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lut there are no conliplaîîîts. n inuirnîtuis ttherc i-,
notliing <1îersloîs or dc;îrcssed in thînse su'ords of Si.
l'aul. If tht P'astoral Epfistîts, .111, ahove ail tiîl
one, 'vert not gensuint, they fnilI Iwvt e bvtn wriîuen
b)y one wvlîo iot oily possesscd the inost perfect lier-
ary skmll, but svli liait also entereci wviîi rduînsîm,îiouate
insight into the charactcr and lîcart ai i'ai -of P'aul
- but not of ordinary men, even of artlioary jireat
mn. Tht cliaracteristic of %vaning hlei is disencliant-
tment, a stose of inexorable wcarincss, a sense of on.
cviîahle disappointîicoet. ýV'e trace il in 1Elij,ali and~
Johin tilt iaptisl ; utc trace il in Marcsis Aureliu- ive
trace il in Francis of Av',isi ; ie tract it in Roger
Baron ; ivc trace si in Luther. AIl in vain ! %Vv
hîave liveci, htiinauly spcnking, t0 lîthle or no pîirpose.
" Wc are îsot better tlIan otir (ales"" Art thon I lt
donaI should cornte, or dIo wve look for anoilier? " I
shal dlie, andi people wvill sa>', " We art glad tu get rid
of îlîis sclicoolitlastcr." " My order is miore ihian 1 cao
mai.nage." " Men are 001 %vortl the trouble 1 hav'e takeîî
for tiieiii." " We înust take metn as ive fond îhetn, and
canot change their natuîre." 'lo soine sotch efl'ect
'iave ail thes;e great men, andi rnany othiers, spoken
'lhey have been sitterly disîhîiîsioned ; thty have bcen
inclined rather ta chcck the meal, to curb tie enthusi-
a,îli, to darken ss'iîh the shadows of experience the
radiant hopes of tlicir younger followers. If iii any
mai sîîch a scose of disappoinîmcent -suchi a convic-
tion that tife is too liard for tîs, andti îat sue cannot
shake off the cruishing wceight of its destinies--could

eever been excusable, il wuould have been so in St.
Paul. WVhat visible success had hie achieved? Tlhe
fousiding of a ftw churclies of m hich the maîority %vere

but ncvcrîlîcless <olsfourndition stone %tands suore
%vitlî the double legend lopon it--one of coinfort, one
of exhîortation. Ile thou strong and faithful, i>' son
'l'inithli, cvcn un 10 deat h." So does lie li.ndtl 1 thli

dear huit tiiiiid racer the tordu of truuth wvlitch no hiet
owii gras;,, thrnugh thc long torch-racc of lois lite, no
cowarul we lîad hIdtlnci, 11o ca.relessiss tond <Iiniiid<.
no smorin tond quenchied. " Glorioîîs Ap'îsçtlc would
toit evcry Iiader's voicc coulci horst, as lie fails, int
sus h a trnpet sounod, 'Iuriliîng the yoting heart% that
pant in th%: good fi :ht, andti ust neyer dcspair of final
vicîory." Ves, cvt n so

t lie>' aire oft tilt 'hiett, wîîlîeued. soap eici off
1~ ir'' , yutil. and ul ire, t,, rotienniit

Anld no'',g,
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'l'lie prauyer meeting nay faîiy CIalo to bc regarded
as second onty to tht pulpit in the spiriiuail ife anîd

j growth of a Christian cîuirch. Saine would give it
the first pl ace ;for, svhile m.sny churclies have mnrn-
aged to keep ahms'c without a pastor, none have ever
beeîî able t0 live long wvitlîo,î a pmublic service of
prayer. If prayer is the vital breath oF the Christian,
l ki equally ihie vital breah of a church.

