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some point in science. Yet this intent activity is ruled by no
purpose and bas no aim. The real'ýagents in it know nothing
of it. The observers of the recent eclipse found themselves at
their posts, because of no purpose, but because their bodies went
there on their own accouint. The experimenter in the labora-
tory, who fancies that he is adjusting his apparatus to an ideal
conception, is quite mistaken. The nerves condtiet the experi-
ment and produce the illusion, beingt reanwvhile unconscious in
both. Unless we allow something- more than nerves, 've mnust
admit that they are the sure and only scientists. To the unen-
lightened this must appear to, ho an extreie supposition, and
doubtless many will resent it as a caricature. No one, it will
be saîd, could ever believe that nerves left to themselves would
produce the «IPrincipia " or the " Mécanique Céleste." This is
probably truc, but a good many hiave said th)ings wvhich led by
a short wvay to the conclusion. Ail the tendencies of pure in-
tellect are said to be in this direction; and to deny it is to
deny the " persîstence of force." To suppose it otherwise is to
assume soniething in connection with the nerves which is not
nerves, but which, exercises a ineasure of control over theni;
and this is à dreadfully antiquated notion-indeed, quite pale-
ontologrical. Nor lot anyone think that by experimient he cari
deterniine whether his volitions count for anything in the
course of physical events: for consciousness-the only witness
in the case-is rulcd out as inconipetent. Nor would it avail
to protcst, for that would bo set dowvn at once as " theological
rancour;" and besides, thousaxids of theologrians have perished
miscrably in their gainsayings of science. As for the advanced
thinker, none of these things move hinm. Rie is as indifferent
to logic and absurdity as bis nerves. He cares only to know
that à view is "in harmiony with the tendencies of advanced
thoughbt," and that, is ample proof and defence. If said ten-
dencies should change, hie iould change also; but it is vain to
hope for change on other conditions. lie ca'nnot depart from
the traditions of the eiders. lie cannot deffle the graves of the
prophets of bis sect. Any absurdity rather than disloyalty and
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