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nembers, bhopos for, all is bore oxprcssedl
in burning %vords that deepen and intensity
the feelings -whichi they body forth. There-
fore it is that, in thes divine lyries, the
thousand-voiced hotu-t of the Church has,
in ail lands and âges, found expressive
xxterance ; and that for thousanâs of ycna,
thoy have been wvafting the sigh and the
prayer fromn myriads of hienrts. Wonder-
fui are the depth and range of these saered
anthems Nyhich touch every cord of the
heart. They risc jubilant on the wings of
adoration and praise; they sink down
uxntil they sound the lowcst depths of peni-
tonce and sorrc.iv: they soar in larlikeo
bursts of gladness; they breatxo the groans
of the wounded spirit, over wvhich have
gone ail God's wvayes and billows. -Now
thcv fall sofc as the dew, tender as the
-%vhispers of love ; and again they roll nlong
in %words of thunder, suitcdi to the volces of
a grear multitude, and peal forth terrible
as the Almigbitiness of God. To, abandon
these glorious Psalis ivere to give up our
riches& spirittual inheritance-to eut off one
of the mocst valuable sour'es froin which
the divine life is sustained. Tîxere is no
fear of sueh a catastrophe, so long as
spiritual lueé is throbbing lu the C0hurch.
Those wlio dread sucb a rosult from the
use of hymns, cannot surcly have estimatcd
aright the divine power of the Blook of
?sahins. Uot l>salni and Hyrn continue
to intrrningle, until tho Church shalt take
up " the Song of Moses and thu Lambh '>-

a prolongation of both-in the temple of
God above.

The introd]uctio>n of the Christian dis.
pensation was rmarkecd by an outburst of
saced song. Mary, the mother of Jesus,
sang the first Christian hymu. WVit a
beart full cf hunan love, and cnraptured
wvith religious hope> the happy rejoicing,
inother raised her C"magnificat,>' saving,

my soul doth magn.,tify the Lord, and my
spirit bath, rejoiced in God rny Savionir.»1
The voices of Zacharias and the agod
Simeon joinedl in the morning songs of
redenption-thoe one rejoicing in Ilthe day
spring from on bigh,> the other departing
iu peace when he had gazed upon hlm, who
was to bo CIa lighnt to lghrten the Gentiles

and the glory of his people Ismol." In
the foirclh Chapter of Acts, 24th %crse, %Yo
have a record of one offhor New Testament
hyznn. Jesus hand ascended trinmphant:
the promised Comforter hnd corne: the
Church of Christ had taken visilol formn, in
Jcrtisalem. Tho fury of persecution speed-
iiy burst forth n<l the apostles Nvere put la
the duageon. On their relcase, they met
wvith the little conipar.y of helievers, and
thon Ilwith one accord '>-in choral meclody

-Ithey lif:ed up thieir voice to, God»" ini a
triumphant hymu. IL Nwas the Chnireh's
first hynin, and Nyas bora of lier first perse-
cution. WVe bave no fürther record of
hioly song, until, in the visions of the
Apocalypse, the vail la withdraNvn, and we
obtain, for a momxent., some glîmpses of
the uipper sanctuary. There we behold the
sea of glaiss, the whiitc-robed tyorsliippers,
the angels round about the throne, the
migbty multitude whose voice i& as the
sound of axany waters; and the burden of
their song isi, te Lanmb slain froin. the
foundation of the ivorld, now living and
reigning for ever and ever. IL la the ever
nev song of :Rcdemiptioa; the song that
Mroses sud David sang-1hat the carly
Church sang-tias the angols and spirits,
of just men nmade perfeet re-echo in loçnier
strains, alossg hieavex's bigh arches-a son-
thas is eternal and inexhaustible as Christ,
its theone.

Btit ivhaen the Chiurch lras plantcd, and
%vas growving up, a living temple of God in
the world, did the good news of redomaption,
as it flcw froin iciert so heart, strike ont neo
choral bursss of praise, lu rixe infant
Churclies 1 As te cross adIvanced trin-
phantly, gladldeaxng the world, and scatter-
ing teý fogs of' paganismr, ivas it weicomedi
with no songs of rejoirin-g2 Dîd no nuls
of holy xxelody guish forth l Iu I.
Corinthians, 14th Chapter, 26th verse, a
light is thrown on t1iis point. There %vo
find that «a provision was made, aniong
other spiritual endowniesxts, fur the xxow
Psalnmody of the Christian Chinrl--a
striking testimony to the importance of
praise. Whilst some nxc:ners of the
Church, tinder the teachling and inifluience
of the Spirit, cdlifed tixeir brethren with
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