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manuscripts is under the care of the first
and second archivists who have two assist-
anits. Whatever %vork is done there, niust
be done %vith sunlight, for by a wise mile,
no art ificial iights of any kind are allowed
%vithin tie place.

In the apartmient fomnîerly occupied by
the once famous l)harma.c>' of the monas-
tery,. are at present the printing and
lithographling establishments. These liac
a %vide nine whien the arts of p)rinting
and iithographing were st.ill in thieir in-
fancy, but noi' they are sornewhat behind
the tinies. Though the work turned out
is good, it is donc with miachiner>' which
wvas out of date half a centery ago.

For many centuries Monte Casino wvas
ver>' rich, having had an immense revenue
arising fromi the donations made to it b>'
différent Princes and l)ukes, and also
fromi the riches that were brouglit to it b>'
many %vealthy men w~ho assumied the
]3enedictine habit. This incomne the
nionks sp)ent iii the cause of religion and
in %vorks of charity, a host of indigent
peole being dependent on the monastery
for their daiiy subsistence. But now ail
this is changed for MINonte Casino is no
longer the property of the nionks, at ieast
in the e>'e of the law. 'lhle governmnent
Nwhich now guides or i-misg<luides the desti-
nies of Itai>', has a wonderfui p)enchant for
takin- care of what does not beionL, to it.
WVithin the ]ast tiventy or thirty >'ears it
lias taken under its kind protection nearly
cvery convent and mnonaster>' in Italy, not
to speak of the nany churches that have
also fallen a prey to it. Being compilosed
for the niost part of jews and 1"reemasons,
one of its chief objecis is to destroy ail
reli'gion ; and being in the decpths of bank-
ruptcy, its motto is :-I' Get mioney,-
honestly if possible, but get it an>'hov."
'l'lie suppression of the nionasteries, and
the seizure of their revenues, offer a safe
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and easy mode of satisfying these twO pa-
ramiount desires at one and the saine tinic,
and accordingly, without the least scrupie,
the government steps in and declares that
the ruonastery belongs to the state, and
not to the Order that built it. Stili it
wouid not at ail wish to be set down as a
legyalized robbing institution, but tries to
make the mionks believe that ht is ail doue
for thieir own good. Froni the fact that
aIl the members of the comniunity have
taken a vow of poverty, it concludes that
they cannot lcgally hold an>' proPcert>'
and lest anyone, takiug advantagc of this
should atteuipt to run aîvay %vith the
monastcry, the Governmient kiudly takes
charge of it, just to keep) it for the inonks
like the frugal nmother with the baby's
dimie.

Monte Casino, like the rest, is now the
propert>' of the Italian goverrn ment. Orily
a few monks and la>' brothers are allowed
to reinain as cai-e/aker-s, and these have to
depend for their support on other branches
of the Order : for none of themn except
the Abbot and one or two others receive
any stipend froni the state ini compensa-
tion for the revenues takzen awa>' from
them. But though the palm>' days of the
Monastery are -one, the hosffitalirt' of the
mionks stili continues to be offered to
strangers w'ith unaffectcd kindness and
courtes>'. Several suites of roins are set
apa)ýrt for the accommodation of visitors,
and -- cordial wulcomne is neyer wanting.
Ma>' this home of learning and p)iety-the
cradie of the grand Order wlîich lias given
to the Clîurclî no fewer tlîan twentv-seven
Popes, and five thousand canon izied saints,
be soon restored to its riglîtful owners!
WVhen the mernory of the robbcr king and
lis infamous hireiings shall have been for-
gotten, nia>' future g.-nerations sec verified
the hope of its illustrious ivell-wisler-
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