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but nevertheless Ged's foundation stone stands sure
with the double legend upon it—-one of comfort, one
of exhortation,  Be thou strong and fathful, my son
Tmothy, even unto death.” So does he hand to the
dear but tmnd racer the torch of truth which n his
own grasp, through the long torch-race of his life, no
cowardice had hulden, no carelessness had dimmed.
no storm had quenched. * Glorious Apnstle ! would
that every leader’s voice could burst, as he falls, into
such 2 trumpet sound, “hrilling the young heasts that
pant in the grood §i-:ht, and must never despair of final
victory.” Yes, even so:

PAUIL NEVER DISENCHANTED.

But there are no complaints, no murmurs  there is
nothing querulous or depressed in those words of St
Paul.  If the Pastoral Epistles, and above all this
one, were not genuing, they must hanve bren wnitten
by one who not only possessed the most perfect liter-
ary skill, but who had also entered with consummate
insight into the character and heart of Paul - -of Paul
-~ but not of ordinary men, cven of ardinary preat
men.  The charactenstic of waning hife is disenchant.
wment, a sense of nexorable weariness, a sense of in-
cvitable disappointment.  We trace it in Elijah and
John the Baptist ; we trace it in Marcus Aurelius ; we ** opes have precarious dife ;

L X - S Lhey are oft blighted, withered, snapped sheer off
tace 1t in Franas of Assisi; we trace it in Roger s orons ),““h,_ and turnec 1o rotlenness :
Bacon; we trace st in Luther. All in vain! We st farthtulng s can fead on suffersng,
have lived, humaaly speaking, to little or no purposc. And kpes no disappotment.”

“ We are not better than our fathers.” “ Art thou He ~ Larrar's St. Laul.
that should come, or do we look for another?” |
shall die, and people will say, “ We are glad to get rid
of this schoolmaster.” * My order is more than [ can
manage.” ‘ Men are not worth the trouble | have taken
for them.” **We must tike men as we find thew, and
cannot change their nature.,” To some such effect
have all these great men, and mary others, spoken
They have been utterly disillusioned ; (hey have been
inclined rather to check the zeal, to curb the enthusi-
asm, to darken with the shadows of expenience the
radiant hopes of their younger followers. If in any
man such a sense of disappointment—such a convie- |
. tion that life is too hard for us, and that we cannot
shake off the crushing weight of its destinies—-could
h.ve ever been excusable, it would have been so in St.
Paul.  What visible success had he achieved? The
founding of a few churches of which the majonty were
already cold to him ; in which he saw his efforts being
slowly undermined by heretical teachers ; which were | the power of one or two weak-headed and troublesome
being subjected to the fiery ordeal of terrible persecu- | people to mar it most wretchedly. Certain persons
tions. To the faith of Chnst he saw that the world | of this sort will come into a meeting as moths fly into
was utterly hostile. It was arraying against the c-oss'a candle. They suck there hike the moths; but, in-
all its intellect and all its power.  The Christ returned j'ste:nd of being scorched to death, they nearly extin-
not ; and what could tiis doves do amony serpents. Egllish the meeting. Now, it is the imperative duty of
His sheep among wolves? The very name “Chnis- 'the pastor or the conductor of the meeting to deal
uan” had now come to be regarded as synonymous ' with such brethren most frankly. If self-conceit makes
with criminal ; and Jew and Pagan ke “ water with | the brother so troublesomne, then that self-concen
fire in ruin reconciled,” amsd some great storm  vere '<hould be kindly rebuked. 1f he offend ignorantly,
united 1n common hostiity to the tiaths he preached. ! then his ignorance should be kindly corrected. The
And what had he personally gained?  Wealth? e, man who has not enough sense or conscience to take
is absolutely dependent on the chance gifts of others. ' a hint gratefully will never be of any value to a devo-
Power? At lus worst need there bad not heen one tional meetng. Some goud people mar a mecting
friend to stand by Ius side. Love?  He had learnt without itending it For example, one fluent brother
by batter expertence how few there were who were not fgcls to monopohzing the time by the inordinate fre-
ashamed to own lim in his misery. And now afier ! quency or the mordmate length of his utterances. |
all ~after all that he had suffered, after all that he had "once had an excellent church member who spoke
done--what was his condiion? e was a lonely  rejulurly at every prayer service (and it requsres a
prisoner, awaiting a malefactor’s end.  What was the | very full man to do that prefitably). 1 frankly told
sum total of earthly goods that the long disease, and i hun that he was crowding others out ¢ f thewr nphts ;
the long labour of hus hife, had brought hunin? Anold | and also suggested that he might better address the
cloak and some baoks. And yet in what spirit does | Almighty in petnion sometumes, instead of always ad-
he write to Timothy 7 Does he complain of his hard- | dressing lns neighbours in exhortaton.  He accepted
ships? Does he regret hus bfe? Dloes he damp the | the hint kindly and reformed. Some good speakers
courage of lus younger friend by telling him that al- i would be listened to more eagerly if they rehieved their
most every earihly hope is doomed to failure, and!talks with more frequent * lwshes of silence.”

