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Pkiday, Jan, 8---fo NATIONS: For Kings, and ail wlîo are in Authority-For
the Cessation of WVar-For the Prevalence of Pence, and for the Iloly Observanc
of tho Sadbuth.

Saturday, Jan. 9.-Generally for tie Lýarge Outpouring- of the IIoly Spirit, and
the lierival aînd Extension of pure Christianity throiughout the World,

~Siiday, Jan. IO.----SEuMONEs: Subject.-The Clîrit3tian Chiurelh: its Unity, and
the Duty and*Desirableness of Manifesting it.

CON1GREGATJONAL CIIUB.CII POLITY.
T'he Con gregational Churelies hold in comen with the entire churcli of

God ail the fundamental doctrines of (Jliristianity, which, derived froim the
New Testament, have heen taught everywhere froin the apostolic age, and so
dciininatcd catiiolie, or universal. In thon. they have fellowship ivith ail
thc fatithful-withi Ilail uihu in every place eall upon the nnme of Jesus Christ
their Lord." On questions of chu#rclt pol-ity, howe-vcr, they have bccn coin-
pel]ed, in the exercise of' their ewn judgments upon the language of the New
Testanient and the records of primitive Christianity, to adopt principles
distinctive froni those maintained by other ecclesiastical coimuinities; and
these are bricfly set forth ini the f'ellowing partieulars.

I. Congregalional ehureh polity is distinguishcd, froui ail sorts of Prelaey,
Roman, Or'iental, Anglican, and Wesleyan, by the principle that ail Christ's
serv-ants in the uîinistry of' the gospel are equal in runle.

The pre-euiinene of one servant of our Lord t', anothier appears to ho in-
consistent with the genius of Christianity ; for ho has said, IlThe prines of
the Gtentiles exereise, dominion over them, and they that are great. exercise
authority upon thein; but it shall net be se, among you," Malt. xx. 25, 26.
"Ote is your Master, even Christ, and ail ye are brethren,"- Matt. xxiii. 8,

The apostie Peter assuined not this superiority-"1 the 1prcsbytcrs who, are
among you 1 exort, who ain also a 2iresbyter. Fced the flock o? God whieh

,,anon you, taising the orf-rs;it ~x~~ît discharging the duty of
ishops) not by conistraint, but willingly; net, for ealthy lucre, but of a ready
mmnd: neithjer as hein- lords over God's hecritage, but hein g ensamples to the
flock," 1 Pet. V. 2, 3. The identity of the torns presbyter and bishop is
obvious on the vcry fiace o?' the apostolie writings, the bishops being called
.presbyir-.s, and Ulicprsby,Êcrs, biskorps. In Acts x.. the saine persons who,
ut the l7th verso, are termed eiders, orp)sl)yters, are ini the 28th verse called
ovoîseers, or ldslwps. In his epistie te Titus, Paul, after having declared it
to have heen his design, in Ieaviîîg thcev'ghs in Crete, th at lie should,
ordain eiders i every eity, at once proceds to enuiterate, some of the princi-
pal qualifications by which, they should bo distingîflushed, and in the rnidst of
thie recital ho says, ' or a lshop Dîust ho hla-.elesqs," &e., Tit. i. 5-7.

As prclatical superiority is unscriptural, so it is found te o sciess. la
tiiose communions where such gradations aie aeknowledged, pence is not
secured hy the concession, but raàther discord. The evils arisin'- frein ambi-
tion, pride, and tyranny, the natural fruits of such ascendency, are far more
destructive to the interests of true religion than tue differences of opinion
which. cquality pioduces. Divcrsity oÎ judgment xnay he silencedl, but cannot
be prevented by an appeni te authîority.

II. Ceng<ýregantional ehîurch «polity is di.,tinguished frein Episcopacy and
Presbytcrkiaisui by the principle-tliat thc offly orgnnizcd church, it oîvns is
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