
rhe Captivity of Judah

THfE CA.PTIVITY 0F JUDAHLeoson X. September 3, 19R5
2 Chronicles 36: 11-21. Commit to memory vs. 19-21.

GOLDEIN TEXT-Bo sure yeur sin will find you eut.-Numberx 3z: 23.
Il Zedeki'ah iros one andi twenty years old Nvhen 17 'Iheretoro lie 1-rught upon themi tise king of

ho began to reigri, and 1rruîgned cleven years ini .X.ru'- the 9Cn.al'du.s, mâo Ml.w tlicir yeung mn with tise
sialem. sword in the houee of t!zeir sanctuary, and had no

12 And ho diti that u'ldch iva8 evil in the sight cf compassion upon Young moan or maiden, 10old
tise LonD his Gad %and hurnbl±d not himseli bedore î.ian, or hirm that stoopeti for age : ho gave thern ail
Jcremi'ah the prophet speaking frein tha incutis of iiito his lia-id.
the LORD). 18 And ail the vesýsels of thse bouse cf Ced, great

13 And hc aIse rebelled agai:îst king Nebhat- and small, and tihe treasures of the bouse of tise
nez'zar, who hati madie him swear by Uod : but lie Lorno, andi tlî.c trc:%sur4ýs of the king. and cf bis
stiflened his neck, and hardencd his hecart frein tura- prhsces ; ail these ho brouglit te Bab'ylon.
ing unto tise LoueD 3 God of l5'Zrael. 19 And they burat the lieuse of Gcd, and brake

14 Molreover ail the -Ichief cf thse îîriests, and tile downi the 'val! of J.-rusalem, n:îJ burnt ail tlic paîlaes
pc'3ple. - transgressed very mucli after ail the ahomi- cliereef with lire, andi destroyed ail the goodly ves.-zic
niations cf the heuthen - and -polluted the bouse of thereef.
tha LorDi wvhicis lie had hailowved in Jeruszscm.

15 e*tid thse LoRD 2 God of thnir fathers sent te them 20 And them that had csz-aped frora the moerd
hy bis enessengers, risinq up --betimcs. and s'ndingz; carried lie away te 13ah'ylen; IL w-here t lîey v.ere qzr-
bccause bhs hati compassion ea bis people, and on bis vant-i te hins andti s sens until tlîe reign cf the king-,
dvelling place : doim of Per':Ia :

16 But thev rnockcd the mne-sengers ef Gcd, and 21 To fulfil tise word cf the LORD) hy the nicutis of
despised his iords. andi amisused bis prephets. unit Jercmi'ah, until the land liati enjoyeti ber sabbaths :
the wrath cf the LonD arsé against bis people, till fe'r as lung as se lar y &solate she kept sabbath, te
L).cre iras ne remedy. fulfil threes-core and ten yCars.

Revlsed Version-i hbe; 2ise humbleti net;- th-' Scî# trespà!tsed very greatly; Gthey; 1carly;
'coffed at; Chaldeans; 10olti ian or ancient:. lie; iand tissy e.

THE LESSON =XLAINED
Mmxe and Placs,-587 B.C.; Jerusaleas.
Connectlon-After a siege lasting a year and a

hait, Jerusalein was captureti by Neisuchadnezzar,
and its king rand people were csrried away captive
te Bahyllon.

I. TuîF, WICKED NATION. - 11, 12. Zede-
Iriah ; son of gocd Bing
Jcsiahisissntier'snnsne.-
beiexg Bamutal, 2 Kgs. ~
24 . 18. One and
twenty. A Younsg man
and a king-wisat spien-
dsdl opportunities ha bati, -

and how sadly ho mis- ..

used tisea I 3Relgned 0 .

eleven yeans; tise last-
cf Jud1i's twenty kings.
In bis reign tise wicceti-
ness cf tise nation came
te s isead, and must ho
punished. Did. evilLin
thse slght cf the Lord. A Company
Zedekisis did net meau
te lie wirtked, but ho was tee wcalc te stand eut

.gaint tise evil influence of bis counsellors (ce Jer.
38: 4). la tisis world cff temptation te ho we-sk is
likely te end in beiag vicked. lumnbled net
hiTnel! before Jeremiais. Tise prepbct had
advised tise king te suismit te thse Chaldeans. but tise
le ng isad net wistiem enougis, or faitis eneugh ia Ced,
te sec that tisis ws3 tise best course. Promn thse
molutho f tse Lord. It wss tisis that gave sutisority
te tise prcpiset's werds. Ho had received tisem
frein Ccd

13, 14. Ho aise rebefled against kIng Nebucis.
adnezzar ; who isat plsced him on tise tbrone, v. 10.
Who had made hlm swear by Ged. This refera te
tise catis of silegiance te Neisucisaduemms. taken by
Zedasi, probably when ho become king. Stif.

fened hiz neeck; Lice an ohstinate or refusing te
obey bis master. Haxdened his heart;* becomlng
dsily more set in his evil ways. Moreover, etc.
Tise priests. who ougist te havo becan leaders in the
pure worsisip of Ced. andi tise people, were as hati as
tise ing. Polluted thse houas of the Lord. (See

__________________Esck. 8: 10, 11. 14, 16.)
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WARNINGs. -15, 16.
Thse lord Ged of their
fathers. Sus'ely ail Bis
past gootinesa shculd
h~ ave matie Blis people
wiiling te listen te Him.
Sent . . estengers
Ilis prophets, sucis as
laalais, Jeremiah and

'~EzekieL. Blaing up

Mie a in gotting up
Searly te begin some tauc

of Ptsonemho bas set Us heart on.
Gcd in esger te save Mia

people. Because ho bad, comipassion. Bis heart
was full of pîty wien hoe saw tise evils tise people were
bninginit on tbemselves by tiseir sin. ' ut they
meckred thse niessngers. Sec Jer. 28 : 20.23;
37 : 15. 16; 38:.4. Mlzsed his p)rophlet;
Moclced themin l word, bosides doing them hedily
haras. TI there wus no rezned. Likes dicsease
sllowed te go uncheckcd, tise people issd gene ne far
in sin, jhat notising coulti new save tsein froas pua-
isisment. (Compare Jer. 25:- 3-10 ; 35 : 12-15.)

111. THEr DEsEUvE.D PumsiimEx. - 17,
18. Thse klng ef the Chaldeanx (Rev. Ver.);
Nebuchadnez.isr. Thse Cisadeans were a people who
lived soutis cf liabylen by tise ses; but Nebucissd-
nezzsr's father isat eonquted Babylon snd gdded it
te bis dominions. Bence tise same people were


