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GOaLDEN Tatx:-"I Our Go>! whom we serve i able
to deliver us fromn tht burning fier» fuisct "-Vzrsýe
17.

1t0>1E ST'l'I>E5.
11. Dan. iii. 1-1aS........Tire golden image.
'r. Isa. xlIV. 6.20 ... Tihe (aly afiadol.akers.
W. Deut. v. a-at Ida)atry torbid>!en.
Th. Dans. iii. 19-30.....Tite fitry formate.
F. lat. x- 16-33.....Betore governors and kîmgs.
S. MiatI. xvi. 21-28 ... Loss an>! gain.
S. Isa. xliii. 1-t3 -. .Safe in> tht fart:

attsLM' TrU SaT3W.
Mfais connec i t colossal gaolde> amage on dit Plain of'

Dura with the ianage Nt-tic'laalaizzar saw aaî bats crenai>.
I'erhaps hie thon lit Iti co liomr ta the Go>! w'lose servant
ha>! interprete! thL drenî, 1»> devaling sorie ai' dit treaure
acquire>! an lsis corsquets ta dlit crection o ai i imaage likec

thé ont thai ha>! rtpiresenttod ta biais the succession o! future
empires. Then, wi'th tiais îhîonght, dicte caisse peilîaps dtt
idea af seting up a statut of liiins-eli', as ite gtai huilalor.îp
or' tht hlabylonian Emnpire; anal svih Ihaîs s'itv the seiale
figure ant si aects bt golden, (Ilial as, plaie>! wib go>!,> to
represnt flirts, n>! not dit henal only as in the vason.
Theai, %%-hen dht imiage n'as reane>! np, tht instinct of ans
idolater eau)>! leadl fanm ta make it an objecî I aoration,
an>! if it n'as bats awn stalte, lie %vas but cînianîing adivine
powqers as ana>ny Oriental kings dia), as, for instance, Alzx-
ancler the Great di>! afttrvard sylitn lit hretenle ta lic thîe
son or' Juîpiter Olyînîîs. ]luat Ihese arc onl»- coniictumas.
Scrîpturt! says noihing of NcI>ncli.tdntzzar's motives.

\Vhcn tuhe granit concoursu o! pirinces andal catains vias
gathereci on dit Plain ai' Dura for dit cledcatao: of' ste
*mage, nothing in> that ialalatraats lnd n'as lcss likl th-a
thet an», ont shoni>! refuse to p.sy il hoiage. 1Vea 1thent
weefoun>!trc eiso ha>! couraigeho do vo. Iluhitlasvcausie
Sisadracli, Mcshach, anal Abedmego ptrescrit i tit dccli-
cation at aIl? WVas il a place for iliens? Cleaity *st seas
part af tiîcir officeial dat>' as fiturs ini site province of l!nluylan
ta bt thert; andl tht» wc quille reat» te recaninenat tha-ir
religion b» a wailing coiîipliae %%-atts dit seishes ai their
royal master te tht otnîost estent that cons;cience -illowea)l.
lia>! tbey gloomil» slaut tlamcaslves npt, the» wvouhl have
hast tht ?pportoniîy bl'als i' ftowi>g a goal)» servant's dtecr-
tul ol>odaence, an>! ai'sboîing, alsa, sehen the right moment
came, lion ta abey Ca>! rallier itan mets. I %vas ta Chais-
tian slaves ai heatmen masters ina Crt thant .Sa. P'aul sirote,
IlExhort servants ta ho obeahieni tania tbear own masterç,
and ta pieuse thtein si'ell in ail tiuings." (l'it. ii. 9.) It as a
gîtai thing ta know when an>! wlce bymehh, uvhtn anal
%litre ta ho immovable.

