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THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

E4smor AND F2R0PLE.

THE EPISTLEN.

By oral preaching amd teactung the apostles and
evangelists gathetesd men to Jesus Cheist and formed
then into churclies of the sainte.  The Epistles sup-
plement the orrd testimony, survey the condition of
the chusches, and, with a view to their education and
guidance, descant upon Christian doctrine, discipline,
and practice,  For this reason it is that all persons of
religious culture tind so muvh spiritual food in the
Epistles. They were compuosed for the express pur-
pose of feeding the Chunly, and impressing sacred
truth and duty on the followers of the Lamb,

‘They are twenjy.one in number, and thus more
numcrous than aither the histonical wr prophetical
books, Of the twenty-one, thitteen are ascribed to
St. Paul, one to St James, two to St Peter, three to
§t. John, one to St. Jude, and one ithe Epistle to the
Hebrews) is anvnymous.  This last 1s usually clagsed
with the letters of St Paul, and the Epistles are
divided into Pauline and general - %3 smaccurntely so,
because the Lpistles of James and 1st; Peter are not
general, but have a speatic direction, and the second
and third Epistles of Jehn are pnvate letters.

In the English Rilile, the Epistles of Paul are placed
first, such being the order of the \ ulgate, and famhar
at the time when our translation was made. It tsalso
the order of many Lireck manuscnipts, but not of the
oldest, or of the greatest number ; for they place what
are called the General epusties after the Book of Acts,
and before the letters of Paul.

A point of greater importance s the nght orderning
of St. Paul’s Lpistles.  We have them placed appar-
eatly with some refevence to thetr size and importance
and not at ali in the order of tmein which they were
written. The great doctneal Epustle to the Rumans
stands first, Then come the twa ecelesiastical and
admonitory letters to the Greeks ; then six to churches
in Asia Minor and Macedoma ; and lastly, four letters
to individuals.  In thic urder we shall conmder them,
as we have already stushed the books of the prophet,
though we lose seme advantage by nat follawing the
natural order of time.  .\ny reader who prefers that
order may begin with the First Epistle to the Thes.
salonians, and end with the Second Epistle to Tumothy,
arranging the thirteen cpistles of 5t. Paul in three
classes as follaws |

{1.) Thbse wniten before the Apostle’s Roman im-
prisonment, six 1n number, namely, 1 Thessalonians,
2 Thessalonnans, 1 Connthians, 2 Corinthians, Gala-
tians, Romans.

(2.) Those wntten dunimg the Romanimprisonment,
of which there are four, namely. | phasians. Colossians,
Philemon, Phillippians.

(3.) Those written after the Roman imprisonment,
of which there are three, the last being produred dur
ing the second imprisonment. and quite at the rlose
of the Apostic's hfe, namely, ¢t Tunmothy, Titus, 2
Timothy.

There is no ditiiculty in understanding why so large
a proportion of the canonical Fpistles should have is
sued from the Apostle Paul. It was he who most
abounded in missionary labours, and was the champion
of Christianity, not in little Judea, but in the great
world, Many churches he planted, others he visited
and taught.  Over all of them he kept a loving and
watchful eye ; and there camc upon him, in his riper
years, a carc of all the churches. It appears, too, that
he had a most extensive acquaintance with the Christ-
ian workers in the cities of Asia, Greece and [aly.

St. Paul was no ncophyte, but an experienced
Christian teacher, when he began to write the Epistlcs.
He is believed to have been converted A D. 37, and
the earliest of his extant letters were not written till
A.D. 33, when he had thought much and suffered
much as a Christian, having preacked the Word for
sixteen eventful years. His whole ministry exvended
over about thirty years, and his cpistles were all com-
posed during the latter half of that ministry, or within
the fourteen years preceding his martyrdem.

