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reserve men availabe for the gun detach-
ments, and tho proportion ot horses, should
bie increasod, and a second collar-inaker
should bo given to thase batteries that have
but ono at present. Not unnccessarily to
inoreaso the number of officers iu the junior
grades, the third lieutenant for each battery
may bo drawn Jfrom the nuxiliary armyin
tho event of a mobilisation ; but the adjut-
ants should remain permnnently with theie
respective batteries, otherwise 1t will be
neceasary, in the event of war, to makean
number of fresh appointments, thus remov-
ing the senior non-comissioned ofticers from
their batteries at a time when theiv services
are most needed.

The sous cher artificer should be ingluded
in tho number of battery non-commissioned
officers, the proportion of which may not be
increased.

Fight'qun Batteries.—~The tacticaunit of
arlillery should remain the battery of six
pieces. HRelieved by the formation of the
divisional reserves, the battery may be
bandled under all circumstances, by the
captain in command. Promotion might per-
haps be frcilitated, within certain limits, by
substituting batteries of cight guns for those
of six, bnt the change would offer nospecial
advantages from = tactical point of view.
The new battery, undera chef-d'escadron,
having two captains under him, would be
less bandy then the old ; and although, it is
true, it might oarily be split ints two de-
tachments of equal strength, this rdvantage
which would be chiefly observable from an
sdministrative standpoint, wonld becounter-
balanced by the retention of the captains in
asubaltern position, whereby, iu the long
run, their self-relizice would bedestroyed
sltogether. -

Escorts and supports for Divisional Artal
loy.—Many officers, considering that the
troops employed in sunporting tho arullery
assure the safety of that arm in, at least. a
very imperfect manner, have suggested the
formation of a special corps to furnish per-
manent artillery escorts.

According to this view. each division
would have attached to1t for the purpose, a
battahion of foot artilierymen, who would be
entrusted with the duntes of fascina and
gabion making, battery building, &= Tie
mounted duty would be performed by
squadrous, specially told off for the purpnse
armed as mounted nflemen,and equipped so
that their horses could bo used for draught
whertever required. ’

Others, again, whose number, it is {rue, is
suall, hold that standing escorts would, at
tho best, perform with difficulty the duties
thus entrusted o them, When the artil
lery sapporis consist of infantry, they ob-
serve, the latter are frequently unable to
kétp-withi the guns in rupid movements,
when thoy are compased of cavairy the lat
ier are often brought upon ground where
they are unabio to act. Itis for generals to
make such tactical dispositions, according to
the arcumstances of individual cases,as will
securo tho artillery against sudden and un-
foreseen attacks.

The German military press says that the
new Prussian Manser rifle cardiey with ex
traordinary exactness at long distances It
s aghted upto 1,600 motres. Thomaximum
Tapidity, in_ isolated cases, is IS shots per
minute, and 12 in salvoes in cxercise. In
csmpaigns thess numbers will probably de°
creaso 10 12 and S respectively. The Manser
can bocharged in half tho timo taken for
the needle'gun, and threo fourths of that
occupied in loading the Chassepot.
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THE KBIVAN EXPEDITION.

The Iatest intolligence from the seat of
war confirms in general tho previous news,
roferred toin our lastimpression, of the
progress made by the Russian columns in
Central Asia. Telegrams have arrived from
St, Petersburg, dated the 18th and [9th in-
stant, from which it appears that the Man®
guishlak detachmem, commaunded by Col*
onel Lomakine,eflected a junction on the 26th
of May with the Orenburg detachment,
commanded by General Verevkine, and that
the next day the Russian forces took I hodji
Iin by storm, and put the enemy to flight.
‘The Xbivans uumbered €000 men, and had
six guns. A second timo, namely, on the
Ist of June, the Xhivans, numbering 3000
men, with three guns, made a stand at the
fortified town of Mangit, when again they
wera defeated, and the town captured. Gen-
eral Kaufman had crossed the Amou Darya,
and was only two days' march from Khiva.
General Verevkine was at the distance of
three days’ march, ile oeccupiod Kungrad
on tho 20th of May, the XKbivans flving be*
foro the Russian troops. The Russian
flotlla {rom the sea of Aral was unable to
get beyond Kungrad, on account of the
shallowness of the water, |

A telegram from Teheran, dated at noon, !
Juno 19, slates that Colonel Baker, Captain !
Claytlon, and Lieutenant Gill have artived !
at that place, after baving visited Tehikish- -
lar and the Attreck. The statement in the
same telegrom that the Russians have aband-
oned Lcinkishiar, and have no posts on the ¢
Persian fronuer, except at Ashurade, con®
firms tho former announcenmenit that the!
men of Colonel Markosoft's command twere ¢
too much exhausted to retrace their steps. |
and had retured on PFort Krasnovadsk. |
Tehikishlar, pme manles north of lisssam |
Gouli Bay, into wineh the Attreck runs, is
said to be unimportaut 18 + auuitary posutlon |
and 15 new aeocenpaed by the Turco-
mans.