Why n'as 'toi Daniel svith his frienals? Il nîay lue that his
position st.. lidt>! lis troasu teanîstalion. Notice lOa dit ici.
gratitudle of the Chaldean suotlsyers sehose liî'e hal befs
spare>! tarougîs Daniel's %visdom, an>! piety, (Dan%. i>. %2, 2.4,%

an>! yeî whoaa aii ccuse>! the tuarec trienals ta) tit Lang.
oppirtanit» n'as given Io tlle thrce llcIsreu's ta Iccant. a
it true, O Sisadrach .... .uomi' if ye be ready. Di>! dtty
say, In se senous a anattcr sec inust have tine o tacansmlci?

a.We are neot careful to answtr tlace in ihhi miat-
ter, tisai is, *%c do c netmco> tai prelae a carcful rept),; set
say at once, ana) once for a.il, ec wvili not svarship the golden
image. Notbiasg ta more clatgerous ihan 1 ar)csing ivitb
teraptation. %Vlîen san prescrits itseli' ,' ta iesatato s ta bc
hast."1 Tht rkghi ansseer as Cbirist's own anstant ansseer,
IlCet thec bthind nte, Satans. Then i once the» %vert
(Noie 1)

1. CAST t*rM Tiu FaRF: Verses 2Z-23.
licrewsn mît ras'i. rhey clame>! to alispîcase tht king,

I, stan>! atone sgair>st pullîulai apaniain, andil t act torture
an>! >eath. '(bey aec> tramaiprin:>1e, trom conviction ai
dut»; not fruis icie impulse or stulsorrneas. Tht root an>

Ws$ring ai' t1ieir courage anal bigla isrintiîslc %vis /aith in Goal.
icy put their tnt in Ilian. 'ae-, tîut trust jir u'hal y

For deliverance? NSot I ai. Tlîey kiien lic sens abîle;
they îhoughî le :as'!d >!tîivcr thean, sonîchon', verse 17.
.8:4 l' ,not-they seere nat sure-il mieht ho Ilis will thant
tht» shoul>! dit for llian-ecîl. if se, staîl vve w'sll net wor.
ship the golden image. This as real faili. (Naote 2.)
The men> sere thrawin itiaîs as tht» %vert, in their garments
(Noie 3> an>! boun>!. The tomate 1fi been heaiteil ta un-
usual irttnsity; anal %vhen the miglity men aîren' sicar ho at
in the Hlcbrcws tise fIants caught anal sîesv Itcn. liait
bath tet men anal the l-lebresvs perisheal, tiis csenî eonhl
have cant> accidentaI; lia>! bath escape>!, sortt inaghl bave
clalancal that Ibent n'as no tire, but only a pretensse ai olle)--
in-, the commnd>; but wn'b tht Young mnr live in the fier»
dcpths, aI whose calge tht mighty nsc'n are stamn, tht la-id! of
Go> is deran» revealtal. In quiestion,& of right an>! n'reng

conseqtuences maust lie disregaralcd. IlAn>! (tam nat thean
which kill tht body., but arc not absle in kilt tht saut; llnt
ratisr lcar Hamii whieb is able ta drlcaira» bath soul anal bodly
in bel)." Prov. xxix. 25; Is. viii. 12-14; li. 12, 13;, Nlt.
x. 2S; Acts iv. 19; hlel, X. 30; xii. 2S. 29; Res'. ii. 10.

Il. WAUXIiGr IN' T'NIS Mtis o' Tt FiRY: Verses 24,
25. (Note 4.)

Evidently tht kinLg, wiih AUl hi% high afficers, s=% presenit
ta wi:ntss the taMryarg out of tht scntece. Bat white lac
looka he is fille wsîh asionishn'ent. For h sesnot abre,
but (out mnen, wailking. unhoun! And! nnhnrt ini the miclst
of the fine. They hiait lacer bounali with chauns, <3cr. xi. 4;
Iii. ii;) but th=s ha>! baets siruck, aT Acîs Xli. 7. 'NaO
burt is in them. The Promise o! Iszah (xliii. 2) ha littral
Flulc&le! Anal thse fonnT of the fourth, the kin>g deeLares,

is 1'ske unto the Son of 004.

