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ousckeeping.  And all that, you see, camo of the servants
:l;?kli]n;ihe afivigc of the blessed Virgin, and doing what she
bid them. Now, if she was here among us this day, she woulil
give just the eame advice to every oue of us: * Whatsoever
He saith unto you do it.”  And now I'll tell you some of tl’le
things He says to us: *Strive to enter in at the strait gato.’”
So the preacher got leave to finish his discourse, with not a
little of good effect. On another occasion a furions mob of
ronghs came near, bent on mischief. Mr. Ousecley immediately,
with a loud voice, addressed those nearest him : *“ Make way
for the gentlemen”; and thpn, with perfect (_:ourtes‘y of
manaer, Jooking at the surprised roughs, he said, ** Come
forward, gentlemen; I want to speak to you ou important
business.” Their leader hushed them to quiet, and quite
respectfully approached the prcacher. “ You kno_\\- Futhe‘r‘
O'Shaughuessy, the parish priest 27 ¢ Yes, yoar riverence.
«Will you carry a message to him forme?” ‘o be sure,
your riverence.” “‘ Well, tike Gideon Ouseley’s compliments
to the reverend father, and ask him, Can he makcafly ?—
not the ily that they put on the fishing hook, but oune of those
little things buzzing about our ears.,” *‘lt’s no use, your
riverence,” gaid two or three at once ; “ shure, we kuow_]xe
couldn't.” ¢ What ! is it Father O'Shaughnessy, the parish
priest, cannot make onc of these little fltes?”  “Ocb, and
shure he could do nothing of the kind,” several voices good-
humouredly shouted. ‘* Ab, then, gentlemen, if you're sure
he couldn’t make a little fly out of a bit of clay, how ¢ uld
he make the blessed Saviour out of a bit of bread 2" ¢ Tiue
for your riverence,” gaid several, gravely.

ISRAEL’S IRON AGE.

FYTHE above is the title of an exceedingly iateresting and
useful work, the third edition of which has just been
issued by Messrs. Hodder aad Stoughton.  The author, Dr.
Marcus Dods, has chosen a grand subject, and has grandly
rendered it. The judges, with their, stern, uncompromizing
fealty to their God and their country, are graphically poitrayed,
and lessons and arguments of the most convincing nature are
presented to the thoughtful student.  The following passage,
which closes the chapter of Joshua, is a fair specimen of the
author’s style, and will, we think, be acceptable to our
readers :— . .
\We sce in the conquest of Canaan to which Israel was led
by Jushua, in what sense, and to what extent, we should look
for present victory over sin. Joshua did not deal ouly in
promiscs. He gaid, tbere are your focs, let us slay them. He
would have been hooted out of his command had he not given
aztual victory. Promises would have been counted mere
evasivng, And no one who is in carnest about sin will be put
off with mere expectations of deliverance. Sin is as much sin
now as ever it can be in the future. 1f it is wrong to sin in the
world to come 1t is wrong to sin now. Sin, if hateful to God,
must be as hateful now as ever it can be. 1f Gu.l is in earnest
about delivering me from sin, He will deliver me now ; and
if I am in earnest about becing delivered, no expectation of
future deliverance can compensate for the misery of present
bondage. ‘The Saviour I need is one who can help me to-day,
one who counts my present enemies His encmies, and who can
communicate to me such real strength as shall make vhe differ
ence between my being defeated and my conquering them, If
He merely promises to take me out from among my foes, if
He merely says I shall be rid of them when I die, is that tobe
" called victory ? Certainly not ; and it is not such victory
Christ offers.  But many perbaps may say, I would it were
* s0; that Christ gave present victory, that His saving from
sin meant my being saved from those sins I am in Londage to,
" those only sius it concerns me to be saved from. I would it
were so. ‘This were a salvation to be prized, by which I my-
- gelf could now become a better, holier, more useful man. But
. Ihave sought such salvation long; I may not be much in
. earnest about anything, but I have spent more earnestness in
. seeking such salvation than in any other pursuit ; and I can-
not see that T have found it. Theoretically, nothing scems
grander and more satisfactory than this salvation by Christ.

