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TRADE WITH GREAT BRITAIN.
lN a previous isue of this journal was published the repont
of Prof Macoun's address on Canadian wonds, delircred be
fore the Carringe RBuilders® Acsociation in London, Ung, which
treated principally on a certain class of Canalian woeds <uit
able for ~arrigre hwildng Through the courtesy of 1na
Comwall, Faq, hte Agent General for New Brunswick in
Great Heitain, Tur [ eMurkvaN is enabled to give a synopsis
of that gentlemaw’s ceport, rc(uling to Canadian wods and
their utilization for virious mapufactured articles for cvpurt,
furnished to the New Brunswick Government The hints con
tained in th+ extracts which follow are practical and quite
worthy the attention of Canadian lumbermen and manufacturers.
The suggestions thrown out adgocating the fonmation in this
country of a company such as is.referred to in this report have
Teen made after careful and pradtical rescarch of the wants of
the British trade, and can be relfed upon as authentic :
 The most important itew of trade with Great Britainis in
our woods and from the large nu'ml)cr of inquiries which T had
during the Colonial eshibition i am convinced that a great
entension of that export can Je made if properly handled.
This more «pecially applies 1§ our hardwoods. It is quite
evident that our hardwoods wil] not find profitable sale there
until they are carefully scasoned and properly manufactured.
All of this must be done upon this side of the Atlantic and
from all experiences up to the present, it s eyually evident
that the lusiness has nat Ieen properly understood by our
manufacturers, and that there is not sutlicient capital accessible
in the business to make it a sucgess. A company or syndicate
should e formed with a large capital capable of holdmg a
large stock of woud (or careful geasoning, to erect and operate
large mills capable of turning put all classes of wood goods,
and who could establish largg warchouses in Liverpool and
London, where an eatensive sfock could always be kept on
hand for immediate delivery. $That such a company in the
hands of proper and eaperienced management, devoting their
whole attention to this branchg would be a success, it is an
casy matter to demonstrate fron{ the figures T was enabled to
glean at the exbibition. T alse have the assurance that if the
company were launched under pfoper auspices upon this side,
the amonut of stock necessary would be readily taken up in
England. It would mos unqugetionably e of great advan.
tage to the provinee to have the gompany operate there and 1t
was admitted by all with whom § talked over the matter that
New Brunswick is the most favordble place for its lucation.
Among the articles which T would suggest to the company as
advanlageous to manufacture areg cloth boards, slats for slate
frames, broom handles, brush baghs, mouldings, blind slats,
blind pulleys, hardwood squares dnd dimension stufl for <ur-
tain rods, rings aud ends, for mangle rollers, portions of furm-
ture, Xc.; o this last pamed ligd alone there s an almost
limitless ficld, T was enabled though the excellent dea of
Mesats, Howe, in showing the stalhs on the woods i the wood
trophy, and also from some tests that I had made to convince
English manufacturers of the adgptabality  of our birch for
staining. It is bemg more largelypused in that way now, and
the following item taken from an Ajentcan luber journal of a
recent date may be of service n grousng the wmteres of our
people in this subject )
¢ The price of Blach Birch of hé~t quality has recently gone
up from é7 tu $935 per 1,000. 12: extraordinary advance is
dite to the discovery that boards &t out of the first logs are
suse ptible of a very high polish, §nd can be used for almost
any purpose hitherto exclusively rderved for mahogany, which
i~ worth $230 a thousand.  The dldvance has been eapedited
by the discovery that the best Jlack walnut is giving out.
Black walnut from Arkansas and ghe south is ~o porous that it
is of very little use in forniture maging.  The best black birch
is found almost eaclusivedy on th§ barren copper ore regions
between Milwanhee and Ashlangd, where all other tumber s
stunted in growth and very e Here boards out of the
butt cut quickly assume a beautifl red tint on being eaposed
to the atmosphiere, and cau be plished up o a great degree of
tmeness,  The price will soon 131 10 $3010 $ooathonsand. N
railroad is bemg laid right throgdh the very inaccesalde region
where it grows, and the high pdees have tempted several men
te open out xaw mills,  Red bdeeh has also advanced in price
very rapidly. [t coule b bogrht up recently Indbana and

Ohto for the bare cost of sawfog, lat fow 1t s worth $30 a
thousand.”

