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Hardly any thing in Hindwism is more perniciove than the aystem of
earte, o Dralimans ware forineid from the mouth of the deity, to exe.

pownd his will 3 the Kashetrigas fom lus arms, to defend the Hrahmans,
the Vaineyas and Sudras from his body and feet, to provide for and setvo
the Brahmans—the whole doctrine being so framed as to c2alt the
pricatly class itmineasuratily abova all the othets.  Accordingly, Rrah.
mans are held in the highest honor, are amployed in ail the tunctions -‘.f
teligion, are antitled 10 oxact Iarno feos from the luwer classes for their
spititual sarvicns, anil acocrding to native lawa are in & great teasuro
exempt from punishinent fur enmea.  ‘FThe four ieading div sions of caste
have becomo varivusly subdivided, so that now almaest crery oeeupation
in lifo bolungs to & sepacate elass of peapte, who nrither eat togethor nor
Incrmarry ‘T violato any of tho rules of caate, ia to furfort ono's
standing, and In tnost cases one's means of submstence.  This system
interponca a formidablo barrier, therefure, in the way of the spread oftho
gospel. A Deahnan and a Sudea tomees togethier at amneal, accunding to
Ilindn notions of easte, is an impossibiaty.  But no distinesions of this
kind can bo recognized &t the Lord's tibie, nor aro thoro any hetoditary
privilexed ordorain the Chureh of Christ i tho sich and the poor ncet
together theta as brothren.  Morcover, casto is & sorious hindtanco to
the temporal improvement of the natives, forbidding them to adopt supo-
rior methods of agriculturo or mochanical employment.  1n this tesapsct,
e severity of tho syatens will eventually hasten its overthrow ; it will
b~ found 1o eonfiict with tho self-intereat of mon uf all classas;

Our limits will not pormit us to doseribo the temples, festival-days,
pil grimagen 1o holy places, ascetic 1eliglous orders, aud other pecuilan.
ties of tho 1iiadu roligious systom. ‘Tho iudecencies, suffering, and free
quenit Joss of 1ifa at the worship of some of the prmeipal gods ; tho eac-
tifice of widows 01 the funezal-pile of their hushands, and the destruction
ofinfant children in the Ganges, until theso atrocities were prqlnbnul
by the British authoritics—dceds reeomnendod as highly ineritorious
by the priesis; tho continucd exisience, theugh now neatly suppreescd
by tho ssine anthiotities, of n class of muordetors, pursuing their Im‘mblo
life wudor tho sanciion of a goddess ;mtheso things must fill every Chris.
tian mind with tho decpost pity for thoso who practisa ur sufler thom
in the mamo of roligion. Ihnduism tay bo characterized briefly ns a
religion which teachos the worship of idols, and which sanctions by its
examples tha greatest immorality ; s religion imposing fc\y testealnts on
vieo of crime, oppressive to the poor, burdonsume te the rich, dcg‘radlng
to woman, relentloss to the widow, regardless of children, yiolding no
eomfort to the atlicied, and to the dying impatiing no hope to heavon,—.
Buch a rligion, though its age be reckoned by centurics, and its votaries
by huadreds of nillions, must yot surely fall. God is werciful. His
goope! must be preached to overy creaturo in Indm.! . )

The greator part of Indin is now subjected 1o Great Britain, In this
we are constrained to sco tho hand of a wonderful and wiso Providence.
To human view, nothing cver occurred in tho affairs of men mnre un-
likely tohave taken placa, than the present rolations of these nations. Far

