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This ligamient exerts traction ail around the front surface of the
lens, and renders it less convex than it wouid otherwise bc, and
its relaxation plays an important part in the adaptation of the eye
for sighit nt different distances.

The ranngrefracting miedinnii to be iîext spoken of, is
the vitreous humour, w'hich lie-, in the concavity of the retina,.
and occupies about four-fii'ths ot the posterior portion of the eye.
The vitreotis humour contains about 98 per cent. of water, and a
smnall portion of albumen and saits, its refracting index being
therefore almnost the saine as that of wvater.

With thîs knowvledge then of the anatomical structure of the
eye, it wvill be readily understoocl how tlîis organ is really an
optical instrument, ani projects images of external objects on a
screen, the retina.

The différent refracting me dia, wlîich go to forrn the organ

of sight,-tie cornlea, the aqueous humiour, thc crystalline lens, and
the vitreouis humnour,-may be considered as together forming a
comnpounci lens, through wvhich the rays of l;ght pass w'hen the

sensation of vision is hiad. The rays passing fromi a lurninous
body, t ail uipon the sclerotic and the cornea. Those faliing on
the formi-er are reflected, and talce no part in vision. The more

central ones impinge upon the cornea, and, of these, sorne
are reflectcd, giving to tic surface of the eye its beautiful
glistenin'gappearance. Others, hoivever, pass through1 the cornea,
are ccinverged in s0 doin-, and enter the aqueous humour, wrhichi
probaibly exerts nîo perceptible effect on their direction. Here

agithose rays wvhich pass throuigh the outer, or more circuîn-
ferential part of the cornea, are stopped, and are either ref1ectcd
or absorbed by the iris. Those that faIt upon the more central

part of the cornea, pass through the pupil, and impinge on the

crystalline lens, wvhich by Uic convexity of its surface, and by its
greater density towarcls the centre, very niuclî increases the con-
vergence of flic rays passing throughi it. They thien traverse the
vitreous hurnour,-wvhose principal use appcs to be to afford
suipport to the expanded retina,-and are broughit to a focus on
that tunic, forming there an exact, but inverted, image of the
object.

The two causes that tend to mar the sliarpness and
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