Jo mari) coîigregations the pulipit service on the
S.ihhath is far in advand:c of the (levotional services
duriog te week. The ont depends upon the mental
.anti spiritual sagacity of a single man ; the othier de-
pends upon tht spiritual condition of iinany people.
fi comnionly requires the presetîce of severai sensible

already coid ta brn; in whnch lie saw hisefiirts being people to make a good prayer meeting ; but it î1 30i
siowly untitrmiotd by hereticanl teachers ; wvhich isert tht powcer of ont or two weak-htaded and Iroublesoînt
bcing suîbjected te the flery ordeal of terrible persecu. people t otir it rnost wsretclîesly. Certain persans
lions. To tht faitlu of Christ lie sasv that tht woriti of this sort ssill crme inio a meeting as maths fly mbt
'vas uticrly hostile. It wsas arraying against the c-oss a candle. They stick tliere hîke tht mnlo:hîs ;bt, ini-
al aîs intellect andtI lils pover. Tht Christ returnesl steid of beiiig scors'hîcd 0ta eth, lhty nearly extin-
.ot ; aîîd svhat cetld Ilis doves (Io aiong serpents. gui-hi lthe meeting. Nouv, il is. the imperatise tlhîty oi
1lis slîeep arnong %vulv'es ? Tht s'ery nanse " Chiî' tht pastor or tht conduictor of the meeting lu dleat

loan " hîad nouv colie ta be regarded as synonyiius svith so uchi brelren niosl irankly. Ifisehi'cosueit ns;ukes
svîtt crinrini ; and Jew and Pagan tîke "' u-ater %% rtm the brother sa troubiesouue, then ulî.s sttii-cnnceîî.
tire in rmon rc-conciled," antttl saile great stcri %' c re 'sIîotd be kindly rebuked. If lie offend îgîîoram.ly,
uittd in commun hostility te thte tvbs hie pre.î lied. theu lois ignoranuce shoumid i, kindly corierted. 'Thi
Ansi Mont lad lie personahly gained ? Wse.oiti? 11v niait svhu las noi enough sense or conscience te take
is absoiutely theptodent oit the chance guIsi of othîcis. a huit grateiuîlly wvihl nes'tr be of any saisie tu a (leva-
l>Osuer ? At lois worst need thier biat îot heen one inai meeting, Soute gud l euple niar a iiietting
ftuend tu stnld b>' lus sie. Lovec ? 1le had learnt uitiiout inttndiug it. Fur exattpie, ont dlent brsîîher
by bitter experience hsîwv feus there sveret:ulto sucre not gels to msionplizîng tht limte by tht inordinate ire-
aslîaîîed ta osvn iî iii hois inisti y. Ansi nous' aiîc'r suency or the' inuruîn.ste lengili of his itteran. 1
ail -alter l thmat be liadt suffi'et, aiter ait ihat he hat 'nce liai an excellent i huir h ieniber us ha spoke
shote- vhat %v'as lois condition? lîle su-as a lunciy rcgui.iny al es'ery tîrayer service fand it requires a
prisoner, atv.siting a oîiel.ictor'b enîd. 'htat usas thie j very ful itian 10 do thiat profitab> 1. 1 frankl) ld
soin total of eurtly goods that lte long disease, anti 11111% ulat lie suas crosvdung othters ut t f îlîeir niglits
the long labour of lois lufe, Iîad brouight loiîn in~ A n old aund also s>uggesîed thuat hie moiglit better adlsress tht
clî,ak and soure books. And yet in uhiat spirit dtots! Ainiighty in petitîoiî sonietiirnes, instead of alwsa)s atci-
he surite 10 'I'iuthy ? Dots he comrplain of bis liard' i tlressingý lois ueighibncrs in exhortation, lile ac.cepted
slîips ? Dots lie regret bis ile ? Dues he damp tht the hiint kitsdhy anid reforined. Sorne gond speakers
courage uf lois younger lriend by teiling iîim tîtat ai- j vaulsb l istened t0 more eigtrly if îlîey rchîeved tbeir
nîost cs'ery earshiy hope is doomed te faîlure, amîsi tak sii toefeic'u lihso iec.
ihî.t t0 strsîggle agaînsbt hsuinian wickedntssi os a i A prayer mieeting is sointiets mîarrcd by aintless-
fruitleszs figlit ? Net so. 1lis hast letter is faîr nmarc of oess, both in tht asîdiesses ta the Lord and to cadli
a ,&ecjy tItan a mj.çs-reire. For hiiniscif the battit is othier. Brothc1 A talks about faîth, anti brother B
ever, thie race is run, thet re.asuir-- baiely î:uarcled. about tht pestilence ail Memtpihis, andi brother C about
'h l'tiay's ssork in thue Mtaster's vineyard is su-cii nigh ne ont cami exactly tell uhtat ; and tîte prayers go
ovecr nou. WNhien it us fiished, uvîti-miu li as eiteredr off alouî as fairiy at î.undoun as tise squuhis svhus';li he
tht Master's presence, thten and thsete tout litre tir beys tre on tht Fosurtîs of July. Ont rnethod of cor-
nov-sh;tll lie receis-e te crosu'n of rmghliteotisiicss amuci retîmg dois aiîîless diffuisc'ress and of couipactimig the
the unspeakabie reuvarsi. And s0 lois leîter to 'l'io- serv-ice is ta -,lect andi annesînce beforeltansi sonte
tiîy i ai joy aod enousragemenît eveiiso iii nishst of ptrofitable topîc (tir discussion. 'ois ntay hie es'en
natural sadîscss. It us tht younog nîan's litart, net the sciectesi by te leadier and annotinced omn tIse previous
old mns thiat lias faîled. It usinoîtu tîtiai Sabbatlî. 'Ihicn everybody lins sente detitite abject
svho is in daniger of yicldmng 10 laîtgour and tirnidity. 10 aini at in hus rcnm;iks. 'l'len the whiole service
and forgcîting doit the Spirit uvliich GotI gave was one iuangs togectiier hîke a ilece of suoni, and thecre is
miel of fear bsut of puwer, and of lus-c, and of a sound spiritual instrucdtion affnrdcd, as uvell as a Lindiing of
inid. 1'Bear then, afflictions suîtb lie. Be sîrong in dcs'otiouîal feeling by a stîîdy of God's troîlîs. If a1
tht grace cf Jesus Christ. Fan Up tht flarne mn thtose cornpany of Christiamîs %sîlI carefully discuss such a
wiiening enibers ei zeal and courage. Ile a good practucai topîc as " Obeying tht Conscience," or such
soldier, a trot atîltie a dilgent toiler. Do you tlîunk a passage as thetwu-nty-tbim-d J>saim, or tht parablei
of rny chamos and of miy liardshiips? Tiuey are no- of the %vheat and tht tares, ilîey catînot but be in-
thing, not svortit a, %vord or a thesght. Be brave. Bt sîructeci anti strcm'gthencd. Food for devotion %silI be i
net ashamttcd. We arc wceak and maoy be dcfcatcd ; isîrmislîcd antd both tht praying nîmd thie speaking wilh 1