rt, differing widely in language, social lifo, and religion,who could have
predicted thattho Hindus and the British would ever live under tho same
government 1 Looking back to their catlier history, our surpriso at this
rosult is increased. Lesa than two thousand years ago, tho inhabitants of
the British Islcs wero a tude, unenlightened, powerless, pagan race ; tho
Hindus wero thon as now a peoplo of vast numbers, far supetior to the
Angles and Saxons, the Picts and Celts, in the aris aud occupations of
civilised life, but equally destitute of divino knowledge. ‘The gospel
was introduced into Great Britain by missionarics, a.ud became the
means of civilizing and clovating its inhabitants; tha virtue inlicrent in
the religion of the Bible is the truo sccret of Anglo-Saxon progress.
The Hindus without the gospel became only more corrupt in morals,
Jeus able to oppase forcign invasion, and increasingly prcpa_rcd to bo the
sebjects of any despotiem native, Mogul, or European. Sce tho influ.
ence of Christianity, by examplo and contrast.

Leose than four hundred years ago, tho Portuguese appeared to be moro
likely than any other Europeans to gain dominion fn the East.  Thoy
were the first to obtain a foothold in India ; they acquired posscesion of
the whole Malabar coast, with settlements on tho Coromandcl coast and
the Bay of Bengal, and made Ceylon tributary to them. They were
one of the chief maritime powers of Europs; but they were votarics of
Romanism, a religion containing in itself the clements of decay. ‘Tho
o. -nection of the English with India began s century later, and they
were then feeling the new encrgy inspired by having the Bible open and
free in their native islands. We have hero an example of the power or
weakness of nations, as the gospel has taken root amougst them, or has
besn swppanted by idolatry ; Portugal, under the withering influcace of
the Roman Catholic Church, has steadily declined in political “power
and importance, until it is hardily reckoned among the nations, We
see also God's gracious purpose. It was not his design to transfer tho
Goverament of India from Mohammedans to Romanists, equally shutting
out the light of the gospel ; but He wonderfully overruled the wicked.
ness of man and made the wrath of man to praise him, and thereby

the door for the missionary of the cross to neatly all parts of the
eouwtry, from Cape Comorin to the Valley of Cashmere.

The political relations of the British 10 the Hindus are ofien the sub-
joet of remark and discussion. 1shall not enter into this, farther than
to state my belief that most of the Hindus themeelves greatly prefer their
prosent rulers to any that have preccded them. The native princes and
their retainers, who have Jost the power of eariching themeelves, would
po douht like to sse the former state of things restored. Some other
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classes may prefor the old régime, but generally the Hindus poesees dis.
cernment onough to appreciato the adrantagas of a gnvernment in which
law teigns, and not the despotie will + 7 the ruler  Bot what ever opin-
inns may be entartained aboret the nlations of Great Britain and India, the
reflecting Christian cannet il to recognizo the hand of the Grent Ruler
of uations, who s alen tho adarable head of the Chureh, in 20 dispusing
the events of lns providence as to brng tius heathen poople within teach
of tho gospel of lus geace.

Powerfol causes are now at work, which will eventually averturn the
huga fabrie of idalatry In Tmlin.  Amiongst these, the influence ot tho
gavernmont as administered by thoe British, may be reckoned as of groat
woight. ‘I'hero has indeed icen uch 1o censure in the conncetion of
the gavernment with somo of tho lol tanples, although the origin and
naturo of tlus support has boen ofien misenderstond.  1n suno eases, it
grew out of tho chunge of rulors,=tho British succeeding native rulers,
who hnd et apart public lands or funds for the endowment of ccrtain
holy places, They seemn to have cansidered themselvas bound to per-
potunto thess etilowiments, overluaking the obvinus fact, that the Stato
support of any roligion imust fall or chango with the State itself. ‘Theto
is toonuch reason to fear, however, that the chiol motive for continue
ing to suppott the native tomplos was tho desire of conciliating tho na-
tiveg, thus doing avil that good might come. Bat now all this connee-
tion of the government with idolatry has ceased, or is about to tormi-
wninato 5 and the Bratimans can no longer appoal to tho presence of
British offielals at thoir religious fastivals as tho attestation of the gov-
etntnont to their divine chatactor. On thio other hand, tho administration

