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xirgams of men aml women, of various
grades, move in all directions at all hours
of the day (unhappy is the wanderer in
this flood of human life who has no ob.’
jeet in view,) and this to our fancy is one
of the most remarkable sights of London.
What variety of condition—how strange
the dilference amongst so many counten-
ances! Here the prosperous gentleman
or gentlewoman elbows the struggling
and ncedy passenger, doubtfully endea.
voring to obtain the commonest ncces-
sarics of life. Isolated as cach secms,
many arc more dependent on, and con-
necterd with the otherthanmay bz thought,
Most have their carcs, and there are few
cven amongst the most humble but have
a circle of greater or less size and influ-
cnce, to whom even in the bustle of busi-
ness the thoughts revert, and to whom
they look for sympathy and pleasure,

The great thorouglifares are crowded ;
statisicians would be puzzled to estimate
the value of what is borne along the road.
ways. A single van may contain from
£10,000 to. £15,000 worth of ailk, or
other castly warcs ; and that meek-look-
ing, ill-clad individual, whom you jostled
just now on the pavement, may be re-
volving au idea which, when it becomes
a fact, raay give cmployment and bread
to thousands, and advance the interests
of the whole human family.

WiHERE OUR FLOWERS COME FROM.—
Owm sweet peas we have reccived from
Sicily and Ceylon; pinks, carnations and
stocks are natives of Spain, Italy, and the
Greck Islands; sweet Williams come
from Germany; the pretty saxifrage, or
Tondon Pride, from the Alps; and
heart’s-ease from the wastes of Siberia.
The amaranths are chicfly from the East
Indics; the anemone grows wild in Ger-
many and Switzerland; the hepatica
comes from the mountsins of Sweden;
the fuchsia is a native of Chili, in South
America, where it isatrce.  Chrysanthe.
mums and hydrangeas have been intro-
duced from China; the gladiolus was
brought from Turkey ¢ the trown imperial
comes from the woods of Persia; hya-
cinths belong to Syria; and dablias grow
wild in the sandy plains of Mexieo. The
scarlet Iychuis-is & ative of Asia, Greete
and Ruasia ; the ranunenlus was brought
to Furope from the Holy Land Ly the
crusaders,

BAD HABITS,

Bad habits are not cusily relinquished ;
they are acquired without any difficulty;
they steul insensibly upon individuuls,
and having effectually acquired possession
they maintain their hiold; and arc not
driven off without a firm resolution end
great exertion. Bad hablits are more
general than are supposed. Thére are
few places without them, and few alto-
gether free from them, from the palace to
the cottage, from the church to the school !
Some, ind~ed, are much more injurious to
their ten.. icy than others, which in
comparison are harmless.

Bad Labits are often scen in different
families, such as behaving rudely at
table; talking incessantly, to the great
sanoyance of parents and visitors; stay-
ing on an errand, so that it cannot be
ascertained at what time the child or
servant will return. The last produces
great vexation, and often great inconveni-
ence. Some children have the great fault
of contradicting and even correcting their
parents and clders in conversation.—
Young persons should rccollect that they
kpow but little, and their observation and
experience must of course be very limited.
Speaking impertinently to servants is a
disjusting habit, and indicates & haughty
and untoward temper.

My young friend, Itosa, is a2 lively,
pleasant, industrious, good-tempercd gir!;
but she has contracted the habit of rising
late. Her excuse is, that she can make
up the time lost in the morning, by sit-
ting un late at night; not considering
that Jate hours are very injurious to the
health, and that the physical and mental
powers must be, in some degree, relaxed
by the labors and exercises of the day.—
1 have reasoncd with her on the subject ;
aud while she admits ull the henefits to
be derived [rom carly rising, she Las not
yet corrected the habit.

A habit of irregularity is the faslt of
many ; manifested in not kecping -their
epgagements, and failing in their promises.
An c¢xact man obstrves minutes, and we
necd no greater examples of order amd
rigularity than the coursc of the plancte,
the appearance uf the planets; the ap-
pearance of the scasons, and the periodi-
cal rcturn of the comets. Conécrning
the heavenly bodies, astronomets tell us,
* there is:00 much exactness in their mo-

tions that they punciually come at she
]
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same penods to the hundreth pm of &
minute.”
 How most exact is nature’s frame,

How wisc the eternal mind ;

His counscls never change the scheme,

‘That his first thoughts-dcsigned.”

The want of punctuality is a scrivus
defect in any character; it not only in-
volves him in future diffculties, bLut
proves a source of great inconvenience to
others, A gentleman punctual in his

-word, when he had heard that two had

agreed upon a mecting, and the one ne-
glected his hour, would say of him, “he
is a young man, then.”

I must omit many other propensitics,
such as the habit of cvil epesking, the
habit of slovenliness, incivility, swearing,
drunkeness, dissimulation, self-conccit,
&c., hoping that my friends will profit
by the preceding remarks, and inqguire
whether they are indulging in any un-
amiable, pernicious habita.

LAKES.

Lakes form elements of diversity in the
landscape, and perform important func-
tions in the economy of nature. Rxpos-
ing considerable surfaces to evaporation,
they serve to temper the aridity of thtir
respective districts, at the same time that
they act as 40 many reservoirs, in which
the super-abundant supplies of winter are
stored up for the increased requirements
of summer. In many instances they act
as checks to the too rapid discharge of
rivers—retaining for perennial supply
what would ctherwise be run off i a few
days, and restraining, moreover, the de-
structive flood which is brought to rest
in their placid areas. Occurring so ive-
quently in the course of rivers, they act
as settling pools for the debris and sedi-
ment of their waters—the streams they
discharge being pure and pellucid, whilst
those they receive may be turbid and

(laden with impurities. In this way they

get gradually silted up, and form rich al-
Tuvial tracts, the while that their ontlct-
currents are deepening their channels aud
forming the means of a more cfficient
drainage. In this way lakeés become im-
portant ‘agents in the surface-medification
of the laud ; and one has only to casi hi<

'eye over the fertile dules and valea of

Long-cstablishicd regions.to perceive Low
much of these arcas wus at cne timea
mere succession of lakes amd marasscs,
Biologically, tuo, these fresh-wator sheets