But, have we all his epistles? It has been strongly
meintained we must have them all, on the ground that
all the writings of an Apostle were entitled to the rank
of Sacred Scriptures, and that no Scripture has been
allowed to be lost. But this is abaseless assumption,
All the words and works of our blessed Saviour are
not found on record, and if sayings of the Son of God
which might have been preserved have been allowed

to be lost, why should it be supposed that all the writ-
ten words of His Apostotic servants must have been
saved from hazards of thne as necessary t¢ the com.
pleteness of Holy Scripture? Enough of St Paul's
correspondence with churches and with Christian
brethren is preserved for the Information and direction
of the undversal Church in all time coming. Butin the
Fiest Epistle to the Corlnthians thers ix an allusion to
a previous letter sent to that church;und In the
Eplistle to the Colossians we read of nne sent to Lno.
dicea, which might also be read at Colosse, Possi-
Ly the Intter of these may be the Epistle (o the Lphe.
sians, sent as a circular letter to she congregations in
the province of Asia; but the foriner is surcly a lost
Epistle.  \What Calvin has said of it scems to us gulte
reasonable, “That epistle of which he speaks is not
at this day extant, nor s there any doubt that wany
others have been lost; but it is enough that thos re-
mam to us which the Lond foresaw to suftice.” If
many of St. Paul’s letters have been lost, we may in-
fer that lettters of the other Apostles are also lost. In
course of their ministry they must have had occasion
to write many Epistles besides those which kind Provi-
dence has preserved for our learning, and which the
whole Church reccives as canonical and inspired.—
Dr. Donald Fraser.

NOT KR,

Not far, not far frgm the kingldom,
Yet in the shadow of sin,

Hlow many ate coming and going,
How few are enteringin g

Not far from the golden pate.way,
Where volces whisper and walt,’
Fearing to enter in boldly,
Sa lingenng still at the gate !

Catching the strain of the music
Floating sa sweetly along,

Lunowing the song they ate singing
Yet juining not in the song 3

Secing the warmth and the beauty,
The ishnite love and the Jight,

A ¢t weary, and lonely, and waiting,
Outan the desolate mipht !

Ot in the datk and the danger,
Qut in the night and the cold,
Theugh e s longing to lead them

Lenderly inte the fold.

Not fac, ot ae fovm the kingldom,
*Tis only a little space
Itat it may be at last and furever,
Out of the resting jlace.
—~La livk Congr catinalist,

VERY SHUORT AND VERY LUONG.

‘There are some things very short, and some things
very long.  God in His word tells us of both of these,
and bids us look at them.

1 Lifeis very short. God speaks of it as a shadow,
v Chron xxix. 15, n weaver's shuttle, Job vii. 6, a
flower, Psalm ciii. 15; a leaf, Isa. Ixiv. 6, a hand-
breath, Psalin xxxix. 5; a vapour, Jamesiv 14; asleep,
Psalm xc. 5; a flood, Psalm xc. 5. Is not life, then
short? Ifit be like these it must be short indeed.

2 Timeis very short. 1t is made up of many lLives,
yet it is short. ‘The time is short, says Paul, 1 Cor.
vii. 29 ; the world passeth away, says John, 1 John ii.
17. A few years will end all.

3. Thesinner’sjoy is short. It is but for a moment,
says Job, chap. xx. 5. The fashion of this world pass-
cth away, 1 Cor vii. 31. He may laugh and dance
and be gay, and take his easc and be merry ; but his
joy soon comes to an end. It fades away, and leaves
nothing behind it but grief.

4 The saint’s sorrow is short. It is but for a mo-
ment, 2 Cor. iv. 17. It may be heavy, and hard to
bear, but it is soon over, and it leaves no shadow be-
hind. When itis done all is joy forever.

These are some of the things that are very short.
They are spoken of by God, that you may think upon

‘them. Will you not? Look back at the past years
of your life, and look onward, and let these things that
are so short ~-so very short—be looked at in view of
the past and of the coming time.

Tlut there are other things that are long—very long

so long thatmen cannot countthem. They are for-
cverand ever. Let me ask you to think of them also.
God bids you think of them. ’

1. God Himself, He is from everlasting to ever-
lasting, Psalm xc, 2. His life is throughout all eter-
nity, for He is the King eternal and immortal, 1 Tim,

-

.17, How well for us to have this God for our God
—t0 have llim for our portion in such a changing
world |

2, God's love. ‘The mercy of the Lord, says David,
is from everlasting to everlasting, Psalin cili, 17, The
love of God changes not. His mercy never dies. s
grace never grows old.

