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the fact would tend to maike third persons the obljectýs of plub-

lic curiosity. In the case Of G<>od v. /Y//ioil, 6 T.R., 693,

Buller, J.', Sail -'' ar-n Of ()pjnjiin that a 1)et Ofl aI la(Iy'

age, (>r as to whether she has a mole on- lier face, whetheV 11

has a wart on lier face (which is cOnsidercd a niasty thing), i

V(>)id." (3) Wagers -which gave cithier p)arty ani intercst in doiflg

or procuriflg some uniawful act. Suicl is the well-known catse

of GIibrt v. SykXcs, 16 East, i150, in which the plaintiff, a cotintry

parson, when lifling with the defendant, the sc(iUire, iiiade al bet

at the (lecfendaintsç own tab)le, after (limier (as the rel)(rt iýs carc-

fui t() say>. The conversation turnied iplon the probabilitY ()f
the assassinati< n of Nap )lcof BOnaparte, then FrtCf5l
and liv the terrns of the wager, the (lefendant rccivcd frolfl
the piaintiff i100 guineas on the 3 1 St of May, 1802, -inl Col'-

sideration of paying the plaintiff a gulinea a day thereafter a,

long as Bionaptlarte lived. The defendant paid his gu-irlea flp
the 2 5th Of l)ecemb)er, I 8o, anj(l then, st< ppC(i, wlheretlPOfl

the plaintiff brought his action, but was held not to be enl-
titled t() succeed, on grounlds of public poiicy, and on the

groun(l, arnongst others, that a person Wh(> was (lrawinig Il

guinea a (lay as long as Napoleo)n lived, would lie slow to Per-
forrn the (luties of a citizen in the event of Na-,pole>n, aswa

threatened, invadingr England.
So numerous were the actions lirouglit upo)(n these w.1gerI

at one time, that the time of the court was waste(l in

adjudicating upon them, and the judges toOk uiponthiSl~
to postpone the trial of ail actions of this kind uintil the rcst

of the business hadl been dlispo)(sed of, or in the languaige of
Bayley, J., in G;i/bert v. Sykcs, Il until the courts had nothing

else to attend to."
The practice of lietting finally grew to such caiarrning Pl*()

portions that the Legisiature had to intervene, and the iirst

statute restricting the Power of enforcing gaming del>ts ~
passed, narnely, 16 Charles Il., chai) 7. This statulte, after

reciting that ýail gaines and exercises should not lieueiotr
wîse than as innocent and mo<ierate'recreati<)fl, andl not '

ealling and meatns of iiveiihood(, ani tbat vouing peop)le wa5tL~
their time and fortunes in the immnioderate uise Of thce~fC

'.) is