be directed "atf a iia.rk." 0)f course, this arrange-
nient oecd ot hoop a meeting ns wiîlî iroîî, or forbîdi
any onc (roil presenting soine sperial requmest or soine
mnaiter of lîntiiediale interest Ihiat lit-, near lois heart.
Tlhe mnutent th.tt wiy> systeni of ilinagtmlenî kihîs the
freetînni tif the faniily gathiering aI tht niercy scat,
then the sNstciîi slnuild lît ahates. A rast iroît rigid'
it>' nia>' lt as fatal t- tht mieetinîg as a,îîilcess verbiage.
Il tlîe Spirit of ;ocî is prescrit %îîlî greal psîuvtr, thrre
i% o danger ironsi eitler quarter. ' i erefore the
niosit effectuai csure (tir an invaiid praycr meeting is ta
open thtc lips anti tht lie-iris in fervent supplication for
the irconiing of the I ioly Spirit.

rhert onav be cases in which a mieeting is striouîsîy
disturbed by tht uiiwcelconie iltterances of persons
whose chiaracter i- more than snuîbtfoil, anid uvho de-
sire ta gain a chîeap repsîtation for pîety h)y taking
p.%rt in 1,rayer and exhiortations. Sucl transgressors
shoild le frankly inforoîed that tht>' haci better re.
main sulent outil they are ready ta open their lips in
honest confession. Mir. Moody piîhhy says iliat "a
nmai who pays fifty cents on the dollar su-len hie cotîld