; of the government on thoso common principles of right and equity

which provail in Great Britain and our own country, tonils silontly bnt
mast powerfully to broak down saine of the eardinal pointa of 1linduism.
Brahimans ate tried, condemned and punished for crimo just as if they
wora Sudras, tho cade of Manu to tho contrary netwithetanding ;3 the
‘T'hugs, aro exeeuted for murder, though they have prayed to the goddess
Bhowani for protoction, and devoted to lier apart of their blood-stalned
spoils 3 wilowsaro not permnitted to men thomsclves to death with the
dead bodics of their husbands, nand if their sons or other friends are ac-
cessary to their cremation, they aro punished for their unnatural crima,
praisos of the Shastras, so Javishly bestowed
on those who on tho funeral-pile purchass happincss for themselves and
thoir fricnds. ‘The Hindus sco that tho governmment of the country,
power which, they coneider to be Iittle less than divine, in artayed
against their religion. Gods and priests and holy dovotees all aliko
givoe way before thia dynasty,

‘Tho progress of cotrect knowledge among the natives of India is aleo
gradually ut greatly changing their religious belicf. It is only a amall
number of the Hindus who reccive any kind of oducation. ‘The female
sex aro excluded by universs! usago from leaming to read or to writo ;
and most of tho laboring classes o% men are cqually ignorsnt.  Somo of
the Brahmans, and a fow others, have been at school, but have learned
little moro than the simplest rudiments; while those who desire to b
como learned men must devote themselves to works full of the. idle le-
gends of their gods, or containing metaphysieal speculations not less
unprofitable, or teaching errors long since oxploded in the western world,
including many most absurd *“ causes of things” These writings
appear all to possesa a racred chiaracter; and works which teach that
tho ecarth rests on the back of a tortoise, or which ascribe an oclipse of
the sun to an inuncnso menster, who cndeavors to devour the orb of day,
arc held in equal veneration with the histories of the gods or tho procepts
of tho sages. A lesson ina conunon school geography will prove hos-
tilo to many of theso sacred dogmas. Indeed, all knowledge that is
adapted to emancipato the mind from superstition, will, among the Hin-
dus, tend to overthrow thelr religion. The youth who are taught cor-
rect tcthods of reasoning, or of weighing evidence, will soon discard
tho greater part of their sacred writings. ‘Tho effocts of correct know-
ledge, however, if unaccompanicd by Christian truth, is only destructivo so
far as religion is ned.  Hinduisin is pereeived to bo false, perni-
cious, and cvery way oppressive, and may bo altogether discarded, whiloe
yet the partially enlightened mind fails to perceivo the truth of Chris-
tianity, may even reject tho claims of all revealed and supernatural ye-
ligion. Preciscly this is tho stato of mind of large numbers of the Hindus
who have como under tho influence of European knowledge. They
deny their own faith, but they equally disown religion itself, and fool-
ishly boast of rcason as their sole guide, This is 2 most scrious state
of things; and yet the first part of this process must bo undergone by
the Hindu mind, beforo the Cristian religion can be c¢mbraced. The
government schools, from which Christianity is excluded,—as indeed
every kind of religion must be in a country where the peoplo are not of
one mind ; the nowspaper press ; the intercourso of Europsans with the
natives; tho progress of commerce, steam-boats, railways, and telegraph
wires ;—all tend directly to undermine the faith of the Hindus in their
own system. ‘Thoy do not impart, howerver, any konwledgo of Christian
teuth. It would'not be surprising if thess causes should lead to an entire
abandonment of Hinduism—uay, such a tesult is inevitable ; and to this
extent, these agencics are doing an important work for the Church and
the missionary. They prepare the way for the Bible and the Christian
teacher. But at the same time, the Bible apd the missionary are jn-
dispensable, in order to save the Hindus from infidelity. They are in-
dispensable also to direct them uato the Lamb of God that taketh away
the sing of the world. - - oo e )

The main cawse of the overthrow of Hindujem as a religion is, no




