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tress of various descriptions, that were dealt
out to Canada, with no stingy hand.

Mr. Excitable was a man casily affected by
the changes of the times and seasons ; not he-
cause he suffered in his business and prospeets
more than his neighbours, but because he was
unfortunately of a disposition to give way to
despondency, on meeting with difficulties of an
extracrdinary nature, and, when in these
1mo0d3, 1o fancy thatachange of circumstance
might produce a cure of the evils by which he
was surrounded. ¥e soon grew moody and
discontented, as the cold summers advanced,
and, unluckily, these evils were heightened by
the ramonrs that began about thistime to circu-
late, (originating no doubtin the hardnessofthe
times) of the glories of the great west—its im-
mense exicnt—the feriility and beauty of its
soil—the vast abundance ard variety of its
productions, exceeding, almost bevond calce-
luticn, the productions of the eastin its most
fertile years—and its great natural resources,
indicating it as destined 20 be one day thg seat
of opulence, refinement, and power.  Connect-
ed with these glowing descriptions, were the
most extravagant statements regarding the
case and rapidity with which fortune- were
made, only by dint of commoa persev: ance
and industry, and thedelightulness of inhabit-
ing.the almost boundless preiries, decked out
ia their tall, waving grasses, and wild flowers,
znd intersecied here and there by a mpid
stream, or a magnificent river ; and dotied over
with enchanting groves, through which roam-
ed unmolested, the buffalo, and other beas:s of
the forest.  If, indeed, occasional hintscscaped
the lips of some czndi traveller, of the un-
healthiness of the climate—of sizgnzat waier's
—of mists and dense fogs, that rose from the
murky soil, beariag in theirembraces the dead
1y minsmze, the mother of fever, and agucs—
they were disregarded in the general de<ire 1o
helieve that there 2ras a country to which man
might fler, 1o rid himself of the miseties of his
present condiiion.

At first these delusive tales served oniy to
diven the wind of Mr Excitable from: the dis-
tress arovad him, by forming agrerable npics
of conversation for him and somr intimate
frisnus. whils: seated around a comforiable fire,
daring the preezlence of some raw, rainy doys
of a cold summer, or some iditer <tarms of a
long. inclement winter They bad the very
plcasing effeet of drovwning their minds< in for-
getiulness of the peitng storms, aud of the
havdaess of the tmes; whilst they were de
lightfsly catertained by Bstening o relations

of anecdotes of individual successes in the far
west, and in anticipations of realizing as much
one day themselves.

Many a time has Mr. Excitable lost himself
in these dreamy socialities, wiling away hours
that would otherwise have hung heavy on his
hands, but always awakening at last, to the
steroness of reality. As the times grew hard-
er, the western ferer—as the desire for western
emigration was very apily styled—increased,
in cqual, and more than equal proportion, vzt
peoplic not only talked of removing, but acival-
ly did remove, in numbers, to the land Sowing
with milk and honey. Mr. Excitable sawone
after another of his friends and acquaintances
pull up stakes and set off bag and baggaae for
the west, cursing the country of thar birdh,
and filled with high hopes for thefuture.  This
made him look about himself in carncst. H:
saw that the anathemas of the emigrants were
not unprovoked; and, through the eye of dis-
conteat, he viewed kis country in a truly de-
plorable condition. A succession of unproduc-
tive seasons had nearly ruined the farming in-
terests, and brought real distress upon the coun-
try. From raising a supcrabundance, the in-
habitants could not rzisc half enough to supply
themsclves with bread, and were forced to im-
port the produce of the west, 1o keep them from
starvation. Thus, traders, mechanics, cvery-
body suffered, and business of all sorts was al-
most at a stand sull.  But what was worst of
all, he saw his old friends and associaics leav-
ing him onc by once for a beiter land ; friend-
ships of long standing were broken up, and it's
social circle gradually disappeared, under the
opcration of the wesicin mania.

“What,” said he in despair, one day, ner
the midile of Jang, as ic looked ontof hisoftice
window, and bcheld tlie doct of snow and raa
driven through the air by a stT north-casic,
whilst the temperaiure of his room requircd 2
fire to render it comfortable; “ What 1s there
Bieve worth longer living Yor? Only see ts
ritlless siorm, giving sad evidence thatold wia
tcr bas not vet let goits grasp, aithough it
of a season of the year that comn ought 1o i

=2 of the ground, cad up large cnongh 1o &
hoed.  Batitis noy, if; indeed, R cver will b,
as tmust be by this timie quite Toited in the
bill; and, in facy, & @ay as well be 9, for
should it grow, ard Lve to see the maddle o
August, it will 2205t Ikely be rudely catdons
by Jack Frosy, cre it be ripe enongh togathaa,
so i has been for the lastthree years; and thos
is the fourth yeat that the crops have faled,
and there is every prospect of there being o8



