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a Bible nxarvellotisly true to the original ln
the beauty of its tone and the majesty of
Ith language and the subtleress of its power
-a lit monument of geacrat ions of labor
andi of the blood o! the martyrs.

1. The first volume oi Scrlpture printed in
OUI. niother tongue was Tyndale's New Tes-
ment. William Tyndale was a student of

Oxford, a university whose life liad been
deeply influenced by Erasmus and otiier men
who made and were made by the New
Learaing. We learn from Foxe that hie
wa.c "well verseci in the knowledge of the
longues, and especially ln the linowledge
of the Seriptures, whereunto lus mind was
sirigularly adclicted." From the flirst hie
scems to have boldly dedicated himiself to
his life's work. He once said to a prlest:
"I defy the.,pope's laws. If God spare my
life, ere mnany years 1 wilI cause the boy
that dr*veth the plough to kcnow more o!
the Seriptures tlian you do."

Failing to find assistance or sympathy
f romn the Bishop of London, he went into
the secret of a foreiga city, Cologne on the
Rhine, andl there was preparing to print
the Englishi New Testament. But the ehureh
of that day could almost see ln secret. The
l)rinters were summoned and the authorities
swooped down on Tyndale, but theïr prey
was already far Up the Rhine, bis transla-
tion and bis prlnted sheets wlth hlm on
the way to Worms. Protected by that free
city lie issuied the first printed copies of
the English New Testament.

The work was the creature of bis own
bands, and 15 the foundation of almost ail
subsequent translations o! the New Tes-
tanment. Tt is worthy of note, for example,
thit the Beatîtudes in Matthew V. in the
authorizrd version are, with but two or
tbree sliglht changes, word for word the
translation of William Tyndale. The spir-
itual insight of Tyndale's mmnd. the sym-
pathy of bis Christian heart, and the
strength of his mastery, at once of the
original and o! the English, have made bis
the preponderating personality among the
group of aEnglish transiators, and bis influ-
ence an enriching streama flowing tbrough
ail the versions.

Tyndale's preclous volumes were smuggled
into England hidden in bales o! ail klnds
of goods. They were distrîbuted in Lon-
dIon ani in the country at large by a sort
of secret Book and Tract Society, which sold
them at fî'om $8 to $10 a ccipy. The class
o" people who bouglit themr seems to bave
been university students and intelligent
merebants.

These using the book as tbe test of tbe
faitlî and practîce of the Roman Ohurcli
brought upon it the wrath of the authori-
ties. Every known copy was seized. They
even bougbt up ail Tyndale's stock in Ant-
werp: Tyndale clearing enough money on
the sales to pay bis debts and issue a new
ani revised edition. A grand burning was
beid in London in St. Paul's cburcbyard.

'rhere wvas roblng o! prlests, singlng of
masses, ringing o! beils, speeches by the
bisliops, etc., about the evil influence of the
book; a grand procession round the fire, the
tosEsinig of the books to the flames-and ail
tu the glory of God ami for the good of
the "'HoIy Cathollc Church."

Meanwhlle Tyndale wvas at worlc. He pub-
lishied revisecl editions o! the New Testament
ln 15341 and 1535, and also an English ver-
sion of the Pentateuch. But the net was
gatlering around him. Betrayed by one who
pretended to be a friend, he was kldnapped
to the castle of Vilvorde and there a!ter
imiprisonment, strangled and tluen burned.
1-i'; last prayer was: "Lord open the eyes
o! the IÇing of England."

Thus the flrst ehapter o! the story o!
Englislh translations closes ln bloodshed.

2. "Coverdale's Bible." The Reformatton
niovement in JEngland was progresslng.
Cranmer bad pied before Convocation for
an Englisl translation. Coverdale made
bold to supply it, and publlshed ln 1535 the
first printed edition of the whole Bible, and
wvas evenl permitted to Issue, ln 1537, an edi-
tion "'with the King's most gracious license"
-the beginning o! the answer to Tyndale's
prayer. The important point about Cover-
dale's Bible Is that the New Testament and
the Pentateuch. are a reprint of Tyndale's,
some wvhat revised, and tbat from Joshua to
Malachi was tbe work o! Coverdale himself-
a graduate of Cambridge, a devotee of the
New Learning and well able to do his work.

Coverdale dled ln honored oid age, but
his long and painful lmprisonmient in Mary's
reign, and bis narrow escape, through the
belp of the King of Denmark, lends this
ebapter of our story a dash of sorrow o!
its own.

3. MINattbew's or Rogers' Bible appeared
la 1537 "set forth with the Kinge's most
Gracyous Lycense." It was made up o!
T3 ndale's New Testament and Pentateuch,
revised, and very probably of Tyndale's
translation down to Ezra, printed fromn pa-
pers left by bim. From Ezra to Malachi was
a revision of Coverdale. The important point
Is that "from Mattbew's Bible ail later re-
visions bave been formed."1

Thuis chapter of the story has its dark
memories, for the flrst martyr at the sta<e
in Mary's reign was none other than Jo-
hannes Rogers, alias Matthew.

4. The Great Bible. Matthew's Bible was
revised and published under the patronage o!
Thomas Cromwell, the great Protestant
statesman, in 1539, in a large volume-hence
.thîe namne "the Great Bible"-and was ber-
alded by a royal proclamation "that une
boke o! the whole Bible of the largest vol-
ume in English be set up in the churches,"
cbained to a pîllar or desk, tbat any one
migbt come and read. Often the Latin serv-
ices were disturbed by the volce o! one who
read to an assembled crowd. The Latin
mummerles bave passed awaY, but our Eng-
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