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Ilitudes, because, if it did, the whole sky would be a blaze
Of Statlight, If telescopes witb powers far exceeding our
Present one, were made, they would no doubt show new
Strs of the twentieth and twenty-first, etc., magnitudes.

Bu tis bighly probable that the number of such successive
Orders of stars would not increase in the same ratio as is ob-
served in the eighth, ninth, and tenth magnitudes, for ex-5.Iiple. The enormous labour of estimating the number of
Stars oi such classes will long prevent tbe accumulation of
Statisiics on this question ; but this mucb is ctrtain, that in
8pecial regions of the sky, which have been searchingly ex-
IInincd b>' various telescopes of successivel>' increasing
aPertures, the number ot new stars found is by no means in
Proportion to the increased instrumental power. If this is
fOund to be truc elsewhere, the conclusion may be that,
After al, the stellar system can be experimentally shown toStars. fin extent ant to contain onîy a int number of

aot 6n the whole sky an e>e ofaverage pwrwl e
alth 000 stars, as I have just said. w er wi tlIsoe
th'&enuMbr 158 greatl>' increaïed, and the most powerfui
tarls. of modern times wilî show more than 6o.oo0,o000

beens Of~ this number, not one out of one hundred has ever
then firtatogted an ail . .'I ail, 314,926 stars, frolt

thefirt o te nneanda-hlfmagnitudes, are contained ith flOr'hern sk>' or about 6oo,ooo in both hemispheres.
ftee can be seen with three-inch object.glass.-Pr#-fe$rE. e- Ho/dte,,, in, the August Coa'tury.
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RE GRE T.

BY R. W. ARNOT.

Oh 1 gie e back the years ilso

WibPleasure's phantom forms whose fruit is but

A confusion,
An~d avain regret that searsThe nemor>' like some acid deep inbitiiigThe purcst silver, and recording lines inditiiig
In black relief appears.

OJiSO stood I on the brink
0fét, on cither hand delicious dreams unshattered,

And strown before me cboicest gifts were scattered,
Witb many a golden link

Loîncd to desires that, surging in my> brain,
Falsc Prophet promised pîcasure without pain

And bade me drink.

And deep the cup I drained
Of wiuc from. out Gomorrab's çrapcu expressed,
Wile thirst unquencbed the bitter trutb confessed,

T he loss I gained;
Si's Blood "may cleanse. but nauglit can e'er efface

nburnilg foote , or in man replace

7,4%POP.AR iDEA OF A READING BOOK.

d isindffrence to the higher functions of literature, this

fo rr rgr the reading book as mainly a means

Wb,,~ '80 Wbnce is its origin ? Why s it that witb the
r4aker thl Of EnRlish literature open to the text.book

tir d"bre should bave been, until recentiy, almost an en-
tire dl-sr rd of it, especiaily in the construction of those

fcad aing books whicb are co-extensive with the
1ifeth of the vast msjority of American children ? I

th-ne will b. found in the power of this great
ît~o 1 f commron schools to compel those wbo serve it

Cllract 11r , irit to b strongi>' affected by the ver>'
8 e t ofrig thMe which the>' are seeking to shape. ToSof oft this, we must take into view the whole

Th litertulre for the Young. ýgr elrj of ffty years last past bas witnessed an in-
.@tn 'ol une ofti literature, and also the growth Of a

tead tit i f javour of it. The disposition to separate the
erin0the Young froin the readîng of the mature is Of

tir a"del rdcvcîopment, and it bas resulted in the c ca-
of I distinct Order of books, ma,azines, and papers.ret Onyh there been great industry in autborshîp, but

fiteatu riust9rY also in editorial work. The classics of
eruc h ave been drawn upon not s0 much tbrough

8.8t A through adaptation. Great works, whose
d<r. la>'11t mucli in their perfection of form, have been
A. lCàshed and brouglit 10w for the use of the Young. The

4Zlnla'OnOfths gea bdyof rcading matter-wc can
cel cll t iteatre-asbeen largel>' in consequence

Met~~nse addition to the reading population, caused
Sldextofnsion of the common schooi system. When the

kldnOfa nation are taken at the age of five or six, and
ouPt eight or ten Years at school, and this schooling be-

lket e5 the great feature of their lite, dominating their
'v( n dctermaiuing the character of their rhought, it is~ itht aok and reading sbould be largcly accèssory,

Icid Bt t__e quality of the audience should largyel>' aff-ct the

prehension of the power of great literature in its wholes, and
made their books collections of fragments. There are two
facts wbich signaîlly characterize the condition of the popu-
lar mind under this regime; first, that literature is relegated
to the higher grades as soruetbing to be studied ý- and,
secondl>', that the newspapcr is advocated as a reading book
in scbools. So remote bas literature come to be in the
popular conception. This state of things may have been
inevitable ; it is none the less deplorable. -Horace E.
Scudder, in Auqust Atlantic.