* Practically, it fails me at every point.
1t is useless to give the lie to experience ; and it were un-
true to say that yours is a singular case, or that you onght to
expect greater things. For when conquest of present sins
is promised, you are not to_expest immeliate victory. You
will not have any victory if you do rot engage in immcdiate

warfare. But read the history of Tsrael, and what do you
tind? That they held their land at immense cost of hfe and
treasure ; that no bloodier battles are on record than those in
whichtheyhad toengage withtheirold foes. Theyweresuccessful,
they did hold their lanl, but never fonnd it much casier than
at the first, So when you fall into sin that malkes you doubt
whether Clirist is a present Saviour, there is really nothing
clso to say than this: You must win back agan the ground
you have lost.  Of course it is weary work, heart-breaking,
humbling, tormenting work —a trial to faith go dreadful that
many a soul has broken down under it ; yet what 1s to be
done? Are you to yicld to sin? are you to live on contentedly
with that in yon which you know is working death ? are you
to disbelicve Jesus Chnist and hve at a distance from God,
anable to bring your state of heart into the bght of Iis
vountenance ?  Rather than this, will you not endure all
things, making each rclapse into sin the occasion of doing
something more to guard against its recurrence, and of praying
to (iod morc and not less carnestly ? You know that you must
make way if you do so. Your sins may be so strongly rooted
in your nature that you sce Lefore you 2 lifetime of struggle ;
but so is it with many. Lven when you lie stiff and uncon-
scious on the field of battle, you may Le of the winmng party.
As he who died in the moment of victory, his eye already
dim so that he could not see whether it was the ranks of friend
o foe that were breaking, so do mnst Christizns die, sword in
hand, not baving had much time to ercct trophies and sing
hymns of victory, and see all the fruit of the'r warfare, but
aot the less certainly having obtained eternal victory over the
sins they kuew and fought agiinst in this present life.

NOT WILLINGLY.

There is strong consolat'on in these words of the weeping
prophet, ¢ He doth not afilict willingly !

The word translated ¢ willingly * muins * from his heart.”
‘‘He doth not afil:ct from his heart,” but only and always
from his hand. When his band is lifted up against us, bis
heart is yearning over us with unspeakable tenderness. When
Joseph *“male himself strange™ unt> his brethren, and
‘“gpake roughly ” to them, his hcert said, *“ O my Lrothers !
So when God makes himsolf strange to us in the disguise of
some Gark providence, when he speaks roughly to us, his
heart is overflowing with more than a mother’s tenderness.
When he zays, ¢ Hear ye the rod,” his keart says, ** How can
I give thee up ?”

And if we are His, can we not kiss therod ? When it falls
upon us all we shall surely see our Father’s hand at the other
end of it. It is not then wielded Ly a tyrant, nor is it an
iron rod ; neither is it a dead bramble, but rather a living rose
branch. Like Aaron's rol it buds and Llossomns, and bears
fruit—-¢ the peaceable fruits of righteousness.”

Arve we passing under the rol to-day? Behold how the
smiting shakes olf the precivus fruits ! "And what a beautiful
variety there is, and all from one branch! There is ever-
lasting love, and sweet peace, and meek patience, and perfect
submission, and holy joy, and abiding hope, but we forbear.
Time would fail us to count up all the precious fruits of our
Father's rod.

We are exhnrted to ¢“ hear the rol,” but we should use our
ears as well a3 our ears, and look when we hear, that wemay
see where the fruit falis, and may gather it up and eat it,
that it may be unto us the joy and rejoicing of our hearts.
Let us take all our trials as love-tokens, for surcly in kind-
ness only are they sent.  God does not afilict willingly. He
sces the ““need be,” though we may not. Let us then be
patient and prayerful unto the rod.—JIllustrated Weckly.

A teacher wishing to explain te a little girl the manner in
which a lobster casts its shell when it has outgrown 1t, said :
‘*What do you do when you have outgrown your clothes ?
You throw them aside, don't you?” “Omno!” replied the
little one ; ¢ mamma lets out the tucks!”

How 10 RESTORE A FALLEN BROTHER.—You are in the
boat ; he has fallen overboard into the water. Therefore,
don’t push him with the oar, for he will only go farther from
you, or sink to risc no more. Rather sail round him, enclose
him in the Gospel net; or take him up in your hands, and
lift him into the boat, and speak kindly and comfortably to
bim, and remsmber that by s0doing you will hide a multitude

of sins,



