priests by the imposition of a
mightier hand.”

These gualities of stvle, supported
by a marvellous fund of historical
and literarv learning, which a
phenomenal memory placed alwavs
at his command, could not fail to
make their possessor a popular
writer. TPopular he has alwavs
been, and with ¢ood reason. Ile
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was the first to make authentic hi-
tory afttractive and readable, and
indeed has clothed history and
biography with all the charm ol
fiction. Defects and limitations he
has ; but, in the dazzling brightness
of his genius, these are spots on
the sun, not to be seen by the naked
eve.

J. B. REYNOLDS

Some General Aspects on Forestry.

Until quite recently the question
of Forestry on this side of the
Atlantic, has been but little discuss-
ed, and a very small amount of in-
terest had been manifested by those
not directly aflfected by the destruc
tion of the forests. Agitation com
menced, first south of the line, with
the result that the government
established a Division of Forestry
at Washington some nine or ten
vears ago. Since that time nearly
every state in the nnion has organiz
ed a Forestry  Association, and
many now have pormmanent forest
officers whose duty it is to formu
late and carry out a forest policy in
their scveral states. :

The TUnited States Government
has also set aside several tracts of
land, usually situated so as to com
mand some important water shed,
to be maintained as permanent
forest reserves. These reserves are
from time to time being added to as
the government gradnally acquires
title to the land in  suitable
localities.

In Canada the first work in Fotes
try was taken up by the Ontario
Legislature and consisted v the
formation of a Forestrv oflice for
the purpose of protecting the crown
timber lands from fire., this office
has been in existance now since 1883,
Quite recently, three vears ago, the
Dominion Government established a

Forestry Branch to look alter the
timber on Dominion lands and pro
mote the general Forestry interests
of the country. Shortly aiter the
establishment of this brauch the
Canadian Forestry Association was
organized, having tor members all
those in any way interested in the
work of the preservation and per
petuation of existing forests and
other branches of the forestry (ues
tion.

The importance which is now e
ins attached to the question of the
protection of the forests on the
other side of the line may easily he
gathered from the prominence which
this subject received in President
Rooseveit's recent message to con
gress, in which particular mention
was made of the work of the Fores
try Burecau and its imporiance 1o
the future welfare of the comntsy

The general conception of th
meaning of the term ** Forestry ' is
somewhat hazyv, the most common
idea being that it is somehow con
nected with the planting of trees
Many also think that the chief aim
ol the forester should be to keep
people from cutting down trees, thus
preventing the destruction of the
forests. A very  comprehensive
definition of the term is one given by
Dr. Schenck, a noted forester in
America, and is this, ‘‘ Forestryv is
the proper handling of forest invest