Nebucliadnezzar tanconsciously uttereci a truth greiater
Uhan lat supp<îsed. Ilec cuald nlot know of.îhc Sun or Goa
li thea stnse that %%e uaiderstanal honi. Ilis words %vertI "a
son of the gas,," anicaniig a divitie pisoni. lit afiorvard
fu±rets lu> tkt a">peaaItlCe aS an agel. <Verý%e 28.) Soc)> it

annay have ) cla-perhaas tit angul of ilit caivennt, une of
tlîesownlofî aînfsttu or dit: Second I'erson uf the
Triaîity wlaich lie vouebsafi l entre lits incarnation. Colis.
part Gen. xvi. 7, 13; Ex. iii, 2, 4, 6; Judgts ii. 1; Mal- iii.

a; etc.
Thus lesus is waith Ilis people in dit faarnace or trial.

Thle %vondideul siglit rtacheda cvcn lu the conscience of dt
king, whu is coiitlelletd tu >yiuld tu a liowur fat miglîtier than

lîmanistif. 1 le now speaks rcs1mctfülly te tiause whoni hie hall
ahutâ. God, aks lits peopi.. honorable in itle oes or' thti

wvorlal, anad hie will yet ana k c thent glaonos heforo tit asseil-
bled univtrse. lie -tcknolctlgcs t bat ilieir Gad is dht niost
High God, nui that lie is (lie only c;oa-lic i'not >et con.
verteil front» lias tîchît ini gods nîany-ýbut tht I highest oftil,
grenier evetn than lits onvn god fief. l1L fulier ncknow.

lealges ilînt these mets arc Gout's servants. Tral had
provcul Usent ta bc so. *l'bus God's peuple magnif, Ilis
Ërace andl gaodness; a-ic levers gainsayers are convinced.
Princes, governors, captains, ztssenîtleil front every part
ait tht reani, were %Vianesses of tire wondertul event. By
tliumn dit aîews wvas carnie> ihrough ail tit provinces, and
the i'ery means enapllo)yeal te hionor the idol only resulted in
the grenIer q1aaty te Jehovah. Tlaey saw these men upon
whose bodies the ire liait no power; even the sniell of
ite had, net passe>! opon thtir garments. Thus faithi
"quenchel tire violence of (arc," fiels. xi. 34.

Nebr.hrler.armade a alecrec that any une who shoul>!
say anythang aniss agnînst the Go>! or Shaadrach, Mleshach,
ami! Abcd-nego shouhi l>c cut in pioces and their bouses te.
duccc! te ailtre dunsglhs. 'iat n'as good as Car as i %vent
-mul il was nlot n conmmand tuait any ont shoiild wvorslîip
the God of Israel. Thlaoi haad rocognize>! dht tact thai

J tlinvah wns suajîrior telaits own goals, yet hie di>! not decrc
that bis pîeople shoul>! wnrship hlls uaîdcr penalty of death,
as lie had intir11e case of tdit image hie hiait set op. 1le was
ltuche>!, but lie ivaç flot converte>!. lie promotl dt thrce
Eaatul servants of Go>!. Tiiose %viao arc troc to Go>!, Go>!

wviII bc trut ta tlicm. No one, ini the end). will lose nnything
hy a strict atlheretnce ta lis comnianals. Nehuchadnezzar ha>!
site rood st'nse te vee that those whto ha> been %o faithtul te
thes'r Go>! were the ver>' meni whoiî hoe couic) Most trust. Il
as a anastalke for a Young in.-n te obey dat cvii conînîands ol
bas emp~loyer. Those who ivill not de il are ft mort sure
of advanc«mcnî, for M/ey) art trustivorthy. " For hc that an
thest t)aings servctih Christ is accepîtable ta Go>!, and ai)-
picsye> of mien."

EXi'LAATORY N~OUS.

z. Therc are allusions in the Scriptures te burning alive
as n punisinent (Gen. xxxviii. 24,) an>! it is nawv certain,
tram it monuments as wchl as troan notices in history, abat
butning alivc n'as prtacî'ased by dit Assyrians centuries beore
thet iant of Nebuclîaalîezar, anal %vas undoubaedly borrowed
<cons thtni by the liabylonians; <3cr. xxix. 22;) an>! Chiardin,
%%ho travelle>! ln Persia an tht stventeenth century, tells us
ihnt ihert %vert vallons anodes o!înflicting tht punisliment of'
tic-th on those %%hn hadl vinhaitil tht police inws, especîally
those wvho hail conitriuttal ta produce scarcity of foodi, or
icho ha>) ose>! taise %reglat, or who had disregnrdcd the lawvs
rcspectang taxe&. "Tht cooks %vert fixcal an spits, and!

awer a gentie lire, and the bakers wcre cassî trio a
burning oicn." le says that in a time of scarcity two fa r-
rines werc kept burnang a ic-holt mnonih, in order ta terrty
thc Nikers, nd> ta lareent ihc.:r talcung advsantage of the
scarcity ta incrcasc thcir gains.