that to struggle agamst human wickedness 15 al A prayer meeting is sometimes marred by aimless-
fruitless fight?  Not so.  His last letter is far more of | ness, both in the addiesses 1o the Lord and to each
a peean than a misercre.  For himsclf the batte is |other. Brothe: A talks about faith, and brother B
over, the race is run, the treasure safely gunrded.labout the pesulence at Memphis, and brother C about
The day'’s work in the Master's vineyard 1s well nigh; - no onc can exactly tell what ; and the prayers go
over now.  When 1t 1s finished, when he has entered ! off about as fairly at 1andom as the squibs which the
the Master’s presence, then and theie  not here or | boys fire on the Fourth of July. One method of cor-
now—shall he receive the crown of rightcousness and | recting this aimless diffuseress and of compacting the
the unspeakable reward. And so jus letter to Time- | service is to select and announce beforchand some
thy is all joy and cncouragement even m the midst of | profitable topic for discussion. This may be even
natural sadness. It is the young wman'’s heart, not the | selected by the leader and announced on the previous
oid man’s that has failed. 1t s Tunotheus, not Paul, | Sabbath.  Then everybody has some detnite object
who is in danger of yielding to langour and timidity. [to am at in s remaiks.  Then the whole service
and forgetting that the Spirit which God gave was one | hangs together hke a fleece of wool, and there is
not of fear but of power, and of love, and of a sound | spintual instruction afforded, as well as a Lindling of
mind. “ Bear then, afffictions with me.  Be strong in | devotional feeling by a study of God's truths. If a
the grace of Jesus Christ.  Fan up the flame in those | company of Chnistians will carefully discuss such a
whitening embers of zeal and courage. Be a goud | pracucal topic as “ Qbeying the Conscience,” or such
soldier, a true athlets, a dihgenttoiler. Do you think Ja passage as the twenty-third Psalm, or the parable
of my chamns and of my hardships? They are no-{of the wheat and the tares, they cannot but be in-
thing, not worth a word or a thought. Be brave. Be|structed and strergthened.  Food for devotion will be
not ashamed. We are weak and may be defeated ; | furnished and both the praying and the speaking will

PRAYER MEETINGS--MARRED OR
MENDED,

The prayer meeting may fasrly claim to be regarded
as second only to the pulpit in the spiritual life and
growth of a Chnstian church. Some would give it
the first place ; for, while many churches have man-
aged to keep alive without a pastor, none have ever
been able to live long without a public service of
prayer. I prayer is the vital breath of the Christan,
it is equally the vital breath of a church.

