
AMONG OUR BOOKS.

1-' IAT theysY - e stock-

lingers ini the con-
or cep.ion of somte is

Smade evident by
ail atiusing IiCi-
dent wvhîch occur-

Ired re cently in the
experience of the

IiIUJ writcr wvhile stay-
/1 ingat a large haotel

in - ive]], it
frf~,/~ doesn't really mat-

ter wvhicli af aur
Canadiani chties.

On enteringtlîc
t> dining-hiall a nie

morning, the wvri-
ter pauscd at a
table ta speak a

I .. iew wards ta a
~'new arrival, -a

woman renmark--
able for lier mass
af beautiful liair,
wvbich exists in
perpetuial disar-

rangemient-then proceeded ta lier owvn seat.
Presently a second guest of the hanse leaned
over lier shoulder and whispered:

" Who is the lady ta w~homi you spoke just
nowv? "

''1That is the wvriter af -" wvas the an-
swer. "'She camesofai ell-known literary
family and is a clever journalist."

"'Oh !" answered the lady, in a tone
irrisistibly funny in ils serions satisfaction.

1 tlîoutght she wvas soinething af tliat kind
because of lher h air."

One of the new books that cames ta us
this manth is "«Stephen, a Soldier of thîe
Cross," by Florence M. Kingsley. "'Stephen"
is a sequel ta Il'Titus," and bath are wvell
iworth the reading.

It is alwvays a question with manry,-espe-
cially those 'vho hold the Bible ta be verbally
inspired,-in howv far it is permissible ta
imaginatively connect the incidents and fl]
in the ellipses, wvith the purpose af bringing
those wvonderfiîl three years af Christ-Aife
mare vividly before the moadern thauglit af
the twentieth century.

Again, ta the deeply imaginative mind,
the Bible narrative, as it stands, is so pic-
tuiresque, sa patent, a fragment so miglitily
dranîatic, tlîat ta piece it with aur own futili-
ties were as unfilling as ta set the diamond
in Clay.

Yet the Christian wvorld lias maved a long
way from orientalisni in these nineteen ceci-
Luries ; and any tale that, while tauching
reverently the wards and deeds af Christ, in
no wise adding to or maltreating thenm, shall
yet in simple natural manner render more
famliliar ta us the trnes and miatiiers,-Inay,
ev en that shaîl make mare real the people
%% ho came in tauch with Him,-may prove
both entertaining and profitable.

Only, it is wvell ta drawv distinction between
tvo classois ofisucli writings.

Tliere are tales that are wvritten for drain-
.îtîc effect anly ; -that, like thîe "Ecce
1loama," add ta the agony, pile up the tears
.I.gîd tlhe sufféring, dwell uipan thie purpie tor-
',%tes, lcad thc tlîauglt a-riot in sensuonus
1,,tNsioan ai pain, and cry ' Bchald ! '

Tire second class arc wvritten for our rever-
%c-t learning, and, like that uvonderful paint-

i~by Gilbert Max, IlThe Raising ofijairus'
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Dauighter," represeîît thîe Master ta us as
ance ilnflitely tliotigli tiul, cal y beilltfil in
tcndcrncss and lîelp.

It is lîardly necessary ta state wvhicli or
these arc ta be caminieided.

ITitus " anîd "« Steplîcui " arc af the latter
class. Tuicy send glîcir readers ta tire Bible
ilnstead af takcing ils place; wlili, aitcr aIl,
is, perlîaps, thîe supremle test. Tîtese stok-ies
have thec cliarm i ofbtildiîii:, for uis a ver),
suveet cliaracter abott'%-IiIli the Bible ttelis
uis aIl toa little.

Iiic hcarlier book ..S/ephî'n appears as a
defornied cliild, wlîo is liefflcd by Christ. lIn
the latteq , lie lias grauvn to ) ou ng nianhlood,
and works %vith thic Aposties,-,a secondJolin
in gentlencss and purity.

Histarically, ''Stephien - deals 'vitl thec
days imnîcdiately follawing he Crucifixion,
the ver' earliest g-atlering af tie bereit anid
sore-hear*ed liandful af folloivers, and the
persectians tlîat tlhey endured froni the
przests.

Fromi a literary point af view~, the charmi
of the book lies largcly ini that it follows
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closely an Scriptural lines ini aIl dialogue
that the narrative is set forth in sinuplcst
Saxon, and that thîe atmosphierc is cîcar, thîe
colouring wvell tonced.

The adverîtures af the twvo orphan chîildren
formn an innocent yet effective connecting
thread thîroughliat the pretty tale.

'g Steplicu, A Soldier ai the Cross," by 'Miss Flor-
ence Kingslcy. Win. Briggs, Toronto.

A attractive volume of short stories cames
ta us fram the peu ai a newv Canadian wvniter,
F. Clifford Smith. That tliese are chiefly
talcs wvhose scenres are laid in aur newv land,
adds natnrally ta their intercst for us.

Witlî E. W. Thomsou's finislhcd and
dramatic sketches and the ramantic vigaur
of Gilbert Parker as aur present high stand-
ards ai Canadian cc'launing, it is difficuit ta
deal wvith any book ai similar method and
purpose without making unfair camparison.
Yeti ici the present instance thie anithor, wvhile
îîot yet reaching the master art of these meni,
touches it vcry nearly.

