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straw difficuit to bandle during sab-
sequent operations, and any one wbo
bas pulied fiai cau tell you tbat It
18 bard work at best, but beconies
douiîly s() If tbere are niany thîsties.

Wiîen tbe first leaves hegin to
drop frorn about tbe base 0f the steni
and tbe stenu turfis a paie yeiiu*
colkr ls the proper tinie to barvcst.
Up tc the present, puiiing by hand
has proved the oniy satlsfactory
iiietbod of barvesting. Mecbanlcai
pulliers bave fromn tie to tîmne been
iiîventedl and put on tbe mîarket, but
tbey ail bad sucb serious deficiencles
tbat none ever came Ioto extensive
use. The tbresbing is done witb a
speciai macbine wbicb wiii remove
tbe seed frorn tbe sbeaf witbout cut-
tiog tbe band. This avodm, unneces-
sary cuttiog up and tangiog of the
straw. Retting Is the neit step ln
tbe process aod inay be done either
by steepiog tbe straw bn large tanks
or vats of water, or, else, by spread-
Ing lt ont ln tbio even rowB on sod
fieldB, and aiiowlng it to ret by tbe
action of tbe dew and rain. Tbe
purpose la to reoder tbe bast or fibre
easiiy separated from tbe woody por-
tion by bri îgiog about a deconîposi-
tion of tbe gunimy matter wbich
boids tbeoî together. Wbeo thîs bas
been accompiished. tbe fibre le eas-
iiy rernoved by scutcbing, and la
packed loto haies and sbipped to the
spinoiog milis to be bieacbed, spun
loto tbread, and finaily woven loto
linen.

Considerabie capital la necessary
grow fiai on a large scale. In

n.ost Industries a fin'.iied product la
put on tbe markcet, and rereipts are
forthcoming airnost as woon as
operations are commenced, but flot
so witb the Fiai Industry. Outiays
commence ln tbe spring wlth the

renting of tbe land and the sowing
of the seed. They continue through
the sumnîxer and early fall months,
since the worknien mîust be paid reg-
ulariy for tbe harvesting and tbresh-
ing. Net uintil October do tbe first
receipts froin the sale of the seed
appear, then foliows anotber long
perlod of beavy expenditures. Ret-
ting and scutchlng generally omc-
pies the fail and wlnter oîonths and
it làs Marcb cr April before the fibre
can be dispsoed of.

Considerabie tinancil risk is aiso,
invoived. Frosts ln the eariy spring
or prolonged drougbt during
the grewing season nîay rendier the
crop a total failure. hi the case of
the ordinary farnier, if the grain
crop fails bie has the hay, roots ani
corîi to fa]] back on. His Income le
flot derived entireiy froin the one
'source, bot tbe f lax grower bas so te
speak. "ail bis eggs ln one basket."

The labor question is, however.
without a doubt tbe most difficuit
probiern with which the fiax grower
bas to contend. The matter of 01)-

tainlng sufficient beli wouid flot be
neariy 80 serlous If steady ernpioy-
nient couid be offered tbe year
round, but tbe greatpsit par, of the'
work unfortunateiy cornes just ai
barvest wben there ts iikeiy to, be but
littie beli availabie. There isnoi
a great deai of work to be done Ini
tbe spring. and once the crop ba,
been barvested and rernoved frei
tbe fields, a mucb arnalier number of
mien can perforrn ail tbe necessar%
labor. Tben, too, a large part of1
tbe work is of a necessity perfori
ed out of doors, and rain and ad-
verse weatber conditions mean Ieýt
time to the mien and bigber wag-
muei be pald ln order to compf,"'
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