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LUMBERMAN.

4
PILING LUMBER AT THE MILLS.

1t i now somo four or fivo yoars sinco the
LZumberman first called tho attention of the mill
men cutting lumber for this market to the
advantago of piling and drying their lumber at
tho point of production, over tho plan then
altnost exclurively in voguo of shipping it to this
city green and scasoning it in tho yards. In
that tiwe, tho methods of making and haudling
Jumber have undertono marked chanyes: the
facilitica for eawing have improved, and the
avernge annual output of tho mills in what is
known na tho Chicago district has very largely
incrensed. Tho proceas of lumber making is in
hardly any respect exactly what it was in 1877,
and, similaely, wo find that in handling tho unll
product, improvements have been introduced
that havo materially lossenod the expenso and
added to the profits of manufacturers. A good
many mill men have followed the ndvice of this
paper, and have made a practical test of the
plan of piling at tho mills, and shipping t. -
lutnber to Chicagodry. Tho fact that none of
them have found the schemo impracticable or
havo abandoned it after a fair trial, is protty
relinblo ovidenco that it had init, in tho first
place, nothing that was wild or visionary. Some
figures printod in connection with our Annual
Roview of the production in this district last
year givo n pretty good notion of the increaxs in
mill piling in tho last four years.  Comparisons
of tho amount carried over at the close of 1880
and 1877, with tho amount sawed by the mills
in thoso yoars, prove that whilo the increase in
the cut for last ywr over the carlier ono was
less than GO per cent., th gain in the quantity
wintcred over was fully 115 per cont., or nearly
double. These figurea demonstrato conclumvely
that tho operators who have tried the plan of
piling nt tho mills have found it profitable, and
have continued to follow it.

Tho Lumlerman's attention has been dirccted
to this matter by the iact that several of tho
largest manufacturers who own yardsin Chicago
have lately been maturing plans to pi o acon-
siderable part of their cut at the mills, instead
of occupying se much yard room here. Tho
advanco in dock rents is so great that it is be.
coming an important mattor for tho lumbernien
to take up as little space in this city as they
can, and, as a means of escaping a portion of
this tax on their vtock, a number of them are
preparing to pilo and dry at the mills. Wo aro
informed that soveral of the Menomineo river
operators aro already naking proparations to
piloa largo part of this season’s product on the
mill dacks, with the intention of holding a good
deal of it over for shipinent early in the spring,
when dry lumber is wanted and is generally
scarce. Thoy expect in this way to escape the
necessity  of enlarging their facilities here,
which, with dock rents at 89.50 per foot, is an
important consideration.  The examplo of these
operators iy likely to be followed by others who
havo tho accommodations at their mills for
piling, and probably the close of tho present
season will find on the mill docks the largest
stock that has ever been carried ovor.

It would scem that tho advantages of crosa-
g at the placo of sawing handly needs con
saderation at this time.  They are pretty genei-
ally understood and admitted by saw mill men,
Tor manufacturers who do not own yards at
this pot, the plan seems cspecially desirable.
By adopting it they will cacape many of tho
anneyances and losses that ariso from the ship-
ment of the Inmber just as it comes frowa the
saw, and its salo on comrission here, by reason
of which allowances have often to bo mado to
the buyer which might have been avoided if the
manufacturer conld have sold his Jumber in pilo
whero tho purchaser could sco exactly what ho
was buying. A man can always sell his own
Lamber, morcover, to better advantago than
somo ono clso can gell it for him, which is an-
other good reason why producers should, as far
s possible, endeavor to hold their inmber at the
mills and disposo of it themselves.

