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and depth of watejr for ail their purposes.
In winter, lie said, these sagacious crea-tures nearly closed the àpening, and
kept up the Ivater at the highest level,to prevent the Possibilty of the pond be-
coming frozen to the bottom and the
communication wvith their lodges under
the ice being thereby cut off.

1 was greatly struck with the inge-
nious manner in xvhich the opening Dor,vaste-gate wvas placed and sccured, soas to guard against the danger of its be-
coraing too large by a sudden rush of
water, in wvhieh case the end of the dam
wvould lie swept away, and the wliole of
the worlc, 'n ail probability, destroycd;
and 1 oicd with admiration, the ex-traordinary and wonderful instinct ofthe beaver, which had directcd the build-
ing of the dam, not straight across thestream, but curving, considerabîy up-
ward, and offering the convex side tooppose the accum-ulatcd weight of wva-
ter, thus giving incrcased strength, firm-
ness, and solldity to the work. .Sonme time was spent in exarnining
the varjous labours of the former dwve1-
lers in this .extinct colony of beavers,ait of ivhich gave'unerring proof of the
unwearie labour and prudent fbrcsight
of the numerous bod of sagacious acni-mais Nvhich, judging from the g-reatnumber of ruind Ioges, must, at some
former period, have sported and gam-
bolled fcarlessly and freely in the un-disturbed waters of their pond, now al-most stagnant from long neglect,' and
nearlv choked with aquatic plants in
endtess Yaricty.

Tomah Iifted the canoe over the dam,and then we floated out uipon a picce ofwnter, mort extensive than we at firstConce'ved, for the larger portion'had
been concealed from our view by a sud-den bend ia the strcam ; on turningwhich, we opened a long narrow lake,Whicli seemed to termninate ahruptly atthe base of a stecp and lofty hili, Wood-ed to the very ifummit. Our attentionwas, howevet, attracted by certain indi-cations ainong the wvater liles andother aquatic productions, which Were soabuntiant that the surface of the wa±er

Sn9arly çqvered, that wild fowl had

beca latcly on tlie feed; lea-ves and flow-
ers wvere broken aad floatin g;- roots and
wvater-grasscs had been tomn up from the
bottom, and, half caten, were strewn il'
quantities on the broad icaves of the
wvhite lily, affordingo proof that the birds
were numerous and long undisturbed.
We crept cautiously and noisclessly
along, and soon discovered, at some dis-
tance, a large flock of black ducks,
much scattered over the surface;- but a$
these deliejous birds are very shy and
difficult of approach by daylight, it wvar
agrced that Tomah sliould land, and,
making a long detour, endeavour to get
beyond the flock, and turn tFicm dowri
the water, while 1 remained in the ca-
noc, in such a position as would enable
me to blaze into themn as they passed.
Thli time occupicd by Tomali ia reach-
ing the point indicatcd, appeared so
long, that, growing impatient, and for-
getting the strict caution I liad recelived
to keep perfectly quiet until the bird$
wvere on the wing, and sufficiently near
fror a shot, I gradually edged the canoe,
from amnongy the tait rushes and flag5
wvhich conccèaled it, toward the floeck;
but. the instant tliey had view of my sus-
piclous procecdings, the alarm wasg-
yen, and tlie whole body wvcnt off il'
stantly, far out of rcach. Shortly af-
ter the Indian appcared on the bank,
and 1 paddled up for him; lic stood lean-

iionhis guflost in thougit, and,
dcntly vcxed. On my inquiringr w-bat
had happened, lic asked if 1 liadlfieard
wvhat the ducks said, to which 1 answc]r
cd, that 1 lad flot bccn 50 fortunat.-
He then told me, very gravoiy, that, ile
lic was crceping down upon the flock,
and very nearly wvithin range, a duck-
ling-, Who wvas on the outskirts, first 1'O-
ticcd my movements, and cricd out tO
the father of the flock: "lMet a-hassi&!"J
(black duck!) IlWho is that comingV

The old duck lookcd attentively for
an instant,' anid replied, IlIt is Polosuin,!'
(the lawyer). "lHe is a very dange'
rous man! Ahvays beware of a P'
TOSUIN ! Let us be off my children !"
And away they; ai flcev.

Yow, in iuturc, rememter," Cori!


