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PASSING UNDER TAEROD.

The followlnz nes, from Mrs, M. 8 1. 'Dn'mv,
m[o founded on the following vassago of J e}\ls&;
history :—** It was tho custom of tho Jows
solect'tho tenth of thelr sheep in tuis vnmncr:l-
Tho lambs were soparated fiom thelr damsan
onctosed 1n o sheep cot, with on‘fr one nariow
way out ; the lninbs hastoned to join thelr dams,
and n muan placed attho entratice with 2 m«l:l
dipped in ochre, tonched gvery tenth lamnb, ng
srmarked 1t with his rod, saying, ¢ lot t!xls ﬁ
holy.! Hence says God, by hln' 'prophct. 1w1
cause you to pass under tho rod.' '}

1 saw the young brldo,-m tier beauty nnd.prldc,

d n hor snowy array,
Agg‘{'ix%kg;lh':m 1tush of ﬂ)y mantied high on her

heck
And the future looked brilliant and foy.
Aud, with womau's dovotlon, shelald her

heart
At the shrine of idolatrous love ;
And she anchored her hopes to "the perlshing

earth,
By the chain which lier tenderness wove.
Bul.yl saw when those heart strivgs weie bleed-
And t‘tlxlg nlndl l.o,rn‘,‘ beep sovered n two
a o chaln ha Y H
Shoe bad changed her white robes for the sublesof

grief,
And ber bioom for the paleness of woo.
Bas the Healer was there pouring balm on the

heart,
And wiping the tears from heroyes;
Aud He s{)regvmencd the chain e had broken

in twaln,
And fastened it firm to tho skies, .
There had whispered a volco 'twas the volce of

her Ged—
«  Jove thee, I love thee, pass under the rod.”

tona

1 saw the young mother In tenderness bend
O er the couch of her slumbering Loy,
And she kissed the soft lips us tlicy murmured

er pame,
Whie the dreamer lay smiling In oy,
Oh ! sweet ns tho rosebud, encircled with dow,
When its fragrance is tlung on tao air,
So fresh and so bright to the mothier heseemed,
As hie lay in his funocence thero?
But I saw when she gazed on the same loyely

orm,
Pale s marble, and stlent, and cold
But paler and colder her beautifutl boy,—
And the talo of hes sorrow was told. .
But the fealer was thero who had smiiten her

hoae!
And mkml\'hcr treasure away,
To ullure her 1o heaven, Zle' has placed fton

h
And thg mourner will fwveetly obes.
There had whlspered & volce—'Lwas the volce of

her Ged—
« I love thee, I love thee, pass under the rod.*

1saw when a father and mother had l.an’d
On the aims of a dear cherished son
And the st rin the future grew brlgfn {n their
1Ze,
AR thgy aaw the proud place he had won.
And urwl ast coming eveulng of o pron:!scd
alr, .
Andits x'wathway cw smoothe 1o thelr foct,
And thestarlight of love glimmer'd bright at the

cn
And tho whispers of fancy were sweet, .
But 1 >aw when they steod bending low o'cr the

e

Whets thélr hear’s dearest hope had beew
Jaid,

Add thostar had gune down {nthe darknessof

n 1)
And joy from their bosoms had fied,
But tho /I-aler wus there, and s arms were
around,
And he led them with tenderest eave;
Aund ho sh%\'cd them & star in the bright upper
wor
"I'was their star shining brilllantly there !
They had each heard a voice—="twas tho <olce of

theirGod -
¢« I love thee, 1lovethee, pass vnder the rod.”

History of thoe Sucz Canal,

THE STORY AS TOLD BY T8 PROJECTOR, M DE
LUSSEPS,

(From the Pall Mall Gazclie.)

Thestory of the Suez Canal, ns told by i1s
projector, is touched with a French senti-
mentalism wuich somectimes provokes a
smile, though not, we lope, an unkindly
one. The nacrrative, M, de Lesseps saye,
« will perhaps be uselul to those who wish
to siudy the connection of facts and whe
siudy the humn heart.” [t is, at any rate,
an interesting chapter of modern bistory.
In 1849 M. de Lesseps, who had served for

twently years in the consulur and diplomatic
services of France, wng sebt by tho Coustitu

ent Assembly on n special mission 10 Rome,
but diftoring from the policy ndopted by the
Legislative Assembly that succceeded to
power, hie resigned his official career and ro

tired to his !:rm in Berry, whero he
turned his mind and the stores of liis ex-
perionce to the study of Uriental pahtics,
Heo fustened ut once upon the proulem of
the Suez transit; * from 1849 to 1-54 (e
says) L studied everyihing connected with
the trade Letween the West and the east ; I
discovercd that the traflic doubled every
ten years” ; and ho leaped to the conclu-
sion that the time had como for the forma

tion of a company to cut through the Isth

mus. In 1852 he laid his schemes before
the Sultan’s Government. but was told that
* the solution of the questlon in no wise
concerned the Porte.”  Nothing was to be
hoped framn * A Viceroy of Egypt absorbed
in pleasurs” (Abbas Pasha) ; but in 1854
Siid Pasha succeeded to the inheritince,
ard M. do Lerseps bathought bim of the
former relations of his fumily with the
Uouso of Mehemel Ali. Jtappears that the
father of M. de Lesseps, agent of France in
Egypt ufte? the peaco of Amiens, had in.
fluenced the promotion of Mehemet All to
the Pashallic of Cairo, with the object of
furthering the policy of Bonaparto and
Tallyrand which nimed at the repression of
the Mymelukes. In this way Siid Pasha
and M de Lesseps came to be early friends,
aund when the former was tortured with ex