It is true, unquestionably, that the now plan,
if it may xo be called now, roquires a1 rger and
longer investment of money than the old ono of
turmning the lumber into caah as soon after it
loaves the saw as possible.  In order to pile his
cut, & mill man must bo content to oxfend
>emething in tho way of interost, insurance,

and, possibly, taxes ; but tho roturia aro suffici.
ent to mako this n paying inveatinent. Thero
is n nominal differenco of fully 81 in tho valuo
of green and dry stock, and, actually, tho differ-
onco ta inuch more, for tho fact that lumber is
dry implica that it can bo handled and freighted
at & much leas cost than if it wore full of sap and
water. Thero is somcthing saved at nearly
overy point in its progress from the mill to the
buyer’s yard, and all this cconomy contributes
tu tho prufit of the man who drics it. Besides,
if thero werv any doubt remaining as to the
profit to bo derived from scasoning Jumber, it
conld not stand against the fact that lunber is
bought and seasoned in Chicago whera rents aro
high, taxes oxcessive, and labor much more
custly in proportion than it is at produciug
points, and the process mado to pay those who
undertake it fairly, if not handsomely.

Thero 13 uno other fact that should not b lost
sight of in this connection ; namely, that the

sanufacturer who piles his Iumber occupics o
comparatively independent position toward
thoso who buy. He doos not atand in mortal
fear of a break in prices, or run the chance of
sending a heavy consignment to the cargo
market at tho wrong timo, and having to stand
the cunsequent luss, because of tho impossi-
bility of duing anything with his lumber but
selling it after ho gets it there.  If tho market
happens to weaken temporarily he need not
sutfer Ly 1t, unless ho chooses to dv 8o, Ho hasy
Ius stuck whero it will keep, and ho i3 propared
with tho facihities for holding it; so that if
prices aro down to-day and therois reason to
think they will improve shortly ho can withhold
his stock fromn salo long cnough to cover the
intorval of weakness,

Wo shall bo much dizappointed if, a3 we said
once before, thero is not a considerablo increass
in the amount of piling at the mills this season,
over what has Leen dono in this way heretofore,
Our reasons for so thinking are, first, that the
plan is a thoroughly practicable and profitablo
one in itsclf, and one that is looked upon with
favor by the shrowdest of our mill men, and,
xeecndly, that the mill owners and operators are
generally in better shapo to take advantagpo of it
than they over wero before.  Thero is no doubt
about the fact that they made moncy last year,
and that thoy enter upon the present season
with greater financial resources than they have
over had. They aro therefore prepared, with
few exceptions, to conduct their business just as
they want to, and with a view to getting out of
it all that it holds for them, and itis not to be
assutued that they will overlouk 8o impurtant o
suurce of profit as this, We do not hope to seo
all manufacturers cross-pile their lumber; we
knuw very well that many of them cannot du it,
beeaase of inadequats dock facilities, or becauso
of other  stacles in tho way; but we are
equally well aware of the fact that there are
many others who do not labor under such dis-
advantages, and of such wo luok for a consider.
able proportion to try the pan of piling and
drying their lumber at the n ill.—Nothwestern
Lumberman.

Sprace Deals,

There 1s no deabt but spruce deals are on tho
decling m the London market. The cargo of
the St. Julien, from St. John, N.I. (which
asually stands neat in favor to Quebec), was
scld a few weeks sinco at a decided fall in value,
A cargo from the same port sold last year—
about the Intter part of March—fetched at the
Baltic rooms on an averago about £7 103., now
the highest price for the Lest lengths and sizes
unsortea was £6 158, and tho averago was in
fact not more than £6 7. Gd. all through. A
couplo of lots, abont 3,000 picees, 3x11 in., were
knockad down at £6 5s., good lengths, varying
from 18 to 25 feet. Tho freight changes would
not Lo much shart of £4 per standerd, and if we
deduct this and other oxpensos attached to
theso goods, wo shall find very little left to go
towards tho first cost at St. John. Iast fall
spruce was in great requost at thoe shipping
ports, aud for tho bast sorts at ono timo as
much as £8 was paid. Shippers this season will
think twico beforo consiyning thero again.

Ycllow Ol s par excellencs tho reinedy for Pain,
Lameness, Rheumatism, Croup, Uoatnoss, Burns, Frost
Bites, SUS Jolnts, and all flcsh wounds,  Any medicine

doaler can furhieh it.