2. lcrnard tic lPaliss;y, a native of' Agen in France, n'as a
makecr of cacîhensvace i Saintes, and! distinguisie hiimself

by his Lknowkedgc and talents. lie wia Calviiiisî; anal dtl
Frensch Ling Hlenry 111. -. iid te bras one day, thant hoe should
bc compele>! ta give hlmi Up te lias cnemaes unlss hie

chainge>! bis religion. 'lVon bave Ortein said, ta me, sire,
was thae andauttal reply af De Palissy, Ilthat You pitied mc;
but, as% fur nie, 1 plsty yon, %vho have givcn uttcrance to such
wvords as 1 1 shal lac coinpelleii.' Thane arc nnkangly words;
anal 1 say te you, in royal phtase, that neither the Guises,
lier aIl your people, nor yonrsell, arc abletol comptl an
humîble manufacturer of earthenware te ben>! bis knce lietore
statue$."

3. Tht i'riter states caretully that the mets wcrc bound
with -Il] Ilîir usual cloihing on. Tht spc'al renson for
noaung ibis %viiiî tare wns au show ahat thetifrt was restraune>!
froan harzning flot thear persans ansly, but ihleir clothes also.
The prccise sennst of the word s rtnalered, Iltheir coats, iheir
hosen, and! .hcit liis," is of' relaiivcly sniall conscquene t0
ns: yct il nîny lie %Vorihs dtha pace requircd to sa» britlly,
that tri tht original the first waoral anans (;îrol)ala)y) thcir
ananaîts, tht usual eoter garsent; tht second, eîîlîcr the

tunte, tht sssunt i sndcrgitrmcnt caming clown ta the kncs,
or. as some Snae.%vide and! lase trousers. l'lt liîtcr

n'astht iewai' ur nglish trinlators ini the %vord 1,hosen,
which ai that lime wa-s use>! ta denote tronscrs and! flot
siockings. The lasi wottd stems Io meart a gamnent giralca
oaa about tht pcrsan, anal not a "a.

MEETINGS 0F PR.ESB)YZ'ER Y.

XaNGSMo,.-At Picton, on Tuecday, 911> July, aI laam.
QuEnatc-In 'Morrin College, QueWet on Tuesclay, ;6îh

Jnly, at 10 n.Mx.
I'raRnoaRo'.-At &Nillbrodk, on Tsaesday, 2n>! July, At

il n. M.
WiittTny.-At Ochwal on Tsaesdlay, 21»! july, At il i .
flAR:L-.Aî Barrir, on Tocsday, 28tb May. ai ii a.m.

1-aron.-Trs Knox Cbssrch, Godcrich, orn ruesday, gth
,li, ai ii a.an.

S-Tvrf'oa.-Tn St. Andrew's Church, Strttord, on
'I'nsday, gth Jnly, ai 9.30 ia.

O~~w'»a-1nSt. AndreWs Chturcb, Almonte, on the
first Taesdlay o! Augazst, at 2 o'claCk, p.=.
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WýM011D5 0F THE 0
l'Tli ttt ts no tliîal't tl>st titis kitm txy îaa iC~>Oa., aiet
ccitî>îa aignity oU' li hrlic:vers. 'Iblis laaioîr have nîl