[pay one huîndred cents on the dollar hand better keep)
still." 'lo conieýs flagrant wvrongchoing iii a social
meeting is no easy îlîing ; but h once litard a mari dIo
ît in a vray that not only thrilled tht asstmibly, hut
brotîght a rit h blessiîîg on his ovii saisi anti reinstatesi
hinm in thlt rosithi i he toani lost. S-ioccre cotn
fession t5> (od or t0 otîr fellownien filis a prayer roons
%vith an odotîr as sweet as that ofthît broken alâbaster
box in thc bouse of .Siion the leper. But there is a
species of %vordy and wvindy parading of one's owo
..awsfui guulttness " wvlich, ooly nauseates the asiditors
anti cannot impose tipon God. It is a terrible thing
ta tell ties in the naine of the Lord. WVlatever cIse
be the faults of our prayer services, let thein be de-
livcred frein pins fraud andI solcîrn isthond.

iirevity shoîîld be rigurously tnforced in thte prayer
nieeiiig, e-xcept in those rare cases whcre an indi-
viduîai is s'peik'ing se evidenîly tînder the D>ivine \Vis-
cloue thiat it woolîl be a sist lu appiy th a.a.File
minutes is romnnnly long enoigli for -in address anti
thîrc miinutes for a prayet'. 'l'lt miodel for our pei
tions wuhicli our L.ord bas tatîglit us (lots îlot consumei
hall a inute ;anid even Iliat wuonderftil itercessory
prayer whiclî Ht offereci for Ilis foîhowers on the
niglit (if 1-1 us betrayal, occuîpied juust twenty-six sen-
tece s. liVe îîîioisîers too efto transgress it îioîmî-
pnlizing lime at ouir peuple':, titsotiomial mteetings. I t
is their meeting. W'e have ample opportiîîîiy for
Bible exposition on tic Sabbaîlî. If tht soîcial it-
ing lias brokeîî dnw îuîîder the uueighi of long, hîeavy
preaclients, it is tuie il %vert miensîct. An crier-
genti leadier can do thi, Il>' a pîromlpt tai> of a 'ori or a
L'and wortl <of îîîoiiioi. WVîen the ser% ice takes tuo
continotisly the forn of exhortation. lic- nia' pru-
ItouI> suggesst tiiiit ' so lt brothler ý0r sis5cr> in Christ
should tffer prvr" The face of a prayer meeting
should alwuays be kept tosvard tht thîrune. TIJu'dvr'
L. C'uy/er, J).D.

MAI<;(IIURCR AT 7TRA CTIV E.

Tht probhein of making churchi aitractîve for ail is
byne meanus the simle thing it is thiought to be in

orne qsîarters, or the inquiry svuuld not bt so fre-
luentîl' nie, wi'tli, " l-itss us il that we are 001 kecepiiîg
tir Iîoid onm tht yoting,--tiiat white our yoiith liave
:rown up into osen anîd wotTtn ive ha;ve few boys anti
iris i,) take their places ? " Whenever a ciuirch has
lois question t0 ask il miay rest assuîred lucre arc
air e maitters in iliat clîurclî wliicli need chîangîng,-
condition of aff.îirs susceptible of decided inîprove-

nent. Tise difïiculites tus this suatter of rnaking
hurches attractive are twvofoid :first there is the wide
iveigence in mnatters of taste and feeling which pre-
alils iii ai organized bodits ; and tiere is the unwil-
nogness of niaoy ta gîve ivay mn% matters of individual
reference involving no stîrrender of principle aI ail.
Lnd riglt litre lies a principal souirce cf church trou-
les . good Christian people, flot gîven ta accurat
iinking, rolistake a question of taste for a traiter of
rinciple. Take tht simple question of flowe'rs in tht
hurch, for exainple. We ail know that tht youîng
copie lîke ta stec thein iii the chîurch, on tht pulpit