TREE OULTURE,

Tinportant ns is tree culture with uy, tho subr
ject is an insignificant ono in the older Provincea
compared with the position it assumes in the
daily lifo in tho Nurth-West, Qur prairies dre
not 80 baro of tices na aro thoso farther south,
and thereforo the guestion ha not the life-and-
death importanco it has in parts of Minnesota
and Dakota. Yot if our pioncors are wiso thoy
will, after their first neads aro ratisfied, plant
tho scedx of trees in shelter Leltz over a spaco
oqual tu soveral acres, The railrond company
may properly bo called upon to introduco to owr
territory the liberal poliey in vogue in tho
North-Western States. A good rebato should
bo givon on tho prico of all land that is put
undor treoy, and youny trees should bo carried
freo of charge. To give an idea of tho indis-
pensableness of trees, wo quate a fow rontonces
from o letter by Mr. S. M, Fmery, who, tho
St. Paul T'ribune says, knows as much of the
aubject of Nurth Western treo culture as any
man living, Mr. Emery xays :—

“One-third of the monoy cxpended by the
railronds i this State during tho past ninety
days in shuvelling snow, saying nothing of loss
of life, destruction of property, and the general
luss in tho shrinkago of rovenuc in freights,
would plant sufticient wind-brea'» on every rod
of prairio storm-infestad railrozd in tho State.
Suppose tho six lines of railroad crossing the
Stato from east to west wero protected by vigor.
ous, strong-growing shelter-belts of cottonwood,
white willuw, or Iarch, and that these wero sup-
plemented by planting shelter-bolts along all
highways, and that tho hundreds of timber
claims wero covered with a vigorous growth of
young timber, s required by law, could wo fail
i controlling  the effects of these terrible
blizzards? The intensity of tho winds would
certainly be modified, and n corresponding de-
greo of comfort and safety be the resnlt. This
is not & matter of idlo speculation, but it is sus-
ceptiblo of tangible, ample proof. In many
places tho shelter-belts along the line of the
Manitoba Railroad are packed full to the top
most twigs, rendering great assistance in pro-
tecting the road-bed from the immense drifts, in
spito of tho fact that theso belts have not had
anything like reasonablo care for several years.”

Mr. Ewmery suggests that railroads which are
subject to snow blockades should put a rod of
land on cach side of their line in trees.—Globe.

Which Way to Bun the Splice of n Belt.

A new Eugland journal is allowing the dis.
cussi0n of whether there s o wrong way to run
a bLelt with regard to ““splices.” The general
answer to this question 1s: Put the belt on so
that the pully i slipping on the face of the belt
ghall run with and not against the splices. But
if tho belt slips on both pulleys, of a belted pair,
then there can bo no difference which way the
splices of the belt lie, for the motion of one
pulley will bo against and the motion of the
other will be with tho splices, which is tho true
stato of the case, but which does not often
hapen ; thero will mostly boe conditions favoring
slippage on the one or other of the pulleys, when
it is known which ono it is, then put the belt on
tou suit this condition. In the cases where there
is noslipping, if the driving pulley acts favorably
on tho splices, then the driven pulley is sure to
be against them, and so it may be said thero is
Teally nothing in the advice directing the way a
belt should bo run, except for the cases of known
slippage.  So says Mr. John H. Cooper, who is
certainly competent authority, in a recent com-
muniention,

Appreciated,
COTE ST, ANTOINE,
Montreal, May 4th, 1881.
Misgrd, Torer & Co., Publishers of Tuxr
Caxana Luuneryay, Peterborough, Ont.
GENTLEMEN,—You, or some friend, has been
forwarding 116 your periodical I think from its
first issue, and you will please roceive enclosed
82 to ay for it for the year, sinco I first ro-
ceived it, tho date of which you will no doubt
bo ablo to ascortain. I like the paper very
much. Itisinimy opinion the best published
on the subjort in America, and is far away
ahoad of the Timber Tradcs Journal of London,
England. Yours,

FILIRG OR SHARPENING THE TEETH 0¥
8AWS.