The indudry of manufactiging spools angt spool wood for
the thread-makers of the Unjed Kingdom has been carried on
for many jears in the Profince of New Brunswich, Nova
Scotia, and Quebee 3 and thpse versed in the subject sy that
when properly  conducted gthae is Lig mongy in it for the
manufacturer.  Mesres. | I Coats, of laisley, Scotland,
use very Largely of spool stgeh, as do akvo Clark & Co, of the
Anchor Mills of the same pace s and they are always anvons
to ~ccure first class stoch Jeven greatly in advance of their
consumption, which s an Dehvaral i Sestland, the
prices paid are from £6 LY £6 108 pa 1,000 supethaal foet.
Of contsy, many vther irmd wse Jareedy of ths Rind of wnd,
in faet, since the introductidn of the machine called the quad-
rugde et the Yo haYtaen waneal This walon the
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last five years or theteabouts.  Previous to that time, the <pool
blochs were made from transverse sections of the irch log,
the thickness of the desired length of the Dleck, and were cut
out of these sections by holluw ¢y lindrical saws attached to
vertical spindles running at a high rate o speed—some 3,500
revolutions per minute,  fn the centre of the saw was a bor-
ing Lit that bored the hules in the spool blocks so manufactur-
ol Owing to the growlng scaraity of birchwood 1n Great
Britain and Ireland, the Scotch Blocker has been gradue'ly
ahandoned, and the guadruple borer has tahen ats place on
account of its alility tu ntilize spoul stock, as described, which
could be impurted from Norway and Admena at a cost come
mensurate with the scheduled cost of production, whereas
birch in the log would ihake the cost of the material very high.

The spools themeelves, linished and ready for use, should be
manufactured n this country, and I am assured that it only
requires the careful selection of wood, proper scasoning, and
above all great caution as o turning, 1o insure all of the orders
being placed with our manufacturers,  Vhere1s a large trade
to be done mn blucks, for shoe lasts, and in this care in the
selection of blocks, cutting thewm into proper shapes for double
and single last Llocks, and dipping the cnds in a componition
to prevent them cracking while scasoning.

A large quartity of poplar of from four to cight inches in
diameter, with the bark on, and in lengths of from siv 1o
twelve  feet, is now imported into England from Brittany
These saplings are split down the centre, and they are then
cut into proper lengthy and used for brush backs for the coarse
brooms or brushes used by the street sweepers. Al that s
required in these is that the mould should be free from knots,
straight, and without twist,  Asthe freight from Brittany is
very high, and as this class of wood is so plentiful and casily
got at in New Branswick, there should not be any  difficulty
in competing for the trade.  In addition to these large orders
are now open and were consantly offered to me for fancy turn-
ing such as door knobs, chemists’ bosves in great varicty,
wenthol core Loaes, faney boaes for confectionery, door staps,
deck plugs, wedges, e In these lines there were not any
manufacturers in Canada, so far as I could find out, capable of
entering into the large cantracts that were offered.  The same
might be said of tool handles in endiess variety.  Hay rake
handles, pitchfork handles, spade and shovel handles are in
constant demand.  Bobbins and <hips’ blocks can only be sold
where stocks are kept on hand ready for delivery.  Many of
the hardwoods are used by musical instrument makers, but
they find the woods takeni over in bulk (square timber) practic-
ally useless. Birch and maple are now being introduced for
flooring purposes by some of the best firms, and the day is
not far distant when it will be admitted that they are far pre-
ferable to pitch pine, at double the cost.  Medical men are
now recommending their use for hospitals, Xe., on sanitary
considerations.  Another branch which is capable of develop-
ment is carriage and waggoh stock, and the oak, el and a:h
of New Brunswick, if cut under the <ame conditions as in
England or proviuces, is equally well adapted for this purpose.
That is, it must be the second growih, or more propetly, such
as is grown on partly cleared land, and where it has been sub-
jeet to full action of the sun and wind for some years,

Offers were made by a number of carriage builders to give
a guarantee to place all their orders for stock with Canadian
manufacturers in preference to purchasing in the United States,
and also that they would pay the same prices now paid in that
market.  Offers were alo made by carriage builders and
dealers to place the requisite amount of capital in a manufac-
turing concern in this country to afable them to carry on the
trade successfully.,

This branch would regnite eacceding caution to make it a
auccess. - It must in all casés be remembered that as far as oak
and ¢lm are concerned we have to compete against the woud
from trees grown on the large estates i Great Brtan, where
they are fully expused to the action of the sun and atmesphere,
and that our vrdinary, foregt growth will not answer. Ash s
in sume demand, and our ground o pasture ash was carcfully
tested Ly some of the woollworhersin London and very highly
recommended.  The best Guality of hickory can be obtained
readily from Ontariv, andf could be manufactured biere with
the other woods,  Basswpad is now being more and more
largely used for carriage bbdics

In other Lranches sevéral of our woods are coming into
prominence, largddy throdgh the specimens shown at the es-
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*of the trade must be submitted to it it for consumption,

- great esteasion.

, most to blame,

-

Althaugh
nically prepared or aiher

item prevents any successful shipTScnl.\ at present.
there were not any specimens of ¢
woed pulp, shown from New Brfgswick, still a numlb«r of
inquirtes regarding this article found3heir way 1o me through
my wlentification with the other wood Yrade.

