion will be that of a French Cana-
dian.” Those were the words of Lord Elgm, and he asked
the House to remember and deliberate upon them.

The somewhat serions charge brought by the Empire
against the Mail and its Editor-in-chief, Mr. Farrer, that the
latter, while in Washington, activoly, and personally, and
secretly sought to promote the annexation of Canada to the
United States, forms the subject already of judicinl investiga-
tion. It rests, therefore, with the Courts, to whom the ac-
cused partics have appealed, and to the Courts only, to de-
termine just what amount of truth thero is in the charges,
whether they are snpported by definite and incontestuble
evidence, or whether Mr. Farrer is meroly unfortunate
in having hobnobbed while he was in Washington in a con-
spicuously friendly way with certain United States Senators
composing the committee upon Canadian Relations. ‘Ihis
question being now sub judice 1t is no longer proper to dis-
cuss it.

We may, howover, without at all touching upon the ques-
tion of the truthfulness or untruthfulness of the particular
charge which forms the subject of legul mmquury, say a word
upon a question extraneous to and outside of 1t, the question
of tho course of the Mail newspaper in 1tstreatment of Cana-
dian affairs for some years past. TFor certainly three years
past the Mar has devoted 1tself with great skill and enorgy
towards creating dissatisfaction in the different provinces of

the Canadian Dominion with our existing political condition,

Tho language and race differonces betweon Ontario and
Quobee have been exnggerated and embittered by its utter-
ances; tho constitution has been c:iticized as dofective and
insufficient ; tho North-West and the Maritimo Provinces
alike have been encouraged in the belief that thoy have no
economic interests in common with Quubee and Ontario ; and
the impossibility of the geographically attenuated sections of
the Dominion doing business with each other, iterated and
reiterated till any one, as the Montreal Guzette truly says,
rending and accepting all the paper’s- statements ** would be
convinced that tho federalion was on the verge of dissolution
and that the longer the collapse was delayed the greater
would be the risk for a violent disruption.”” That, we think,
isa fairstatoment of what tho M«il of late years has beon doing.
It has gone in for a propaganda of politieal pessimism ; and so
far as we can judge the programme hus not been remarkably
succesful. The Mail has been a great public irritant, but it
has not yet led Canadians to lose confidence in their countey,
Canada, as the Gazette says is too great a country to be swayed
from its national course by the influence of any journal Low-
ever powerful, or the action of the legislation of any foreign
nation ; and before any change in the direction of annexation
can be brought about Canadians will have to be convinced
that it is to their political and moral, as well as to their com-
mercial, welfure.  The annexation idea has made no progross
in Canada ; its adherents are not more numecrous to-day than
they wero a quarter of a century ago. On the other hand
those who have faith in Canada’s national future, ns a nation
politically and commercially autonomous, havemultiphied many
times ; and this too in the face of many invitattons to throw in
our lot with our American noighbonrs, and oven of ccorcive
action on their part designed to hasten thatend.  IYor example
tho reciprocity treaty of! 1854 was abrognted by the United
States for nc other purpose than to commercially starve Canada,
into consent to political union.  Yet for a quarter of a century
we have lived and thrived without the advantages of that
treaty ; formed a great Confederation ; added to our terntory;
doubled our population; and luked it from sea to sen by o
great systemn of internal communication.  T'hat bemg so there
is no occasion for us after all to become excited or alarmed.
There are two main forces at the bottom of all nutional vitality
—the sentimental, that is to say the pride of country, the
instinct of nationhood ; and the economic, The first of these
wo believe to be strong in Canadians ; and with regard to the
second, while reciprocity, we cannot doubt, would be a good
and desirable thing, yel events have abundantly demonstrated
that it is not absolutely essentinl to our progress or happiness.

Some United States legislators, it may be, think otherwiso.

They are gentleman perhaps who have indulged a good deal

in the American dream of Continental Empire, and who from
too much dreaming havo passed beyond dreamland and into

che domain of delirinm.