With respect ta the future of Central Asia
as likely 1o he dotermined by this campaign
should it end in the complete success of the
Russians,it scems pretty evident, as pointed
out in the Petersburg Golos, that B khara,
surrounded on three sides by the frontiers
of Russta, willalso be occupied.  **'1ko Bok
hareso evidentlp knuw what is comming,
and are already afraid of it, but come it
must, althrugh, perhaps not so speedily as
they imgine.  in addition to Bokhara, wo
shall require the densely inhabited and very
rich Provinces of Marshi, Hissar, Kundush,
and some others in that quarter.  Without
the anunexati -0 of these di tricts, Turkestan
is worth nothing tous; but a single glance
at tho maap suifices to that 1f we extend
our frontiers in that direction wo shall
only be daing what is inevitable.” As for
our own Imperial mterests in the matter,
tho Russian Boerdd pubhishes a Constanti-
nople letter, in which the writer says that
alter taking Khiva the Russians could in-
vade Indiain threo months, marching the
d:stance to llerat in twelve days, The cor-
respondent adds that the English Ambasad
or at Constantinuple is in conference with
tho Euvoy of K vhgar, with a view toa joint
Euglish aud #furkish protectorate of that
province, This must bo accepted quanfum
valeat. Wo would only add, on thompulse
of themoment that the old policy of keeping
a sort ¢f hedgo and ditch of weak States
between our own frontiers and those of
of othor Powers which threaten our
securily in tho East, appears to boe played
out, :

Some interesting informntion has been

sent by theTeheran telegrams quotcd ahove
relative to the Attreck. ‘I'he river, itap-
pears, though brond and deep a short dis-
tance from its moulib, is cut off from the
Caspian by a bar with only tio feet of water.
About one hundred miles from its mouth
it narrows greatly, and becomes unimpos -
tant, variable, andit can only be navigated
by the light Turcoman boats of about six
tons, and only two feot draught of water,
Thero is bad anchorago along the shore of
the Caspian from Tchikishlar to near As-
hurade. Vessels of twelvo feet draught
cannot approach within throe miles of the
bay of Hassam-Gouli. Finally, the Russian
Consul at Astrabad maintains Russian in
fluence along the frontier,

fInw keenly Russia is watching her own
int erests in these regions may be judged of
from the report which reaches by way of
Brussels that on account of the Persizn Con-
cession to Baron do Reuter—which is the
subject of remark in another column—the
Russian Government has decided to impose
a transit duly on all goods crossing tho Cau-
casus.— Bread Arrciw, 21st June.

“MONCRIEFF" SYSTEM OF MOUNTING
ORDNANCE,

On Monday evening, the wh iost., Major
Moncrieff read &4 most interesting and able
paper at the United Service Institution, en-
titled, ¢ Further Ubservations on the Mon-
crieff System of Mounting Urdnonce,” 1o
largo and influental meeting of oflicers and
gentlemen, Colonel Iight Hon. Lord \Wave
eney, A. D €., presuded.  1n explaimng the
precise object of the paper, reference must
be made to the report which was made i our
columus of a lecture Ly Licutenant Enghsh
on this system ashort tine ago, the paper
produced by M.jor Mancrieff beingia reslity
an cxplanation of defcats and dissdvantages
alleged against Lis system by Lieut. Enghsh.
‘I'ie lecturer first veterred for his explanation
1o the tables jroduced by Licutenant Eng.
lish at the lecture, which showed that the
9-inch 12 ton gun, which was used for tho
Moncrieff carriage as compared t> the e
inch gun, bad a mean error of 8-l yands
against 16 yards, and difference of deflecuion
of 44 against 1+ yards ; but ho stated that
particularly, as thero were so maay of tho
9inch I2ton gunsin the Service, he was
glad to find that tho tables used related 1o
an oxperiment of the rifling and shot, and
not of tho gun. It was ovidently,he thought
desired by Licatenant English to reduce tho
advantage o! herizontal exposure, by his re:
cent lecture; tutit iwas well koown by
simplo expenments only thaia miscaleula:
tion of range winch might only causoan
error of wchvs agaivst a vertical target,
would give an error of yards 10 o borizonttal
one. In apswer ton statement as to the
cost of foundations being a neceggary evil 1n
his system bic remarked that he could ata
much smaller cost establish bis batterics on
tho Thaumies and Medway than could be dono
by the old system,nnd also without the need
of men beiug permanently stautioned ther,
In apswer to the statement of Licutenant
Eaglish that -¢tho oncadvantagoe of extreme
lateral range is to provide against the rather
improtable cise ot one of a small number of
vessels attachinega number of heavy bat
terzes,” he wk o fisstaf it wasa truo ase
sertion, and if so, would it bo true on other
cascs aiso. 1le though that there would bo
a greatadvantage in tho guos besides bear-
ing over tho ra- 30 as allowed by Sring from
behind iron shiclds, to do so oyer aslargea
Iateral rango as possible as in his system, by



