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LAKE DAUPHIN.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE MISSION
IN LAKE DAUPHIN DISTRICT
DIOCESE OF RUPERTS LAND.

There is & range of hills in Aanit-ba
toba called the Riding Mountains, and
the Duck Mountains. On the south
and east side of these ranges is the
PDaunhin country.

There is very little known of this
country to the outside world. That
there is a settlement there at all. is
«rly the result of some settlers having
cut through the heavy bush and tim-
her ¢n the niountain ridges and locat-
cd on the land in the latter part of
1880,

The reason why this comparatively
cxcluded place is left to its own re-
sources. is because of its complete iso-
lation from the rest cf the province.
Even ' 'now it is difficult of access: till
just year extremely so. Broken axles,
strained wheels, and shattered vehi-
cles marked the advent of the new
arrival. The government Lhocame res-
ponsible in the fall of 1§90 for the task
of making a passable road nto the
district. The result of this is, that
now a comparatively good road leads
into the =~tiicment over themountain.

The points from which the Dauphin
-district can Le approached are, Arden
on the M. & N. W. railroad, distance
into-the centre of the scitlement, about
cighty-five miles.

“Neepawa, .listance ‘cighty miles;

Strathclair, distance about cighty
miles, to the north part of the set-
tlement called the Glibert Plains, this
name belng derived trom a hand of
Indians settled on the plaing, whese
chief was called Gilbert.

With regard to the varfous piaces o.
settlement fn the district: The peoplc
have bullt their houses and located
on the banks of the various streams
that flow in and out of the leke itself.,
The first stream that was followed wan~
the Vermilion, situated about midway
down the lake on its west shore. The

stock. In several parts of the moun-
tain itself, back from the settloments
on the river banks, men have made
cattle statlons or small winter randhes
with great success. I remember av-
riving at one of these places at dusk
on a January evening, wtih the ther-
mometer at 30 below zero, and water-
ing my team at an open spring, which
150 head of stock used every day.

To the south of the l1ake there are
two rivers, the Ochre and the Vermill-
fon, they have been very thickly set-
tled by a French population, and there
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land alongside this river was soun
all taken, ana it is certainl} thecream
of the whole district. The .Wilson
river, a little further north, was the
next to receive attentivn, and the land
cn ether side is now gll taken by resi-
dent or prospective settlers.

Further north again, the Valley rivet
flows into the lake, and the land in
this district is essentially for cattle.
A magnificent growth of hay and the
finest growth of timber afford excel-
lent food and shelter for wintering

is 2 Roman nilssion on the cast stde of
the lake called the Waterhen district,
Letween Lake Dauphin and Manijtoba.
The whole country as it i3 generally
viewed presents a strictly different ap-
rearance to the prairie. The scenery
1cpresents rather Ontario country, he-
ing well wooded and broken land. The
roads are often made through thick
bHluffs and Lelts of timber, growing for
six or seven miles in extent. Spruce,
tamarac. soft maple, and poplar al
grow in thick profusion. Then again



