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the first Aniericani poet of genuine warth.
A very opportune manient it was, t00,
tbat B3ryant came upon the scene with
bis poem, and bcgaîî the great task of
building up) a national literattire for
America. On accoutit of tlîe Iack of
literary work, the people ini England liad
already begun ta cast a slur upon Amnerica.
But viat could be expected froni a
nation sa young, froîn a people that
had but a few ycýars before cast off the
bonids with whili i h lad been. con-
nected ta the moîber country ? Several
aiber persans, indeed, liad written a few
)oeiiis before ibis timie, but their warks,
compared with Bryant's, -are but miere
fragmients. Bryant liiimself tells us ini sonie
part af blis writings wbo these persans
wcre, but lie -ives us no idea as ta what.
sort af poctry they Ivraie.

At last, thaugh, the people hand been
blcssed with a truc poet ; the whole
range of American readers iiow liadl somle-
thiîig ta boast of, asid the critics, bath Ii
England and America, pranouticcd very
favorable comniiients on bis work.

Tlîougli "bîaoss Was indced a
sîrncpacîn on wbich ta base Amierican

literature, it ivas Bryaîn's first and un-
daubtecUy his greaîest effort, and aine
whicli, whent carefuilly rcad, is sen ta
cantaii n any beauitifuil and striking
thlouglîts.

-To liiaî wvho ini the love of Navirec linlds
Commîunîion %viîl lier visillc foirii, s4îc sllcaks
A variolus 1.lgiagc

S The golden suin,
Thc plancîs, el] thc inlii hast of hicarcn,
Arc shùîi,~ un %he Sal'l .1hodels of dIcalh,
*fhroufffli Ille sîjill 1lse of .1gcs. AIl îl,.i t read
Thie globe lire but .1 haudr in the U rih)cs
That sltinîbe)r iii its h5m

Having now left Cunîmiiington ta pur-
sue his profession and to0 eke out a living
for hijuseli. wc ne.xî find Bryant -steadily
Clinmbing the ladder of faine as a pranii-
tient lawycr of Great Barrington, Mass.,
butt neyer do we catch inii neèglecîing- bis
nluse.

*lhanatapsis ivas followed b' Flie
\'ehlow Violet," a ver>' prert>' PaeI nia0-
înentarily revca-ling Ulic poet's tenderness
mnd bis lave of Nature.

Mi'en heecheni budcs liegin Io smvell,
And wcods the blue-birds %vtrlle nw

Thei yetlmv violet's unodcst liell
l'ceps (rom Ille lasi year's Icaves beluw.

Ere russel fields their greeni rcs-unie,
swecî lloivcr, I love' ili furesi Iarc,

To nmcet tîc, Mi'en, tîy fitt perilme
Aloîîe is iii the virgimi air.

Anîd wlien igain the genial biotîr
Awakiles the pintC(l tries of lighî,

111 not o'crloul the indeitilwer
'Tfat madie the %voods of AprilI;ih.

Th'is latter pocmîî îvas followed by Uic
"Inscription for the Entrance ta, a

WTood,-" a poeîîî whiercin Nature is de-
scribed in aIll its beauties.

Bath these poemls, togetlier witil sanie
minar orles, wvon for Biryant so great a
repuîatioîî that lie îvas iîivited ta deliver a
poemn before the Phlîi Bta Kappa Society
ai Har-vard College. H aviîlg acccpted
tlîis offer, lie wrote tlie "Ages," wbicb
describes iii a few compact verses, tlhe
world's histor>' frotn tice Ciceatimi ta
lus owîi tiîîe.

For look, ngaimi on the pnsî years blhold
I tow likc he Iiltiiri reushve flowii

a1way
iHorrible borlus of worsli, tiat of ol<I,

Ied n'eti heri shuidderiiig reaînis iuniiuesîtioiedl
sway2

mhis effort %vas sa îvcll receivcd b>' the
critics thatlBryant now coinpiled a valu nie0f
biis poeîîîs. lîad il priîitcd, and -b>' à as-
serted Iiat lie wsthe sainue Bryantî cf six
ycars before-thie Aniericami poe t.

N ever hanving evinced mucli pleasure
iii the study cf Law, tlie poct iii iS25 bc-
caime assistanît editor of thec Xc4ziYork.
J&z'koe,- (izdillientriu;: t, , ough
thîe kiîîdness af sautie frieîîds. This pub-
lication îvas indeed welt edited, Mratiîn-
all papular questions in a tiloraugh1 nîa1-
ner, and flot iii the cursor>' and flippant
way tlîu too olten characterizes the
magazines of tic present day. Bryant,
lîowever, saw tliat bis efforts iii this par-
ticular direction were unapprcciated by the
readixig public cf New York ; so, after a
a f ew years' work on this anid several
ailier magazines, be took in lîand the
Evmnn'- Pos. Thîis paper 'vas au advo-
cate of ali the popular nîcasures of tic
tinie, anîd consequently,%vws well rccived
b>' the citizens at large. What is ho, bc
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