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Aud then ngain, when his pen islaid nside, and the last page 1 writ,
comea another question that weighs ke a mountain upon Ins heart,
Will the Holy Ghostbless it, will 1t reach any breas, will it move any
roul, or will 1t bie chargeable with the deadly em of having used a divine
thought witheut blewang a hearer with it

And apart from these anxicties, which vary somewhat with the mand
of the nund, there oo this continual and neve: bleed bneden—the care of
smle \What will become of this peaple to whom 1 neaicter? Wl
they be saved 1 Will they go to Heaven 7 W] they sing and repnice at
the laa 1 Wil God give me those inpeaiient soulel’ Can T reach them
with Gad's Trath and Spint before denth reaches thrn? Can [ geach
them wihsle God sees there is hope for them ? How lang shall 1 wair
vorrowfully for any scalato my mustey 1 Will God ever owa me as 1lis
meseenger of salvation to lost men {

There 18 not a poor sanl m the midt of you or around you that
more ‘necds your prayers than your mintster.  In many of his Tahnges the
only way i which you can help lum s to pray for him ~ You eannnt
hietp lnm directly in selectng lus topica for the pulpit  Youn cannnt staud by
ki an the houes of tus Inborous but unsuceessful thought, and el him
what to ey and how to say it You cannot ensure by guiding his pen,
that the senmon shall be one the Spet will own and hlece —hat pyen in
these cares you can reach lum with the anm and help of prayer. You
can ask God to dicect him i the choice of truth, to help him in ity ex.
lubitton, to make 10 manner and form what e will bless  You can
ask God to saatamn o in ail hus toud and sobicitude, that he may rolf the
burden of souts for whom he watchea upon the Saviour, and in ailkis way
take hold of a hand Divine, a sireagih from above, The knowledgs
that such requests are aseending from hum wheee his people bend in social
and secret prayer, will of nselt nughuly stay hus heart, nnd gird him with
vigour. These requests will do more, “I'iey will call down vnscen
mintatrations of grace to tus heart, and, 1 yon find him, ns he comes be.
fore you, unusually earnest and fervent, you will but see, it may be, what
your prayers have done for him,

You are 10 be your pastor’s helpers by keeping yourselves in the path
of duty, If much of lis anxicty 13 to be anxiety for you hecause hie sers
you cold and bifeleas in the service of Christ, neting nnywhere inconsiatently
with your solemn vows, having n name to hive only, while the pall of
spintual death 18 apread over you, thea do your relations to him bat mul-
tply us-bardens. £ he must spend much of his time and strength in
urging you to take up neglected dutics, to pray mare, to juin your brethren
niote frequently around the throne of grace, then are your hindrancee to
his work, not helpers. e can*do listle with a slambering church weigh.
ing him down,

Morcover, his own picty will be too likely to take its tone and hue from
yours. If yousleep, he will sleep, If there i3 no response, or but a
droway one, to truth winch he utters, the utterance will become lrowsy
too,—ewuch a aympathy 13 there between pastor and people in religions
feeting.  He snay be faithfu), I know, if you are unfaithful,<he ought to
be, he onght to keep far in advance, but will lie be likely to?

So aleo your arousing fires lus heart.  When he sces you all wakeful
and active, his eye will take & new earnesiness, his heart beat quicker,
his words be warmer, The aizht of you will do him good, 1o falk with
you will do tum good, to Aear of you will do him good.  Being yourselves
holv men, you will be lus helpers indeed.

You are to be your pastor’s helpers by acconding his measures to ad-
vance the kingdom of Chrst in your community.  If they are measures
in which you can conaistently jon, if they are such as the Spirit has been
wont to bless, if they have heen again and agun fruitfal in conversion, if

“they give promise of spiritual good to every hecrt, they are to receive
your concurrence and co-operation~not a hstless concurrence, a tame
and sluggish acquiesence, but a nervons, hearty, energetic approval
working with them and through them, and by them, for the end simed at,
‘[hey who stand back at such tumes, who hang back, who must be
dragged along, who openly condemn, or cooly criticise, ot faintly count-
enance, are a grief to his heart, and grieve the Spirit 1on,  Those, who
wonld be helpers of such efforts to snve souls, must b willing to give up
tine, to give up gain, to give up ease, if the circumstances require such

sacrifice, for the sakeof a fellow-sinner’s good.  To help your minister,.

then, you must be ready to advance the movements which le may see it
wise and imperative to make to reach dying men, to show him that you
are ready to keep at even pace with him,—~to make him feel that he goes
not forth alone,—to gve success and certainty to each blow that is
struck by stnking all together.

You are to help your minister by distinet efforts of your own to lead
the mpenstent to Chust. Not only are you to pray earmestly for them,
to hold them a3z burden upon your heart in communion with God, to
feel that you canuot be deniod them, to fullow with supplications every
pubhe addressto them, saying fervently «* Amen” to cach appeal of a
preached Guepel, but you are to go farther.  You are to seck them out,
to take holdl of them, to converse with them, to deal faithfully with them,
to be very kind, very urgent, very tender, and very persevering.  If you
find one of them senous, you are to follow him up, to give him no rest,—
like a true and devoted servant of God,—to keep on his track night and
day, to allow the world no opportunity to get new hold, the feelings no
ume to subside, the seriousness no space for dissipation, to work with the
Spirit and the Truth to lead the soul into the kingdom.