Ilia i>ts., Ail 111e> illat tivhes'e are alim. aligaîitaed oeb
)ariets ial (;(XI diat Fiialaer. Aand ali ssgilv l yt
srs inig oft dit vcil a'! dit' soaule ni hi~ai, lot oil tl>at

the cereîîioiMill nu, sari ires no re o aease, as beiaag nIl fnl.
Ille> in 11 lits ; lut liait thbule) of Goal ihat sccae befure
by lant Veil lilal otnt aaa lise oalter Court, %%,ru tu ho -ldallitt>!
li> Ille flaot)- îîLîc, as livang .1I) lit thli halants anad fat>! le

'lita'~~ ~loit R. - Tl aImpaortaance or' (lie aornimg
bocut enauaînt Ile asvertedc. 1tat the îlcro> aaichdattly
aller rising bhonlal ho serîîplotily ca'crta' t Goal, that
the tarlicNt thtonglits ti' the day shui> tic talle>! ulili Ca>!;
dit thse hoanage ait stl!.aledacaitaoi saould lic crene>) hetoae
sîartig on aiiother pilgrianaige ; ihant nexhoîuld, listn ta Ilis

biînaîl va>icc of wariliaig and enicourageaenît as il isbues tram;
the pîages or i 5'rita n'on>, a)) iliisis oses.at baun!
aap) nitli the peace anal holaîîtss ot the day. thînt rii aiight
alaniost say diat Inaare iîîsejarable. 'llit lont of sentiment
natl feeling ainaital alanouchaunt the ay as sure ta take
ils colauriiig frrnt that inornag ior-Gub

IlTtar grcat antl gua>! Shephehrd aof the stcep (as hc is
calleal in John x. i i anali la llo. xiii 2o) 1 caisse te seck an>!
tu save ilînt wlîîch svas tost.' (Luke xix. to.) W\hei lit-
bîath faun>! ilioin and catuglit tlieaai lis dit amis of bis love,
î le Inycilà taeni> nbte blioulderb of lits tateaad strongli, as
an Lnlce xv. 45 ; tltrnz ahîy I) faitlli blent, as il svert, atter
hits tare and pîrotectioniti >1 lie bring tlacnt sal'e iralo the
blesse-(] to>! i licnver. (John x. 16.) l'on nîy lîcar tht
blesse! bleatang af ont of Chrast's dock, 'I1 have gosnt asiray
like a last slhep (as a.il lus flucks bave clune-'-ls liai. 6>,
seck lay) servant.' (Ps. cxix. t 76.) An>! surcly svhtn the
Slhepheral seeks the sar.ty shecpj, and dte stray sheep secks
tlae Shce1ihtrd, rhey ss'lt quaekly mîeut. If Charist coal nto
tla c ior> ta %nvo sinners, nît it sinmers cont o bc sasre>!y
liin, lie sviil save tlinm, aind tliey sîxaîl hu sait>! by Hli.»

- 7'ra ii.
DISTRACTrION IN IZa.aio,.-lhe caret ot tlais worlal;

uts peta>. arafllaig-iot n% rong iii tbeniselves-s-.nip)ly d'sssipat-
iaîg ; tîlling dit henrt iih paaltry sohîcitodes anal mnean
nxietics; :c'sari::t. - '%Marilia %vis c'ianhere(d sviib mnuch

sýervir.g." lier honselaol<l nd lier alonestit <loties, scal
duties, disile> lier licart naitb Chirist. Thetimane o! danger,
tlîî.rctort, as wlîten tr expanals laîto newv sataîaîionz an>!

laIrger shhcrs ringing n-ach ihueni nese tares. It is flot ini
the .arhier stages oftexistence tuai theso dit rodéo:,: are feit.
Thons sprang up an>! choke>! tht svieat as they gren' to-
gethier. Von sec a religious nMans talzing np1 a new [ursuit
witli cagerness. At firs.t no danger as suspectel. Blut it is
a distrraIti:m-sonthang tuat adisticts or davides-he bans
becoane dissipatit>, anal ly and! ly )-OU rcinark that bas test
is gone-hce isaso longer tht an lie %%as. lie îalks as le-.
tore, tint site lite i> ganse fruits what hte says; bis energies
are frittertil.

