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all buman customs and opinions must necessarily change by development ;
bnt this one volume is an exception to the laws of development, its Divine
Author having anticipated the minutest changes of the future and perfectly
adapted its statements and principles to every possible exigency of its varied
task throngh all stages of the strange eventful history of humanity.

And this must be the profound and abiding conviction of the living Church
of God, as, against all opposition, she steadily prosecutes her great work of
spreading the Gospel, of pressing forward the world-wide advertisement and
dissemination of Bible truth—tlus tiuth is ceerlasting. Never for an instant
must the ‘‘angel ” yield to the first insinuation of a doubt that within the
buards of this one Book she holds life for the death ard light for the dark-
ness of all ruined humanity in all circumstances and at all times however
far future, for the complicated and inveterate diseases of sin the sovereign
elixir of immortal health, for all the ills that flesh is heir to Heaven's never-
failing panacea, God’s own everlasting catholicon. Let this conviction, my
brethren, take full possession of us, and carry us forward ! If there be
dungeons yet to be opened and fetters yet to be broken, if there be muoral
swamps yet to be drained and clouds of superstitivus miasma yet to be
chaged away, if there yet be priesteraft to uproot and tyranny to strike down,
we must feel persvaded—nay, we are persnaded—that this one old Gospel is
the instrument by the'honest use of which the gigantic task is to be aceum.
plished, and that beeause it is  everlasting.”

And 1s not such a persuasion founded vn incontrovertible evidence ? After
the youngest part of this Gospel was nearly fifteen hundred years old what was
it that aroused from the dishonourable and passive lethargy of ages the mind of
Europe ! Jf the Reformation inangurated modern liberty, progress and man-
hood, beyond all question it was the Bible which inaugurated the Reforma.
tion.  What was it that gave England and Scotland (and their colony in the
North of Ireland), small and poor as they naturally are, the wonderful name
of Gireal Britain, and their place of eminence among the nations ! The free
circulation of this Bible. What was it that within the last fifty years trans-
formed the savage cannibalism of the South Pacific islands into communitics
of guiet, sober, industrious, pious men and women!? What was it that buta
few years ago broke the horrid spell of ages and delivared the down-trodden,
priest-ridden people of Italy, putting ancient Rome under *he protection of
a free and intelligent parliament ! What is it that is now acting like a chanu
on India aud Japan, crushing out hoary devil-worship and blessing them
with liberal institutions! Science! No! Political philosophy { No!
This old Bible ! Yes! Reason and argue as men may, the historical fact
stands indisputable, the Bibles translated, printed and cireulated by John
Wickliffe and Martin Lvrther were the living seed of all these things
Pupery, Ignorance, Heathenism, and Barbarism have retired before the Bible
everywhere 3 free institutions, personal independence, virtuous and happy
homes, good schools and good health, good morals, good drains, food reads
and good shops have everywhere followed this Bible. That all this is
simple historical fact no man whese opinion is worth a straw will venture
to deny. This one Book is th: poteer of God.  There is no religion, there is
no philosuphy, there is no political doctrine, there is no physical force at this
moment on the face of the carth that wields one Lulf as much transforming
and aggressive power as this one old Book. If you ask the reason why, there
is but one answer : It is * everlasting ” truth.

III.—THE AREA OVER WHICH TidE COMMISSION OF THIS ANGEL~—THE
CucreH EXTENDS : “‘ Every NaTioNy AND ToNGUE AND PEoPLE.

Such is the vast sphere of action presented to the Christian Church. * The
field is the world,” said Jesus Christ. The British and Foreign Bible Suciety
has for many years, without s*aggering at the magnitude of the prospect.
accepted this enterprise.  Whatever be the perplexing variety of phrene
logieal type, moral status and political condition presented by the populativns