IA Laver ini Hanîc.spu,"-tlie volumîe is
Na namiec froni thei initial story,-is a briglît
anud entertaining book, ecdi ai wvlîse dazelî
tales are iast readable, wvhilc several af
them, natably "Le Loup Garou," IThle
Faitli that Remaves Mc'iiîntains," and "A

IPrairie E-pisadle," are eqîual ta thîe best uvork
of thi vriters %vhoni ive haive mnîtioîîcd.

Tire autlîîr dleals largely wvitlî Frenchi-
Calnadiail lueé, ilts simple dlaniesticit ies and
beliel's. IlA Lover ini Flomespuns " is a sîîuî-
pIe Frcnicli-cal:,diaii lave %tory, very prettily
told.

lit Il Le Loup Garou," ane ai tie strongiest
and maist tanclîing tales ili tie volumlelie
antlior fiinds lus sketch uipan the strange
superstitiaîi whlîih ) et linîgers largely amaîîg
thec Frenchi habitant, -- tlîat if seveu Yeats
pass- % ithiotit confession thle Clhurchi forsal<es
the îîeglectful anie, andI lie is seized uiposu bv
thue devil, n ho changes liiim inta the drcadful
loup garou. But if it is possibîle to draw
blood front ic beast, thîe victimi %vill be re-
leased froni thue curse and rcstared ta mi-
haod again.

mFic sceîue wlîere a dear 01(1 motlîer kilîs a
great baying houuîd hci belief fihat she %vas
redecming lier w~ayward saoi is wvorth quaîing:

"Sec, ttallîti%:e,' shle said, stanîding cect anîd
poimîtiîîg to I lie dog ; ' the curse lias fallil ias I
fc'ared il woîîld. 'l lie devil hîa% tîîrîed our Pierre
autlo a bou1 il a nd i h beast is coniiiig t bis wîîty."

She mnadea weisd picîîire as she signod ini the opein
polir, wiîlî lier tliî, white liair streaniiiîg about lier
face, anîd graspiîîg the knifé wlîicli gliitcred ii clic
iîoolntigl.

*rhe linge aiîiii.it .vas now ont>' a field away.
Separating thie field (roi,, the road .vas a ,toile wall.

*...Shc rail anid crouctied bcind tire portion
ai tue wa.tt over wlîiche aitninal îîîîîist juînli.. .
Sue sprang to lier ficet just as Uic dog rose into thec
air. Slîc was exactly ini front of il. The beast lit-
tered a liowl of terror as clic strange apparition so
unexpecccdly rose up befare it. Bravely blue. sized
with lier left hand aneci thte paws of rite animîal,
and, as itfeu, tic kiiife ini lir riglit lîaid vns buried
decp in the shoulder of the dog. The eîiragcd ani-
mal lurcd anud buricd ils teetlî in lier ari. Slîe did
not feel tie bite ; thec crisis liad pa.ssed Uith un-
uîatural 1 trengtIl deserted lier.

J ui.t as uîîconsciousncss was diiinig lier cye- slic
saw a nial tua erinig above lier. . . . 1% voice
chat slie kncwv anîd lovcd so well callcd Il Mottici.
iiintlier." Slie opcened lier eyes wvcarily anid lookcd
ilito thie face ut' the marin, anîd a snmile passcd over
lier fâce.

«'ay Pierre, ilîy soli," stie iiitrtiiîired ; '4 1 said I
wuuld rcecase yoîî.*" lier lips grew vcry wvhite anid
lier ticad tell back tipon i s sluoulder.

Il'A Prairie Episode 'gis a tale af the North-
%v'est %vorthy af Bret Harte. Several
sketches deal vividly with sceîîcs and inci-
dents ini the building ai the C. P. R. across
the great stretcli af prairie ; and wvith the lile
of thîe railwvay men and train despatchers
during the early days ai its operation.

There is not a poor stary ini the book ; aIl
are readable, and several touch high dramatic
wvark.

Canada lias another wvriter ta be prand ai.
"A Lover in Hiomespunl," Ly P. Clifford Smîithî.

WVm. Briggs, Toronto.

Onie ai the most earnest discussions tlîat
taak place during the recent conférence of
the National Caunicîl ai Wonîcn wvas upomi
the tapic of how best ta teacli necdful phy-
sialogical facts ta children and yaung people,
and ini caîmnection %vith the subject a number
ai books wvere rccommended by ane and
another ai the members ai the Cauncil.

Tliese rcinmmend atiaîs wvere personal,
and therefare ai value ta ahl mothers, wvlo are
aicen sarely puzzled haw ta deal wvith thec
qî'csuianings; ai young people in the manner
th it is at once bath wvise and swveet and up-
lifl ng.

P"44 Song of Lufe," hy Miss M. Morley, blcCitre
PAb Co., Clicngo, -mas spokcîî oras clinc or tlic best

ini it4 puirity anJ healty ai tlîauzlit.
Il A 'Motticr's Advic ;" "A 1Fatlîcr's Advice," by

E. P1.1%iller.
"Sclioottoy Mor.ality," tîy Elliot Stock. Pater-

no.qter Row.
'' liolier'q T;itk w~iti tuec Ciiilclrcn," a scries îssned

ly W.C.T.U., Chiicago.
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