'1 atAS'RcxaltC>! ont chosen ont ot the people.' This is
a precions assurance for tit î>eciple ai' Go>!. jesus is nat a
h)ting faroal; nota str-atgrrta their feelings an>! experiences,
but ont ot themseli'cs, anal iheretao able la tel wmdi thean
an>! for thean. lie as atia ta bc ' touche! with tht feelings
atour infarnities.' Tht miiseriez, calamitits, anal snfferangs
ta which lauman nature is -ubjeet, aire flot ta HM a ancre
malter ai' hearsa» nd» inidiff'érence; lie bas an experimental
knosvçlc>!gc aof thean ail. On cartb bie n'as tenipte>! like as

ve are; lie endure>! evr a ty af nant, anal pain, and!
sorrow ; ai»! nos'wa sje in e=xercices a tender compas-
sion xownr>!s lus sufftcring serv'ants here belon'. lit is in-
teresteatl an thean, for they art bis own. bougbt wvitb bis oivil
lircclons bloocI; 1île as concerne! for tlîem as one closely
relae>! 10 thean, for 1l.: is ina)» n brother bara for aulvers'îy ;
riay mlort, Ile is omît svith l taca, for has seards ta Saut the

p>Ccrsctor Wcre flot, '~hyperaceaitehi ihoas iny peoîle?'
tbnt 'IWhy 1îerst-cntetii ilioun me' "This symîatliy of
Christ svîth anal tosea.rals lis siiffenn Ilpî is an extensive

ynaty-it reaches toall their amlnties a praportion-
utile s)ympath%'-aasncrahlc te ety occasion; a perpelual
symlia.tlay'-a.i long as lie contiuaes 111gb Priest an>! ve te-
ain sabject ta intirmitics, so long svillIle ho touche>! with

the feeling of thcai."- Caiu, B'ardrliey (Exposition of tht
Sgtb l'subit).

"'ýratE Chsîrebo! Go>!is lis dclight. Sec 'hat an ilun-
dlation of ssveetcning joy there lies on Ilian for which Hte
ha>! no teri Of expression ta -uit the nna' ap)prchen!*.ons
ar mcii-' Tlt Lordi thy Go>! inis maidîast af thec, mihty;
lic ivili -. Ive, lie ivill rejoîce over tiSte sitli joy ; Hti %vill
rest in bislove, lie %v'il] joy an tiaewih singing-.' Ilesecansý,
ln tîmis expression, ta know no mensurc of dclehght ira tht
Church, an>! lia end> ai il-' 1 svill rejoice over thet %vithsjoy'

-jo» sparklcs u% a&fter joY-it as bis *'tst,' %vhere lais seul
Andl aIl shat as uvathin hain> centres itse)! nith infinitc con.

I cnîment-'Joy Over ite svitb sinrang;' ajoy that blos.-onas
ani tritimph. Ncî'cr ball any soda charming transports in
iat coinpsany a! An»y he m-1 affecte>!, ns God allt) ini lis
Churc lic LIla sa c1claght an tht graces ai' liç peopie,.
,sat lit alligits ta flention ita ;-llc hence mentionas
Enoch'swnallking n'iih lia. Anal certainly Goal cannai but
delight ira il more than in the wvrlal. Isecatise il is a fruit ai
greniecr pains ilînra, t cenetion o!thtwiol id. Tht norlal as
createci ini tht space of i.ix days b» a w-ord-tht erecting of
A Churech hath test Go>! mort pains an>! time. Before the
Clnrc.h ai' tbt Jews coulaI bc -etticil, 1lc ha>! bath a contesî
with tht pperne-,c aof Ils lppi, anml the malice o! Ili%
eneanies. An>! His own -Son muI blttd anal dit betorc tht
Church o! the <3ensiles coul>! bc fiscd>!.lc Me lighi in that
which test thein annch pains and> A great priec-God bath
been at loo Mueth pains, anal Christ ai too great a price, te
have sminal delight in the Cbnrch. WVlll lie thcn tlt seil>
beasis breakI tht hedgc, an>! treuail clown tht fruit o! it ?
Sl',%U net ail things bce ordere>! ta the good of' Ilat which is
tic object ofthe grcatest cilightin tht wOr11 ?"-CZm'>s«k.