3. Thelife to come. [t 1y everlasting life, John iit.
16; there is no death in this life, and no end. le
who gets it gets it forever and ever.  What must it be
to have efernal life |

4. The saint’s joy, At God's right hand are pleas.
ures forevermore, Psalmn xvi 11 ¢ the joy which the
ransomed of the Lond obtain is everlasting joy, Isalah
xxxv, 10. How blessed to have joy like this— joy that
shall never end t

5. The sinncr’s sorrow. It Is endless—emdles:
The fire is everlasting, Isalah xxxiil, 14 ; the torment
is day and night forever and ever, Rev. xx. 10. The
darkness is the bLlackness of darkness forever, Jude
13, How sad to lic down in such sorrow—to have
these everlasting burnings for our home,

God asks you to consider ydur ways. Will you
prefer this world to the world to come? [ sin better
than Christ?  Are the weeds of the earth sweeter than
the flowers of Paradise? ‘Tune stays not ; do not you,
then, stay. Let not sin keep you back from God, and
shut you out of heaven. Come and wash in the open
fountain, Come and get the white robe. Then,
whether your days on earth are few or many, it mat.
ters not.  \When the Lord comes you shall have the
joy, and the glory, and the crown. - Z7. Lonar, D.1J.

THE MODERN PULPIT AND SCEPTICAI
CULTURE. )

It beromes, no doubt, a perplexing question in
many cases, [ow ought the gospel preacher to deal
with such a state of facts?  He cannot but be awate
that a large number of those to whom he preachesare
more ov less brought under the influence of this scep-
tical culture, And besides, he is aware that he and
all who stand fast to “ the faith once delivered to the
saints” are continually held up before the people as
ignorant, dogmatic bigots, whose religious creed of
necessity puts them into a position of antagonism to-
wards scientitic knowledge and the projress of the age
What, then, is the duty of the preacher in reference to
this noisy, rampant, and aggressive scepticism? Can
he aftord utterly to ignore it?2  Evidently not,  Shall
he, then, arm himself with sling and stone, and go
forth to meet these Liliputian Goliaths who defy the
armics of the living God?  Must he shame the smat. /
terers by going back to the foundation of their infide,
systems, and instructing the people in the categories
of Kant and the philosophy of Hegel, with their out.
flonenng in the destructive criticism of the Tubwigen
school? Must he expound and expose the Positive
Philosophy, and point out the mistake of Sir Wilham
Hamilton in regard to the unconditioned and the un.
thinkable? Must he discuss with Mr. Herbert Spencer
his system of the universe developed from the un.
knowable, and his new theory of creation under Dar.
win's law of development? Must he mark out for the
people the mistakes of the phiiosophers concerning
that mysterious line which separates between the
knowable and thinkable and the unconditioned and
unknowable? Must he follow Tyndall and Huxley
and Darwin into the pencfralia of nature, and expose
the missing links in-their theories of the origin of man
and of the universe? Must he trudge with Sir John
Lubbock over his immeasurable mud-bank of facts,
often falsely so called, or grope his way with Baron
Gould through his immeasurable fog-banks of specu-
lauon touching the genests of man and us religions?

Manifestly not. This would be a practical laying
asude the duties of his office. And morever, such u
not the truc method of meeting error in the populas
mind, even philosophically considered. Every minis-
ter of in.clligence and experience has discovered that
the most effective method of destroying the influence
of error over the minds of men is not {o give chase
afier it into the wilderness of controversy, but to instd
into the minds of the people clear and distinct ideas
of the contrary truth. The surest antidote to false
hood is a clear-cut, simple statement of the positive
truth which falsehood assails. There is a profound
philosophy underlying the instruction given by an in-
spired apostle to a young friend in the ministry, and
one specially appropriate to the young ministry of
this day :——“Keep thou that which is committed to



