
143

at their own quarters, and imagining themselvea in safety, they soon

recovered from their surprise arnd fright, and as we cJimbed the li ve
sawv here and there above a rock a head npparently watchingy us. Soon

the animiais theniselves appeared, and by degrees returned to the agyree-

able occupation of fattening themselves for the long hibernation of
the coming, wint(-r. Thle wliistling vient on at intervals, buit the note

of fear was changed to* one that savored evex' so slightly of impudence-

Our min(ls viere now at rest. Here wvas food in plenty, and although

we discovered afterwards that the ilesh of the whistler is neither very

tender nor very palatabie. it wvas easily procured and furnishied us.

with several good meals when nothing better had been shot ; but at no

other tinxe did 'vo attempt to take them. Only a few days before, the

surrounding bis had been entirely covercd 'vith snow, but on many

exposed laces it l-A meited away and vie ran up a grassy siope dotted

with spring flowvers. There was the beautiful Erythoninra giganteum,

a larger and muchx more handsouae species than its brother the

familiax' Addei's Tongue or Pog.toothed Violet of' our Ottawa

woods, beside it grevi Anenione occidentalis, the western niountain

Anenione, a far larger and more attractive fiovier than any of our eat-

erm fornis of this genus. The littie arctic buttercnip Ranuinclus EscI-
scholtzii 'vas everyvihere ini profusion, axnd in the littie riviets run-

ning froni the snowv Ep)ilobiinni alpinuni grew in dense ciuimpS,

its delîczito pink flowers mas.sed togrether to atttract, attention. Clay-

tonia Caroliniana: var. sessilifolia, wits atbundant too, but is not nearly

s0 pretty as our Spring ]3(auty, of which it is a variet.y. iMerely

glancing axt these as a foretaste of vilat vins iii store for us, we lost no-

tixne in climbing, to the summit of the hli, vihich we soon reached, and,

froni vhich vie liad a xnngnificent vievi of the surrounding country.

Due nortli of us lay Slxuswap Lake, and it vins not difficult to trace with

the eye the course of tIe creek froia our feet to where, it entered it. Far

to the north and nortîeast wverc snow.capped niotntains, and one gflacier

could be seen gylittering, in thc sun. Towards the south the pros4pect
vins brighlter. A motintuin prairie, about three miles across, stretched.
from, vihere ie, stood to, a bigler axountain. Furtiier in]and, a few

grovos of trees and frequent LsXahes of brilliant color, viuiere tIe flowers.

of one species predoniinnted, gave thc whole an appearance of an im-


