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PASTORAL ADDRESS TG GUR GONGREGA-
TIONS, OK THE LAGK OF WMINISTERS
AHD STUDENTS N DIVINITY TO SUPPLY
BUR VAGANGIES.

BRETHREN,~At the late meeting of
ynod in Pictou, the fellowing formed part
f the Resolution adopted in connection
ith the Report of the Home Mission
ard :

“In consideration of the great want of
hinisters and students in Divinity to supply
rmany vacancies, the Synod Tesolves,

1st. That Kirk Sessions appoint a spe-
ial day o be set apart for prayer to * the
rd of the Harvest,” as well as for special
ppeal to the peoplc

ﬁndl That Kirk Sessions be enjoined
to brmg specially before the minds of young
men i the churches uider their care, who
nay manifest such sphiitual and intellectual
ifts as seem to fit tuemn for the work of the
inistry, the duty of devoting themselves
that work.

Sndly. That the Moderator be requested
1 prepare, for the benefit of our congrega-
tions, a Pastoral Address on this all-impor-

t subject.”
r“lll-important, brethren, must the subject
ibeacl\nowledgcd It is vital to our exist-
e, An interest in it is presumed. No
meme can occupy a higher place in the ear-
,!zst prayers and meditations of a christian
fople thar the condition among them of

the Church and cause of that Redeemer
whom they profess to love. Is Christ’s
Kingdum extending in their land*  They
rejoice, and are stimulated to increased ef-
fort for its yet further extension. Is it
stationary or decaying (and thuse words
may, in this connection, be termed synoni-
mous) 2 The mournful fact calls instantly
and loudly for “humiliation, self-exa-uina-
tion and praver.”

What, the's, at this moment, is the aspect
presented in these Maritime Provinces by
the Church of our fathers 7 Reluctantly it
must be owned—nay, it cannot be concealed
that its condition is cheerless aud disconrag-
ing almost to the last degree. To *‘speak
smooth things and prophesy deceits” will
in no way help us, weuld be notless fuolish
than iniquitons. The gravity of our sitna-
tion was manifest from the sad fidelity of
the description contained in the last II. M,
report. It has increased since that re-
port was adopted. Then our Synod num:
bered 32 ministers; now, by the recent
withdiawal from the ficld of one (Rev. A,
Pollok) who wasa “pillar,” it numbers
only 31, exactly its strength five years ago;
then there were 8, now 9 vacant charges,
and among thesc are included three of our
most, important congregations. To supply



