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SUNDAY OBSERVANCE IN THE
WEST.

In spite of the lamentations that from
time to time are heard in respect of the
desecration of the Lord's Day. our ex-
perience, umti} Jately, had led us to im-

“agine that \Western Canada was. on the

whole. to be commended for the quictness

and order that characterizes its weekly

day of rest. During the prescat winter,
however. we have scen such an amount of
deliberate violation of the sanctity of the

-Sunday, that we icel counstrained to join

our fellow-Christians in their strong de-
nuncigtion of this iniquitous practice.
Were we able to say that it was only the

‘jgnorant and debased who proianed the
 Lord’s Day. we should look ior a remedy

in the multiplication of agencics for the

- extension of a knowledge oi the Gospel ;

but, unfortunately, many of the worst ol-
fen-'ars arc those who have been brought

% up .der the .carc of onc or othe oi the
$ Christian bodics that arc at work amung
8 us. In the aty of Wumipeg nught have
g been scen, any Sunday tius winter, scores

of well-dressed men, hurrying along to-

¥ wards the Assiniboine, skates and huchey
B clubs in hand, and rcturming m a crownd
R two-hours, afterwards, when they had com-

pleted their aiternoon’s round of pleasure.

‘At first we could not believe that such a

thing was possible under the British flag ,

2 but, unfortunately, it is too truc. On our

remarking upon the strange sight, we were
answered that these young people haa
doubtless already periormed thesr rehigions
duties by attendance at church, and were
now having a short time of sunple, inno-
cent recreauien afta the laburs of the
weeh,  To tlis severdd objections presant
themselves.  In the first place, only a very
few oi these could have been at any
church service. as the number of men who
attend the early  celcbrations of Holy
Communion i> infinitcaimally small, cone
pared with the numbers we have seen go-
ing to the hockey rink. and they could not
have been present at the ordinary fore-
noon service, a8 they were then engaged
in their game. In the second place. we
deny that the Sunday has been duly ob-
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served by attendance at one service of
worship.Perhaps our opponents will say
—these men would attend cvening ser-
vice . well, all we can say is that at is an
msult to Almighty God tv give to His
worship only the hour that cannot be
utihized for sclfish picasure. and that. tou.
when the strain of an enthusiastic gamne
has made them tvo tired to do anything
but rest and sleep. The labors of the week
are i No case sv hicavy, i the winier sea
sun here, that men cannot enjuy a good
ganic m one w the vovered ninhs in the
cvening. As a matter of fact, some of tie

best and most enthusiastic games  have
been this winter played by men who were
busy all Jday long at their various avoca-
tions,

But, 1t is also 4 well known fact that 2
very great deal of gambling and card
playing is carricd onan various parts of
the city, both i pubhic places of resort
and m prinate houses on Sunday . and. it i
not at all an uncommon thing to hear seeun
lar music both played and sung as one pass
es along sumc ot the rouduntial streets of
the cuity, Surely all of these are entirely un-
necessary. when we think of the long
winter week-mghts that can be given to
such things.

But. Sunday desccration is not confined
to the city,—there 15 a great deal of it
donte in towns and hamdets as well. Some
times the argument is brought forward
that 1 many places there are 1o regular
Sunday services for people to attend, ana
they must have something to do to fill in
the time,  Surcly, in these days of cheap,
wholesome literature, this difficulty need
1ot arise .—besides. cannot some manly,
sympathetic fellow take his Prayer Book
and Pable. and read the Church’s Service
with lus neghbors 7 The clergy. we are
sure. will only be too gilad to back up
the cfforts of such. las 1t not always
been of the very essence of Chnstianity,
when not asleep. to meet and satisfy cach
new condition of things as it arises ?

What are our Si. Andrew’s Brotherhood
men doing > And the members of our
many Church Guilds—both of men anaG
women 2 Cannot they take up and deal
with such a very crying evil as this is ?
Surcly here is work Iying rcady to their
hands—work that will mecet with the ap-
proval of our Blessed Master ! A corpor-
ate crusade is what is nceded , and ecven
that will fuil unless it is taken up with
hearty zeal, and carnest prayer, and wisc
furcthought. But, let church prople take
up the mattes thonughtiully, and organize,
and a way wall be made clear for the re
mmnal of s flagrant and  depressing
desecration of the Lord’s own day.  We
call the attention of our readers to a listle
incident in the ic of Her Gracious Majes-
. given ia another column of this issuc,
which has an unportant bearing on this
subject.




