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HER BIA.IEéﬂ‘y"s SHIP “CAPTAIN.? | Court,further find that no blame is attribn- | whole Navy iwould have the utmost

PROORRUVINGR OF TIRHE COURT MARTIAI ON THE
CAVIH OF HEBR LOsS.

t Mrawn the Broad drron )

{Coxcrupkb., |

On Saturday, Octobor Sth, at ¢ a.m.,, the
Court assembled on bonrd er Majesty's
ship Duke of Wellingt m in Portsmonth Har-
bor, to couclude the deliberations and
weighing of cvidence adduced before the
Court by tho various witnesses, and to de-
liver judgment. After the formal opening
and mustering in the Court of Mr. James
May, the gunner of the Coptaiu, and- the
seventeen pettv officers aud seamen, the
Court was closed. and remained so until a
quarter o seven in the evening, whon the
doors wero opened, and the President and
membors seen seated round tho large table
of tho Conrt, wenwing their cocked hats, a
sign that the Cowrt had framed and was
about to deliver its judgment. Tho uncer-
tainty when the judgment would be delivor-
cd, and the laieness of the hour—consider-
ing tho lorale of tho Conrt on board ship in
the middle of Povtsmouth tarbor, at which
this actually occurred—caused the number
of spectators from tho shore to be rather
scanty. Among the few persons present in
the body of the Court were Captain Rogers,
commanding the United States frigate
Franklin, Rear-Admiral Sir Jobn Hay, M.P.,
and s party of ladies, and several naval ofii-
cerson full and halt par, besides officers
and men belonging to the ship.

The judgment of the Court, opening with
the usual preliminaries in naval legal tech-
nical formalities of wording, was read by
Captain Blake, and divested of 1ts tecimcal
preparatory of wording, was as follows -

“Tho Court having heard the evidence of
Mr. James May relating theroto (the loss of
tho ship), and that of the remmning survi-
vors, and such other ovidence as they deem-
ed necessary, and having dchberately weigh-
ed and considered tho whole of the evidence
before thom, do find that IIer Majesty's
ship Caplfain was capsized on the morning
of the Tth of Septomber Ly the pressure of
aal), assisted Ly the heave of the sea, and
that the amount of #ail carried at tho time
of har loss (ragard being had to the forco of
the wind and the stato of tho sea)was in-
sufficlent to have endangered a ship endoiw-
ed with & proper amount of stability. The

table to Mr. James May, gunner of the sec-
ond class, and tho survivors of the Caplain,
for her loss, and tho Court do fully acquit
them of all blame, and the said Mr, James
May and the othersurvivors are fully acquit-
ted accordingly. Tho Court, befors sepurat-
ing, find it their duty to record the convic-
tion thoy entertain that the (laplamn was
built in doforence to public opinion. as ex-
pressed in Parliament and through other
channels, and in opposition to the vieus and
opinions of tho Controller of the Navy and
his department, and that thoe evidence all
tends that the Controller of the Navy and
his department generally disapproved of
her construction. 1t further appearing on
ovidenco that before the Copluin was re-
ceived from the contractors a grave depar-
ture from her original design had been cotn-
niitted. whereby her daught of water was in-
creased by about two {eet, and her {ree-
board was diminished to a corresponding
extent, and that her stability proved to be
dangerously small, combided with an area
of sml, under these circumstances, oxces-
sive; the Court deeply regret thit, if these
facts were duly knownand appreciated, they
werae not communicated to the oflicer in
command of the ship; or, that, if otherwisc,
the ship was allowed to Lo employed in the
ordinary servico of the fleet beforo these
fucts had been sufficiently ascertained by
caler Litions and experiment.

Aler the reading of the judgment hiad
Leen concluded, the Preswdent, directing
Mr. Y imea May, the guaner, to stand for-
ward at the head of the table, returned his
swonrd to him, and said :

#Mr. May, I am desired by this Court to
avail myself of this present occasion, the re-
turning to you of your sword, to acquaint
you that the Court is satisfied that you did
averything in your power at the timo of the
loss of tho Cuplain to ssve tho lives of:
yonr shipmates, consistent with your duty, |
and that your conduct, and that of the other!
survivors of the crew of tho Caplain during
the period they were under your command.
reflects crodit on yourselves and on the ser- )
vieo to which you belong.” :

The Court was then declared dissolved.

Captain Sherard Osborn has published the
following Iatter on the subjoct:

*tSir,—I have intentionally been silont.
during tho sitting of tho court martial or-
dored by the Admiralty to try pro forma the
survivors of the lost turret ocean-cruiser'
Caplain, and to inquire into the cause of
that sad catasprophe.

¢ The Court was composed, whether Ad.
mirals or Captains, of officers in whom the

reliance, so far as their independent integ.
rity and their intelligence was concerned,
and the vardict on the point they had to
consider is all that could go desired. ‘Their
duty being done, it is: now for thoae who
hold, like myself, the professional repute of
my lost friends, Cowper Coles and Hugh
Burgoyne, very dear, to ask the following
questions, and to insist, soonor or later. on
straightforward replies :

¢ First— By whose order was it that the
Caplain was inclined in Portamouth Harbor
carly last August, for the purpose of ascer-
taining the poiition of her centra of gravity
and consequent stability; and what yas tho
date of that order ?

# Py tho ovidenco before us, it appears
that Mr Barnes, of the Constructor's Da-
partment, Whitehall, did not comnplete the
necessary caleulations, based on the experi
ments of tho 6th of August, until the 22nd
of Augus  Mr. Robinson, tho late Master
Shipwrig.a. and Chief Engineer, speaks of a
report on the stability being completed on
tho 23rd of August—a fortnight, mark, be-
fore tho ship was capsized. [ therefore in
quire,— ‘

“ Secondly—Wheother these caleulations
ought to have occupied sixteen days for an
expert to work out ?

% An eminent shipbuilder whom Captain

- Coles was in the habit of occasionally con

sulting, tells me that the necessary formula
should not have required more than eight
hours hard work.

“Thirdly—To whom was the report on
the results of the experments of tha 6th of
August communicated? Did the Board of
Admiralty ever receive thom? If so, con
what date ?

' I have reason to believe that the ex-
oriments were ordered, very wisely by the
oard of Admiralty. With whom, then, lies

tho blame of the report and the necessary
diagrams of the defective stability of Hev

‘Majesty‘s ship Capfain not having been

brought to the knowledge of the Admiral of
the fleet of which she formed a part.or to
that of her gallant officer commandiog her?

% On these points, I maintain, the whale
question turns of whether the blame of her
loss lies with those on board the Captain or
with the Controller’s Department ef the
Admiralty, who now, like other propheta.
are 50 wise after the event.

1 desiro to mako no charge as yot, but I
maitain swwe have a right to raplies to these
queries.

# Admiral Sir Alexander Milne tells ue
that when he expressed alarm to Captain



