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THOUGHTS ON TENNYSON

It lias been said thiat thierc is iii poetry
a powver to chieer, sweeteii and elevate lini-
man life ; of no poetry cati tlîis be more
truly said thian of Teiiinysoni'.s. H-e sin gs
not for a particular class of people, but
for ail and coules very close to the lieart
of inanity. Aliiiost every eniotioti ot
the liunian licart fixîds a respoxîsiîre chord
ili Temîiysoii-liiiost but flot aIl, ioe no-
tlîing wvbicli does flot spring froin pure
sources finds a place tliere. I-is sympa-
thies reacli out to aIl, froi the little clîild
to the grey-hiaired mani.

Our Nvorldy-wise plîilosophiers fait to
appreciate sucli a song as M'Niitînie and
Winme slept in a sliell" because they sec
no meaning in it, but the eyes of inany a
little clîild biave brigbitened as the recital
of it gave pleastire to the little lîeart. 'Hie
cliild looks for no mneaning iii bis nursery
rhyrnes, lie sings Nvitlî gladniess lus little
"Sing a song of sixpetîce" rlîyiîie and bis
deliglît is niarred rathier tlîan iîitensified
wvlier soiiit one tells liiini tbiat the kinig
means tic sun, the pie tlhe day, the black-
birds the tîventy-four liours, etc. So Ten-
nyson w~rites blis child soiîgs for clîildren,'xîot for adults whio expect to find a moral
in everything. and tlîey are appreciated by
tliose for ivlioni lie -%vrites.

Youtbi and its aspirations ind expres-
sion in sucli poeins as *Tle 'May Qtuten»,
and 'Tie Sailor Boy." Tliere is flot a
boy whio lives by the sea. especially a fisbi-
erniafl's son, w'lîo cannot say îvitl tlhe
pot-

*'God hcelp me ! sav'e I take imv part
0f danger on the roaring sea

A devil riscs iii rny liart
Far w'orsc than any deatlî to mle."

And wlîce is the young girl îvho does nlot
feel the force of sucli hules as-
"There will flot be a drop of ramn thec

wvhole of the livelong day
And in to be Quecn o' the May. iiio-

ther, in to be Qucen o' thîe \a"
For, of course, it could iiot possihly raimu
oni sucli a great occasion. wivhi the shecp-
lierd lads on every side werc to conle
from far awvay to sec lier crowvncd Queen
o' thie May

One cami easily understand liow a mian

could enter into thîe feelings of youmîg
l'le', sufiiciemîtly to write sucli pocfin as
'"Locksley Hll" and -Clara Vere de
Vere," or to be able to paitît for us sucli
portraits as tixat of "Gavaiiî," surnanied
tie courteous, fair and strong. ior ofteîî
loyal to lus ivord wvliose îvonted courtesy
%vas -courtesy wvithi a toucli of traitor iii
it." And the youing Lavaine, wvlîo Nvlieni
lie sawv King Arthur, *Gazped uipomi hinu
,as onm a tlinig mîiraculous.' ]But wleiî
a maxi shows thec ability to express the
various buminors of -%vomiam, as Tennyson
does, wve arc surprised beyomid nîeasure.
Iii tlîis wve tlîink lic ranks ne.xt to Sliak-
speare. XVlîile lus womien -are ail wortlîy
of study, mnost of tliî strong and love-
able cliaracters, sncb as ivill likecly restore
to man lus lost Edeni. yet Tennysonu de-
li:glits iii gîx'îng expression to tlîeir

"D.clicious spites and darlimîg amîgers
Anîd airy formîîs of flittering chiange."

Instances of tlîis are vers' nuinerous. Talze
for exaniple thc Lady of Slîalott, vilîeil
slîc says "I arn lialf sick of sliadcows," or
Katie M-illows iii lier quarrel witli lier
lover. Or Guimievere. îvlîo Mien the King
told lier of lus goodly liopes tlîat Lance-
lot "'as mîo more a loiîely lîe;rt-

"Yea, lord," slic said,
"*Tliy liopes are inie," anid saying tlîat

slîe cliokzed
And sliarply turncd about to lîidc lier

face.
Past to lier chamiber amid tliere.
Clenclied lier fingers tilI tliey bit thîe

palnm,
TMienu flaslic(l inito %'ild tears."

Yet tlîis saine Guinevere. -%\,li "an old
daiiîe caille suddemîly on thec Qucen wvitli
thec shiarp nlews, marred lier friemîd's aini
with p)ale tranquîlity."

Agaiu take foolish little Oenone wishl-
mng tlîat-

"Soicwlhcre 1 could niet uvith lier
Tlîe abonminable tliat uninîvited caille
Imîto thîe fair Peciami banquet hall
A\mîd cast thec goldeni fruit lipon thîe

board
And bred tlîis change ;tliat I miglit

speak nîy îîîinid
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