There s a very luge and growang warket for this matenal,
and provided 1t can be manufactured dg a sufficiently cheap
scale to meet that now preduced on the “¥uropean continent,
a quick market could be found.  The neces§grily limited space
allowed for this report prevents my going sk fully as I w-h
into the Jdetails of the wood trade, which is Quite capal *¢ of

THE ABUSE OF MACHINER

TIERE is hardly any line of business in which\machitery,
and machinery of a high clas, cuis a more pr
ure than in the wmahufacture and manipulationof lu No
important part of the work that is put wpon a picce of timbxr,
from the time it leaves the water until it is deliverdl (o the
consumer ready for use, is accomplished without thg use of
machinery.  There is little 1o a <aw mill, or a planing nili, o
a door, sash and Wlind factory, or, indeed, any wood working
cotablishment, beyond an aggregation of machinery fdr jer-
forming the multitude of operations to which the raw mbtenal
The
purely manual labor expended on Jumber inany stagd of i
progress is chietly employed in its handling, and this fs often
accomplished through the aid of devices which maké 1 un
necessary for the workman to 1ay his hand upon the \‘fo«l.

It is posibly this very fact—that <o much can bejdone by
machinery—that has led to the employment of gheap and
clumsy hands to partly do what it requires brains agd <hill to
do thoroughly and well.  Be this as it may, lhcrq‘k no one
who has had much erperience in <aw mills and planing wills
but knows that a large proportivn of the machinety theran o
every day subjected to more or less abuse. It is the abus,
not of intention, but of ignorance and incompetencey, and for
that very reason the hardest to deal with, Itfs difficult to
convince an ignorant man that his knowledge s> not as wide
as the universe, and to demonstrate to an igabrant but con
ceited man that he has anything to learn 1s wel igh mupossible,
Such men are very often employed to run mdchinery, and to
any one who will calmly and intelligently cgnsider what the
probable result must be, it cannot be a matter of wonder that
they make a mess of the job,  So much is this felt by machin.
ery men, that they are frequently doubiful about mtrad: ~ing
new devices, fearing that the careless and incompetent he. fhing
they will receive from the users will condemn them, and "~m-
age the reputation of the makers, The inventor and manu.
facturer of a very novel and uscful device, which accomplishes
rapidly and cheaply a part of the work of ‘]umbcr making that
now depentds chiefly on the main strength and awkwardness of
muscle, while in conversation recently, spjoke of the slow pra-
gress he had made in getting his improvement mnto use.
“Yes,” hesaid, “it's a good thing—there are plenty to adimt
that—but they are shy about using it ; it's machinery, youknow,
and ity pretty Bard to get the best machine well used. Tvwill
do the work, and do it well and cheaply, and the machine
simple and not easily injured, but still it is a machine, and the
cheap, ignotant laborers who are trusted with it, know wmore
about getting such a thing out of order than all the mechanics
in the United States can learn about getting it back again. 1
am not pushing my apparatus to the market, because my
capenence in this way has been so discouraging and unprott.
able.” .

For this condition of affairs 1t is tnquestionable that thosw
who buy machinery, and who employ the men who ran 1, are
It is too frequently’ the case that they ook
wore to the price a man ashs for his labor, than to his atahty
as an operative.  The saving of a ddllar a day in the cont of
labor is palpable and fully appreciated ; the loss in time and i
damage to an expensive picce of machinery is obscure and fes
canily apprehiended.  More uften than otherwise, 1 a mactune
runs badly, and 1s much of the umdont of repair, the blame
is put entircly upon the maker, whendif the mill owner wonld
get at the naked truth he would findg that the machine 1« all
right, but is o improperly handled hat good work is out of
the question.  Said the manager of qae of the largest planing
machine establishments in the coumr(;’;I the other day, *thure

. are few mills in which our machinery is runming, that I can go

hibition,  Among these ljlc wost important will be the use of .

cedar for coopers’ work, ‘particularly for water tanks, also for
we 10 breweries, &c. There were @ very large aumber of
myuines regarding this pood, and T understand that some very
considerable vrders havgbeen placed i New Brunswickalready,
Hirch staves for barrelsfaiso drew constderable attention,
Laceisor (wood ibré) for packing and aupholstenng s grad-
ually comng snto use i kagland, could be readily sold were
0 posable to dehived it there at a reasopable froght. Thae

~ work out of thar equpments that th

into without fear and trembling. l?know, in most cases, 1
shall find something wrong ; and the:chances are, “of cours,
that the Vlame will be put on the nachines. 1 could pame
scores of mills that do not get within § large percentage of the
y arc capable of doing,
just beeause the men in charge do notknow their business,’

It avails hule for a machmery manpfacturer to use the bet
matenals, and have them put together with great care and
shally it some mcompetent, twelve shjlling a day laborer i~ to