cessive exercise and half sturved under the
rigid discipline of the oid Pashn, he found
a sympathizer in the young French attache.
Afterwards S1id, nccused of conspiracy, took
refuge in France, whin he rencwed bhis
friendship with M. de Lesseps On bis ac-
cession, in 1854, hoinvited Ins friend 10
Egypt and tgok bim as his chmwpanion oo
an expedition ioto the Libysn desert,
where the Frenchmun at once conquered
the good will of tho Ministers by some
feats of horsemanship and opened_ his
scheme of the canal. The pr«ject met with
little criticism , Said granted the concession
on the 30th November, 1854, and took up
the idea wmmly eveu boasting to the
American Cousul Genersl. ¢ The Isthmus
ol Suez will be pierced belore yours.”! An
exploration followed, in which was demon

strated the futility for modern commerce
of a *fluvinl” canal, supplied from the
wate:s of the Nile and furnished with locks,
chanpels, and sluices of the onlin4ry sort.
un this journey M. de Lesseps was led, as it
were by accident, 10 tho ground on which
his fin-1 trivmph was 1o be achieved—10 tho
basin of the Buter Lakes, which now con

tamns 440,00 LUV, 000 gallons of water, but
was then a bideous desert * without so
muchas 2 fly init.”” The exploration of the
region was thoroughly accomplis: ed in
January, 1855. ‘Then came the mors diff

cult 1ask of converting scientifio micn, He
procured the nomination of representative
engineers by the principal continental gov

ernments, selected four Englishmen of
cmwinence 10 co'operate, and convoked a
counlerenceiu Paris. His plans were approv

ed by a sub committce appointed 10 study
tho problem on the spot, and on the first
of January, 1856, the members returned to
Alexandria fully satisfied that a canal might
bs mado by chanuelling tho lsthmus from
sea 10 sea. * On heariog this,” says M de
Lesseps, the Viceroy threw hiwmself into my
arms.” The corquest of English prejudice
was the next and most arduo:-s part of the
work ; biere M. do Lesseps *found sym-
p-thy in the commercial and lettered

classes, but heads of wood among the politi~

cians.” llis first efforts made little imapres.
sion ; but he was rowarded with the enthu -
sissm bestowed in Paris upon the engineers'
veport.  Returning to Egypt to make
t$soundings” along the proposed line of
chaunel at intervals of 150 or 200 metras,
hie found the Viceroy anxious and irritable,

orried, as he alleged. by English suspi
cions aud threats, At Kartoum, whera M.
de Lesseps went to meet him, ho burstinto
furious fite of rage , ** his Ministers thought
him mad ;" but he was easily calmed by the
counsels.of his visitor. ‘Ihe organization of
the company was carried forwarid steadily
while the Viceroy was marching through his
inland territory. But there was no rest for
3. de Lesaeps, who was back again in Eng
land in 1857 to convert the English people
and to combat the English dijlomists. In
the first enterprise be had ouly partial suc.
cess, though be warmly praises vur freedom
of discussion and the incorruptibility of our
Journalism which latter fact ho mentions
with a fiank amnzement not quite compli
mentary tc French newspapers. Itis pr..
bable that M. de Lesseps exaggerates the
adverse aclivity of Epglish diplomacy dur
ing thoso years, but no doubt it was coolly
hostile to him, Siill the scheme gained
g-ound in all the Cuniinental countries, and
m 1858 it fioully trivmpled, In the
four years that had elepsed from M. de
Lessep’s first visit to Siid Pasha at Alexan:
driz he had travelted 40,000 leagues—120.-
00V miles! ‘The company was launched,
and French investors subscribed for shares
cquivalent to elevontwentieths of the whole
capitnd.  Iatred of Bugland, rs M. de Les-
seps candidly admits was the inspiring mo*
tive. * I wish to subscribe,’”? said one ap:
plicant, * for tho Cheminde Fer de I'ile
de Suede.””  ** But,” he was told, ** itis not
a railway, but a canal; not an sland, but
an isthmus ; not in Sweden, but at Suez”
¢« Never mind,” he s1id, ** provided it be
against the English, I subscribe.??

Some of M. de Lessep's difficulties were
curious S:id Pasha continued moody, irrit-
able, and suspicious; he pretended some:
times to throwall kinds of obstacles in tho
way of the wok, and then lot it be koown
that he was not in earnest. e shrank
from giving M. de Lesseps thd protection
he had promised, and a military guard bad
to be dispensed with. In 1863 Ismull Pasha,
the present Viceroy, **acceeded to power
with the sawe difBculties 8 his predecessor,
aiising from English oppasition ; but (says
M de Lesseps) ho succeeded in overcoming
theny, assisted by the arbitration of the
Eamyperor, wbich he himself invoked.” The
Sultan’s firman was at leogth obtained, and
the possibility of a political interruplion of
tho work disappeared. iue work itsell was
¢ pressed on with an activity which it may
be said has no precedent in the history of
industry.” Tho dredging machinery ex.
tracted every month as much matter * as
would cover the whole Doulcvard from the
Madeleine to the Bastille up to the first
floor of the houses.!” °‘The progress was al-
most uncheckered ; but almost at the mo.
ment of triumoph, when the day of opening
(Novembtier 17, 1869) had been fixed, two
serious dangers threatened a collapse. Aan
immense mass of rock wasdiscoverod (u the
bed of tho canal filteen days beforo the
inauguration, and on the night before M.
de Lesseps got news thit an Egyptian frig
ate had run aground, completely barrng
the channel. Both theso obstacles were
got rid of in time (giving M do Lesseps how.
ever, an opportunily for two heroic epi.
gramr), and tho innuguration was & brifliant
suecrys.  “ Sinco that day there bas been

no interruption of the trafo,”’ so M.ds



