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might be asked by somo who uro present this evoning. ‘The first
would naturally be, What is your bond of union or what beliefs
or disholicfs do yon profess? o this tho answer would be, that
we have, n8 a socicty, no system either of beliefs or disbeliefs, and
thut our enly bon-d of uujon is a promise which we maho to ono
another, that wo shall * pwsue trath in the spivit of chavity.”
Can such a bond  as this keep us together? It has dono so up to
tho present, and has emubled us to considerably incvease our
numbers.  Thero nve no signs as yet of any weakening of our
organization ; ull the sipng indeed point the other way. Those
who attend church—it matters little what church—kuow how
cotnmon it is to hear ministers complaining of the lukewarmnesy
and inhifverence ol their congregatiors ; and not unfrequently tho
congregotions Lhave complainty not very dissumilar to make of their
pastors.  With us, I may say without boasting, the case hns, up
to tho present, been very different.  We are all ministers to ona
another—cach man “ according to his soveral ability ;° and, what-
ever we way lack in wisdom or learning, there is no lack of
carnestness or interest.  We do not delegto {o one man the task
of teaching us, and throw upon his shoulders the wholo responsi-
hility of our spiritunl edneation, sitting mute while, entrenched in
hig creeds, and safo from all contradiction, he feeds us with such
fuod ns he judges convenient for us—and for himself. No, wo
wautually teach and learn.  Ono ministers some original rematks,
another a selected essay, another & piece of puctry, another somo
wusic, another a friendly criticism upon what somo ono else hand
advanced ; and tho complaint is never heard that our meeting« o
dovoid of intevest or unprofituble.  We do not talk for talking's
sake: wo talk for the sake of knowing and with a view to work-
ing. We desire such an increass of our knowledge, and such a
correction of our thoughts, as shall make ug eflicient servants of
tho truth, and of overy good cause which we may have it in our
power to serve.

In regard to onr bond of union, it may be remarked that them
is nothing in it to excludo any sincere secker after truth ; and if
sorne of our orthodox friends, accepting our pledgo, were to scek
to unite themselves with us, they would receive a2 most hearty
weleome. I ean think of friends of mine in the churches at this
moment whom I wounld cavnestly desire to bave in our society,
and who, I feel persuaded, woutd tind a great deal of moral sym-
pathy hero.  They would have to bear with the free expression
of opinions very different trom their ow7n ; but, on the other hand,
they would have cvery opportunity of maintaining their own
opiniong, and why should they not hope to do so with the very
best results?  An earnest believer should ask nothing better than
a fair ficld for advocating that which hie holds to be the truth.

While we havo hero no staudards of Ubelief, no doctrinal tests
whatever, it is true, in point of fact, that as the Society is at
present constituted, its mombers have all seen reason to rejoct the
current forms of religion.  Carlyle has descrilied Socinian preachers
in Now England us quitting their pulpits and saying: ¢ Friends,
this is all gone to coluured cob-web, wo regret to say.” So to
us, things that once scemed very grave realitics have turned
to littlo better than coloured cob-web ; vet is life nono the less resl,
and truth nonc the less sure. Whatever was vwaluablo in our
former beliels we can vetain ; but we retsin it, not upon nuthority,
but from a perception and conviction of its truth. We tiy to
look honestly at every question that claims our attention; we
shirk no issue, bowever momentous.  We want to know the
truth ; and, failing that, tho true stato of our own minds, the
truo order of our thouglits, tho true possibilities of belief for us.
We depart vory far from what somo count saving truth, but wo
retin as tho sheet anchor of our mminds, & settled ¢ mviction that
our bighest duty lies in boing truo to oursilves. We have
determined to mrke, once for all, our peaco with Naturu; and,
from tho widest and most candid study of what is, try to discern
what ought to be. All duties aro founded on relations; the
relations only truly understood, the duties am easily dedueed.
* Thuse who have nover oxercised, or do not caro to exercise thar
minds in tho discovery of truth will naturally have littlo faith in
tho success of the attempt,—as littlo as ho who hid his talenint a
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napkin had in tho vesults of honest industry, We hold, howover,
thut tho blessing which was pronounced npon thoso who hunger
and thirst aftor vighteousness, might equally have been pronounced
upon thoso who hiungor and thiwst after truth ; thoy shall be filled ,
they may not escupe all error, but thuy shall escapo the pervers on
of mind thut comes of ervor wilfully clung to, of light wilfully
shunned,