A SERMON BYPrATHER TAYLOR.

I once beard Father Taylor preach a sermon on the
Atonement. It was aIl in a style that nobody but a sailor
could understand, a style tbat ever>' sailor could compre-
benti, although a treatise on this subject from an up-town
puipit woutd have been " Greck " to bim. This was one
of the passages: " You are dead in trespasses and sins, and
buried too, down in tbe lower hold amongst the ballast, and
you can't get out, for there is a ton of sin on the main
hatch. You shin up the stanchions and try to get it open,
but you can't. Yuu rig a purchase. You get your baud.
spikes, capstan bars, and watch tackles, but they are no
gooti. Yuu can't siart it.. Then you begin to sing out for
belp. You bail ail the saints you think are on deck, but
the>' can't help you. At last you bail Jesus Christ. IHe
comes straight aloug, AlI ho wanted was to be asked. He
just claps bis shoulder to that ton of sn. Lt rolîs oei'~and
then Hie says, 1'Siipmates, come out 1 ' Well, if you don't
come out, it is aIl your own fault."

Lt was on the Sunday before a State election. Briegs was
the candidate of the Whig part>', but Father Taylor desired
that be should be clected because he was a religious man.
This was his prayer : ilO Lord, give us good men to rule
over us, just men, temperance men, Christian men, men
who fear Thec, who obe>' Thy commaudmients, men wh-
But, O Lord, what's the use of veering and bauling and
pointing ail round the compass ? Give us George N. Briggs
for guvernur 1 " lis prayer was auswcred on the next day.

Father Taylor was cloquent, bumorous, and pathetic by
turus. S imetimes aIl these cbaracteristics seemed to be
merged in one. These and man>' others of bis traits inter-
ested me, but I loveti him because, first and last and alI
the time, he was the sailor's friend.-/ohn Codman, in. thé
Auqust Century.

A TERRIBLE TROPICAL SNAKE.

There are cîglit varieties of him (the fer-de-lance), the
most common beiug the gray' spcckled with black, pro-
cisel>' the colour that enables the monster to bide bimself
among the roots of the trees b>' simpl>' coiiing about them
and cuncealing bis triangular bcad. Sometimes hie is a
beautitul fl.wer yellow; then be may never be distin.
guished from the bunch of bright bananas, among which
lie hangs coled ; or he rua>'bc a dark ycllow, or a yellow-
ish-brown, or the colour of wine lees speckled witb pink
and black, or a perfect ash tint, or black witb a ycllow"
belly, or black with a rose belly-all bues of tropical mould,
of oli bark, of putrefying trocs, of forest detritus. Ttàe
iris of the cye is orange, witb red flashes ; at night it glows
like incandescent charcoal.

And the fer-de-lance reigus absolute king over the moun-
tains and the ravines ; ho is lord of the foresta and soli-
tudes b>' day, and b>' nigbt lie extends bis dominion over
the public roads, the famniliar paths, the parks, the pleasure
resorts. Peop e must remain at home atter dark unless
the>' dwcll in7the city itself ; if you happen to be out visit-
ing after sunset, oul>' a mile froru town, your friends will
caution you anxiou!l>' not to follow the boulevard as you go
back, and to keep as closel>' as possible to the ver>' centre ut
the paib. Even in the brigbtebt noon you cannot venture
to enter the woods unescorted ; you canuot trust yuur eyes
to dctect danger ; ut au>' moment a seeming branch, a kuot
of lianas, a pînk or gray' rout, a clump of pendent ycllow
fruit, may suddenly take lite, wrîtbe, swell, stretch, spring,
strike. Tîten you will need aid in-leed, and mo-t quickly;
for witbin the space of a Iew heart-beats the stricken flesh
chilîs, tumefies, sottens, changes colour, spots violaceousl>',
and an icy coldness crawls through ail the blood. If the
physiciati or the pauseur arrives in time, and no arter>' or
velu bas been directl>' pierced, there is hope ; but the danger
is not passed when life bas been saveti. Necrosis of tbe
tissues begins ; the flesh corrupts, tatters, tumbles fromu the
bone ; and the colours of its putrefaction are frightful
muckeries of the hues of vegetable deatb, of forest dccom- 9
position, the gbastly pinks and grays and yellows of rot-
ing trunks and roots melting back into the thick fetii
dlay that gave them birtb. Yuu moulder as the trees
moulder ; you crumble and dissolve as dissolves the sub-
stance of the balatas and the palms and the acomats ; the
Death. of-the- Woods bas seized upon you 1

And this pestilence that walketb in darkness, this destruc-
tion that wastetb at noonda>', may not be exorcised. Each i
female produces viviparousl>' from fort>' to sixty young at a
birth. The haunts ut the creature are in man>' cases mnac-
cessible, inexplorable ; its multiplication is prodigious ; it is ioui> thesurpus o thesw6L ingthat ove-rpouirsin the-
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I3ritt6b anb Jforelgn.
THE Rev. J. D. Powell, of Belfast, vice-president of the

Irish Wesleyan Conference, is dead.
T HE eightieth anniversary of of the birthday of Sir Peter

Coats was ceiebrated at Auchindrane Iately; the display of
fireworks was visible at Ayr.