In this way you can be, if you will, and if God bless you, most effectual
helpers of his servant and yours, who stand before you as your religious
teacher and guide. Now, not to go farther in specifying modes in which
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you mny co-apetatr with your pastor, and help-on the cavse of Christ,
let me ask you, as if addressing yon -one by one, what you aay so far?
\Vill you take up, if you have not already done a0, these simple means of
servang God and advancing Chrin's kingdom -and glory T~Christian
Treasury.

Pasronag, Lasor i Staten Prraciuxo—There is o wido difference
between a pastor and an evangelist.  “‘Phe iatter viats a cuty for the firat
tune, aud preachee wali frequeney and power which exete Anlazement,
The sreylar prese hemlds it aa hittle short of miracnlous; that a mortal
shoutd b able with na apparent exhaustion, dav afier day and night afier
weht, v addeess changing crowds, Fhe trath is, that such an one ja
teading a life of intellectual reereation.  {le repeats the same discourses
over and aver again inthe course of e wnerancy, til they are as familiac
1o lus memory and facile to his utterance as tie letters of the alphabet,
and hie has grown expert in every expreasion, gesture and intonation, It
was the testimony of Davud Garrick, that the serinons of Whtefield, as
specimens of oratorical art, never teached their fullest power till the fifij-
eth repetition  What, for intellectual expenditure, 18 such & career
compared with the life of a pastor preaching 10 the same congregs -
tion two or three timra a week, month afier-month, year after year,
with increasing interest, profit and power! ‘The late ‘Mr. Scrgesat, of
Pluladelphin, afier delighting nn audience with a lecture on some moral
topic, declared 10 a friend that, for the labour involved, he would prefer
speaking at the bar six times ia a week on cases made to hus hand i the
ordinary course of hs profession, to prepanng one populac lecture on any
pont on the philosophy of law once m amonth.  'T'o the Intter the weekly
preparations of a minister are the most nualagous, yet how few among the
wost intelligent pauee 1o reflect what is implied 1n the intellectual labors
of a pastor protracted through mnny years, in connexion with the same
congregation, with continucd freshnese, novelty and delight.

“ PILLARS" IN THE CHURCIH.

Weread in one of the epistles of Paul of certain disciples who ¢ seemed
to be pillurs™ in the cliurch at Jerusalem. The figure is striking and sug-
gestive. Iillars are used in ordinary edifices to support and adon the
building, ‘They contribute to its strengthand beauty.  Such are  pillars”
in the Church.  Upon those worthy to be thus denominated the Church
rests for support, nnd they coustitate ita conspicuous nnd attractive orna-
meats.  Without these » pillars” our churches would Iall into_tuins, as we
sce many doing, from which they are withdrawn by some mysierious
providence.

But who are the pillars in a chiurch, and what is necessary to make them
such 7 They ate perrone of sound and deep piety. Without this they
cannot be pillars; they may ¢ seem” to bo o, but they are not indeed.
No talents, no genius, no learning, no wealth, no family influence merely,
can make one a * pillat” in the sanctuary. To be this there mustbe &
genuvine and ardent love to God and to souls. Those who aspire to this
honour must be men and women of faith, and prayer, and zeal, They
must he heavealy-minded, and prize Jerusalem above their chief joy, and
resolve that they will not reat until * her righteousness go forth as bright-
ness, and her salvation as a lamp that burneth.”  Lofiy mental endows
tnents, and leaming, and wealth, and influence, are exceedingly desirsble
in church members, and, whea sanctified by piety, they undoubtedly form
n * pillar” in the sanctuary, upon which it is delightful to gaze. Nothing
however, can compensate for the want of deep and fervent godliness,

« Pillars” in the Church are judicious and cautious persons, They are
not given to crotchets; they are not extremists; they do notthreaten to
desert, if all things do not go nccording to their notions. There are very
pious persons who still seem to be wrong-headed, and obstinate, and im-
Such cannot be considered * pillars” in the full sense of the
word  If they give strength to the church, they cannot be said o add
much beauty. A solud judgment, & large share of prudence, and -a still
larger measure of forhearance, are necessary to constitute one & pillar.

‘Those who deserve this epithet are present at all the meetings of the
church, ‘They do notattend the house of God on Sabbath morning simply,
or morming and afternoon.  They are found at the evening-meetings, the
prayer-meetings, the business-mectings. If circumstances require they are
wn the Sabbath school, diligently employed there. We might specify
many other characteristics, but we forbear.

It will be scen that the poor and humble in worldly circumatances may
help, support, and adorn the sacred edifice, whose corner-stone is Christ.
Many a church has been sustained by the fuithiul aud active services of
those despised by men of the world. . .

It 13 tolerably clear that those who *“ geem” to be “ pillars” in the church
should be such. Now, the office-bearers of a church are generally re-
garded asplaced in this responsible relation.  If the ministers, elders, and
deacons of a_church slip from their_position, or fail and break, the edifice
may not fall, but serious injury will accrue  Some who ought to be
piltars in Zion, like the leaning tower of Pisa, are not quite perpendicular ;
and, were 1t not for certain unrecognised columns that bear up the super-
structure, there would be a terriblecrash, .

All the members of a church ought to be pillars. 'It is a great honour
—one to be sought and prized—1o susiain that institution purchased by
the blood of Christ. Inpoint of fact, however, it is sidly apparent that
the “ pillars” in & church are apt tobe few, arnd oftén to he more for show

than supportt.—Christian Treasury.