Tho groatcat wear of asaw is on the under

nides of tho tooth., Filo nearly to an edgo (but

not quite), leaving a short bovel of, say 132 of

aninch wido on the under sido of tho point,

But in no instanco filo to a flne point and thin

wire odge.

First.—Bo sure that the saw hangs properlr

on the mandrel,

Second,—Tho saw must bo in proper line with

tho carriage, and the carriage run truo.

Third.—Tho mandrel must be level and run

tight in tho boxoes.

Fourth.—Round off tho saw so that all teeth

will cut the samo amount, and bo suroc that the

vory points of the tocth are widost,

Fifth.—Do nearly all tho filing on the upper
sides of the tecth and sco that thoy are well
sproad at the points ; filo syuare and have them
pruject alike on both sides of tho saw,
Sixth,—If tho saw heats in tho contro when
tho mandrel runs cool in the boxes, cool it off
and Jine itinto the log a littie.

Seventh. —If the saw heats on tho rim and not
in the centre, cool it off and line it out of thelog
a littlo,

Eighth.— Do not try ths oxperitnent of hend-
ing each alternato tooth for the set, when uwung
insertod toothed saws,

Ninth.—Filo the teoth hooking, ko that the
swayo will spread them at tho points,

Tents —Uso a light hammer in swaging, say
threo-quarters to ono pound weight.

In filing solid toothed circular saws, ke .ho
throats or roots of tho teeth round, or as the
aaws aro when new.  Angles, or square corners,
filed at tho roots of the teoth, will almost invari.
ably cause asaw to crack; the filing of such
angles or square corners will cancel tho warrant
on any saw, The back or top of tho tooth
leads or guides tho saw, and should be filal
square across. The under side of the teeth may
be filed a littlo boveled on tho tecth of aaws that
ore bent alternately for the sot 8o as to leave the
outer corners of the cutting cdge lougest. These
directions, if carofully followed, will not anly
put the saw in oxcellent condition for cutting,
but will, to a great extent, serve to keep it true
in circumferonce, and oven in balance. They
havo been prepared by J. E. Emerson, of Emer-
son, Smith & Co., who i3, as our readers know,
a practical saw maker,

LAROUR ON THE OTTAWA.

The Ottawa Daily Citizen in a roview of the
prospects of lumbering in that valley says .—
The labor question in all of the lumberman's
operations, i3 ono of the greatest importance,
and there scems no chance of a clash between
labor and capital this scason. Among the en-
ployers thero seems a general idea that a slight
advance in wages will take place, but no one of
them seem to apprehend the slightest difficulty
in obtaining all tho hands they may require for
any kind of work, and among the men so far,
oven those who are over sanguino asto what the
scason ay produce, thero scems uo inclination
to forco tho price of their toil above its fair
market value, The Upper Ottawa Improve
ment Company, which owmg to the fact that
work is steady on it tho whole season through,
can get men cheaper than most privato finns for
the drive; are paying £3,000 per month more
than they did last scason. In the mills, how-
over, it is not probable that much aver a dollar
a day will bo paid for day hands, and the usual
rules will bo observed in regard to night hands
Men on the drives, especially tho short dnves,
are now commanding high wages, in somo cases

" | §30 per month and found being paid, and m

very few oxceptional cases first.class men on
difficult work have secured « higher figure.

Flire Proof Buildings,

Thero if practically no such thing as a firo
proof bujlding. Brick comies nearer to being 8
fire proof material than any other substance.
Iron iy treachcrous and almost worthless in
many places whero it is commonly used. A
good oak pillari ‘ar better as a support in caso
of firo than iror. Nono of tho building stone
generally in usor ¢ £ any valuc in caso of sovero
fire, amd granite is tho worst, or least reliablo
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