Two stands of cdlours, one of the 26th Cameronians and
the other of the old Scots brigade, have been added to the
collection in St. Giles's Church.

AT the Plymouth celebration of the tercentenary of the
Armada, representatives were present of the lamilies of
Drake, Frobiher and Hawkins.

A SCOTCH paper put it this way : Lord Lorne, undeter-
red hy past failures, is about to publisb another volume of
verse under the title of 46'A Love Idyli."$

DR. F. F. ELLINWOOD, of New York, preached the
annual sermon in bahaif of the Kennett Bible and missionary
society in Clackinannan Parish Church lately.

THE Rev. George Milne Rae, M.A., secretary of the
mission at Madras, left Bombay on 21St uit. for Scotland,
and expects to return at the beginning of October.

Du RING the sittings at Manchester of the United Free
Methodist Conference, burgiars rified the secretary's box
and carried off the contents of the missionary boxes.

THE number of visitors to the Glasgow Exhibition bus
reached uver 2,000,000. It touk tnirty days to complete
the first million and thirty-three to complete the second.

DR. BRUCEt Low, reporting on the prevalence of diph-
theria at Enfield, shows that the disease is spread by the
habit of the surviving members of a family kissing their
dead.

THE Rev. Daniel Jones bas resigned the pastorate of the
Fabias Biptist Chapel, Liverpool, in order to join the
British Society for the propagation of the Gospel among the
Jews.

A TABLET is about to be placed on the front wall of the
house in Lothian Street, Edinburgh, in whicb Charles
Darwin lodged when be was a student in the Scottisb
capital.

THE students at present pursuing theological courses
among the Protestants in France exceed 200. Besides thes",
there are a number studying in Germany, Switzerland and
Scotland.

DR. SOMERVILLE, of Glasgow, wbo is at present sojouru-
ing at Moffat, preached there on a recent Sunday to an over-
flowine congregation witb his accustomed eloquence and
spiritual energy.

AN Auqtralian journal, in a mernoir of Rev. Robert Dey,
of Marrickville, New South Wales, asserts that his native
county of Aberdeen produces one-fourth of all the ministers
of ai denominations in Scoîland.

DR. THAIN DAVIDSON bas gone for some weeks rest to,
Barmouth in North W41es. Hia Cburch in Islington. is to
to be closed for a few Sua lays for painting and repairs, the
congregation meeting meanwhile in the Agricultural Hall.

PR. G. F. PENTECOST, who bas arrived in London with
bis wife and several membcrs of bis family, after a period of
rest and travel will commence evangelistic: work in the
autumu in Dublin where Mr. Stebbins will probably join
bim.

LORD BREADALBANz, baving found amongat some old
manuscripts a volume of the records of New Kirk Session,
Edinburgh, for the year 1704, bas banded it to the Con.
vener of the Assembly Cummittee on the records of the
Church.

THERE is a proposaI. on foot ta nominate Sir George
Bruce for the Moderatorship of the next English Presby-
byterian Synod. He has been an active elder for many
years and has rendered important service to the Cburch at
at large.

THE Ardrassan Herald recalîs tbe fact that Rev. John
M'Neill preached in thae Free Cburcb there, wbile itu pulpit
was vacant and adds i bat, thougb favoured by many, bis
unconventional form of -expression was considered by others
too coarse for A drossan.

THE Bengal Mission of the Free Church mo urns the lois
of une of her most effective agents in tbe person of Rev.
Boiconto Nath De, in charge of the Mahanad district for
the last four or five years, and for the preceding twenty years
superintendent of the Culna Mission.

A STAINED-GLASS window bas been placed in tbe transept
of the new parish church of M%,ff£t in memory of Rev.
Alexander johnston by bis grandson, Mr. William Tod, of
tleathery Haugh. Mr. Johnston was minister of Moffat
from î8oo to 1851, where be died in bis eighhsixty year.

AT the last of the present course of services conducted in
Newsome's circus, Eftinburgh, by Rev. John M'Neill up.
wards of a thouiand people were unable to procure admis.
sion. Mr. McNeill goes to Strathpeffer for a holiday and
will resume the circus services when be returns at the end
of September.

LORD POLWARTH presided at the great missionary meet-
ing in the Free Assembly Hall, at which Dr. Pierson, of
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