But wo shall, perhaps, bo asked : Can any real contontiont of
soul be found apart from some form of what is commonly callel
faitk. To this 1 should bo inclined to answer, No; but thea Ly
fuith, I do not understand assent to a number of more or less
unintelhgiblo doctrines. I would call fuith tho repose of the soul
in certain nscertnined morul troths.  “ What a man sowoth that
shall ho also reap—thero is a tiuth, I should sry, adapted to
sustain any mau who sincerely desives to do his best in tho would.
Such a truth as this does not produce contentmont in the mind of
one who wanta to shirk his duty ; but then, he who wants to
shirk his duty shiould not bo helped to countontment. Nor will it
givo much comfort to that large cluss of persons who want both to
zat their exke und have it; and who valuo ¢ the gospel” chiefly
beeause they think they sce in it a means whereby this paradex
may be realized. Any systom, however, which undertakes or
promises to equalize things for the wise and unwiso, he reckies.
and the careful, tho wasteful and the provident, stunds selfcor.
demned. The true workee trusts gladly to the constancy ot
nature's laws , assure him that ho shall reap us ho sows, that it
shall be measured to him ng ho neasures to others, that the law of
the conservation of energy applics in the moral no less than in the
physical sphere, and he asks no more. o feels that ho has
Nuture— the Power that makes for righteousness "—on his sidw:
and this sutlices to give him all the confidenco and _ranguility of
‘aith.

To conclude thoss remarks, I would just say that our aim tw
night is not to make proselytes, but to enjoy socinl intercourso, and
to become better acquainted with ono another. Wo are glad t.
havo some with us on this occasion, who are not with us onlin-
arily : and if any should desire to know more of our prnciple,
opinions or methods than they can gather thig evening, we cords
ally invito them to our Sunday meetings. Wo do not claim
possess the truth : we huld all our opinions subject to vevision
wo do not regard the leadas of modern thought aa one whit mure
infalhible than tho leaders of anciont thought; we ave simply
making the best of all tho meaus within our power for rationalisung
our minds and Lringing our lives under the govornment of right
principles.  Wo sympathise with all, wheraver thoy may he, whs
havo similar objects at heart ; and wo claim their sympathy.  The
time, we trust, is not far off when community of moral aim will
attruct men moro powerfully than theoretical differences will reped
themn , and, in that day, the Progicssive Society, or romothng
cquivalent to it, will bo tho strougest church in all the land.

Oh ! my Christian brother, why will you not see that human
nature is not dependent upon mere religioas belief for its gowd
ness? Thero are good men in every land, overy nation, wven
town, and every placo. Goodness is our birthright, the natural
inheritanco of every one that lives.  Sect or creed does not create
moruls or virtue.  Tho Atheist lives as great and good a Jifo m
tho Deist or the Pautheist ; aye, and better, too, becauso truth i
a botter stand-point thau crror.  Once teach people how things
can be, and there i3 no nced for a creator nor croation ; and they are
taught in the cverlasting hills and rolling orbs of universal space.
—Mrs. E. D. Slenker.

We care for tho horso bocauso he wils for us without compen
sation ; tho dog, becauso he is fuithful and prc_fcrs ours to his oxn
species 3 the cow, becauso living or dead she is useful to us ; b
tho Humanity embodics all these qualitics, to us, sho is _tlm an
in all, commanding our gratitude, reverence, love, devotion ant
worship.—DPositive Thinker.




