
~132 O the Elder's Office.

ever, to repeat, thut it is very seldom these qualities are foid.,
except in persons somewhat advanced in age and in the ivay me
*God. M_ -el

An Eider must excel in humnility, rneekness. and patiznce;
.not lifîed up with pride, but patient. R1e tnust be caini and dis-
passionate: Ilnot self-wvilled, not soon angy, no brawvler, no
-strilker, but soher and jiist." 1le imust he teiuperate in the en-
joymnent oif Iawfibi objecis, and dead tothie pleasures, profits. and
lionors of this world. -'Not given to witie ; not greedv of filthy
luacre ; flot covetous, but temnperate, and given t o hospitality.
H-e must aiso possess a considerable degree of Spirituality De
mind; love to the cause and people of Christ; 'vigilant, hoiy,
a lover of cood mea-hiolding fast the faithfil wvord ;"f~eigt1m.

flocki, wvatching- for souls, arzd supportitiig the weak. 11n a ivord,
his faith and conversation are to be such, that the saiii(s over
,whiîn he presides, may withjoyful imitation foilow them; -'witos-e
'faitîz foliow, considering the end of their conversation." * 1

IV. To fit a man fer the Elder-s office, it 15 ciecessary tIai
lie also possess gifts for teaching and ruling. H1e rnust be -"apt
Io teacb," Ilable by sound -doctrine botli te exhort and convince
-12e grainsayers. " Thle gift of teachingr necessarily impiies iin ex-
.tensive acquainta 1 ce with the word of God. If Ail Seriptures is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, lbr re-
.proof, for correction, for instruction in righteotusness ; that the
,man of God may be perfect, thoroug'hly furnished tinte ai) good
wvorks.' 2 Tini. iii. 16, 17. KnoNvledge of the Scriptures is in-

dizpensably necessary for an Eider of a Church. If he does not
generally excel those over whom he presîdes, it is by no incans
1Iizely that lie wviil edify their seuls. This is another powerfui rea-
-son why a Pastor should nlot be one lately converted. Yoiung
Chiristians certainly do understand the things that beiong te their
saivation ; but the Bibleis flot learned in many of its parts iii a
:short timne. It needs study, much meditation, and prayer. * e

Et is not, ai Mie learning that this world can afi'ord, that
-cari malie up the ivant of beingr tatight in the faitbful word. It is
an exten4ive. knowiedge of the Seriprs -veih renders a niait

.apt to teach." lBy sound doctrine contained in them, hie is
both to exhort and convince the gainsayers. Mighty in the
Seriptures is a quality -tiat can by ne means be wantingy in the
EIder of a Christian Churcli. * 4k

V. Cifits foi- rifing inust aise be pbssessed. "If a man
know nlo! iow to rule his own house, how shal lie take care oif

"Ille cburch of Gad P' The endowmleîît for ruling is nlot that art-
fui cunniig. wvhcreby men ..Mnay project and execute plans ta Man-
age ani cajole those under their care. No. If this be the wis-
dv' i ni nn-igemerit for which atiy man s famous,* lie is unwor-
thv ni' the F7Aider's office. Christ i-nies over an enliglitened and
»Xilling people. 'l'ie authority ivhichl Eiders have over tlicir
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