In many congregations the pulpit service on the
Sabbath is tur in advance of the devational services
durmg the week. The one depends upon the mental
and spinitual sagacity of a single man; the other de-
pends upon the spiritual condution of many people.
It commonly requires the presence of several sensible
peaple to make a good prayer meeting ; but 1t is in

be directed “at a mark.” Of course, this arrange-
ment need not hoop a meeting as wath iron, or forbid
any one from presenting some special request or some
maiter of immediate interest that lies near his heart.
The motuent thit any system of management kills the
freedom of the famly gathering at the mercy seat,
then the system should be abated. A cast iron ngid-
ity may be as fatalt- the meeting as aimless verbiage.
1f the Spirit of God is present with great power, there
s no danger from cither quanter.  Therefore the
most cffectual cure for an invalid prayer meeting is to
open the hps and the heartsin fervent supplication for
the ircoming of the lioly Spinit.

There may be cases 1n which a meeting is seriously
disturbed by the unwelcome utterances of persons
whose character is more than doubtful, and who de-
sire to gain a cheap reputation for piety by taking
part in prayer and exhortations.  Such transgressors
should be frankly informed that they had better re-
main silent until they are ready to apen their lips in
honest confession. My, Moody pithily says that “a
man who pays fifty cents on the dollar whea he could
pay one hundred cents on the dollar had better keep
sull.” To confess flagrant wrong-doing m a4 social
meeting is no casy thing ; but J once heard a man do
it in a way that not only thnlled the assembly, but
brought a rich blessing on his own soul and reinstated
him in the pasition which he had lost. Sincere con
fesston to God or to our fellowmen fills a prayer room
with an odour as sweet as that of the broken alabaster
pox in the house of Simon the leper.  But there is a
species of wordy and windy parading of one's own
“awful guiltiness ” which only nauseates the auditors
and cannot impose upon God. It is a ternble thing
to tell lies in the name of the Lord. \Whatever clse
be the faults of our prayer services, let them be de-
hivered from pious fraud and solemn falsehond.

Brevity should be rigorously enforced in the prayer
meeting, extept in those rare cases where an indi-
vidual is speaking so evidently under the Divine Wis.
dom that 1t would be a sin to apply the gag-law. Fne
minutes is commonly long enough for an address and
three minutes for a prayer. The model for our peu-
tions which our Lord has taught us does not consume
half a minute ; and even that wonderful intercessory
prayer which He offered for ths followers on the
night of His betrayal, occupied just twenty-six sen-
tences.  We ministers too often transgress in mono-
pohaing time at our people’s devotional meetings. It
is their mecting. We have ample opportumy for
Bible exposition on the Sabbath. 1f the sacial meet-
ing has broken down under the weight of long, heavy
preachments, it is tume 1t were mended. An ener-
getie leader can do thes by a prompt tap of a iwedi or a
kind word of morition. \When the service takes too
continously the form of eahortations, he may pru-
dently suggest that “ so ne brother {(or sister) in Christ
should offer prayer.” The face of a prayer meetnyg
should always be kept toward the throne.- 7keodore
L. Cuypler, D.D,

MAKNING CHURCH ATTRACTIVE.

The problem of making church attractive for all is
by no means the simple thing it is thought to be in
some quarters, or the inquiry would not be so fre-
quently met with, ¢ How 1s it that we are not keepng
our hold on the young,—that while our youth have
grown up into men and women we have few boys and
girls 10 take their places " Whenever a church has
this question to ask 1t may rest assured there are
soir ¢ matters in that church which need changing,—
a condition of affairs susceptible of decided improve-
ment. The difficulties w thus mater of making
churches attractive are twofold : first there is the wide
divergence in matters of taste and feehng which pre-
vails in ail organized bodics ; and there 15 the unwil-
lingness of many to give way m matters of individual
preference involving no surrender of principle at all,
And right here lics a principal source of church trou-
bles . good Chrnistan people, not given to accurate
thinking, mistake a question of taste for a matter of
principle. Take the simple question of flowers in the
church, for example. We all know that the young
people hike to see them n the church, on the pulpit



