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Miscellancous.

Do Farmers Read Taough,

Is it not true that many farmers read very little,
hardly enough of the ncws of the day to keep posted
inregwd to the current events of our own couutry,
to sy nothing of the foreygn news? Farther, do
they read that whizi pertatis to thew busiuess ? try-
ing to improve the m ud upan the great stucly of agn
enfture. This class do net seem to realize how mw b
edueation and mnproveaent of the mind kave to de
with farming. They count strong hands and musele
as the only requisit.s tor saceessiul farming,  They
depend altegether too mia h upon the weather and
cirommstances, and ton litile on slaliul, 1wtelligent
managament for sueeess in their bosess,  We know
there are some who will say that thus 13 not true—
that many ignorant, unrcad muen are quite as auceess
fulin tilling the soil ay those who read. DBut we
think we can point ot zome of the reasons to show
that the same men conld do better if more brain la-
bor were applied in connection with the labor of  the
muscles.  In the first place, mind 18 reg inded ag the
meazure of the man in every oth r proevuon; and
all other business succecds in propaction to the ac-
tive knowledge and intelligence the mw hos whe
manages it Why shaull i nut be so with the
farmer ? Much as we valuz bone aud musdle, brams
are the most important,  The body 1s but the tool.
the mind is the hand that works it Itis to cduea-
tion and progress in the arts and suenws that ali
our colightened and civibiz-d conntrics owe thewr

reatness. The barbarous have strength of boly, and
in mayy countrics superior soil and climate to our
own. \Why has this country become great and pros-
‘)cmus except for its superior culture of the mmd?

ntelligence is strength, and whatever power or -
fluence a people possess, must be developed throngh
tho intelligence of that people.

But, to apply it more !)mctically to the business of
f:u'ming. we would say thatin no industrial pursuit
in the improvement of the mind—education is the
thing which pertains to the profession—more -

ortant. The dusired culture and nformation can

. gained mainly through reading, New and valu
able ideas gained by reading and study will be as so
wuch capital to him. A reader1s generally a man
of knowledge and culture, and he acts in proportion
to his knowledge. We should read more agricul-
tural books and papers, and 1f we can by reading as-
certain a better way of dowg any kind of farm-work,
or make any advances whatever i theory or practice
that would benefit ug, we should be prepared at once
to adopt it. If we have a farm of poor soil to be
brought up to a certain stamlard, Iet us study the
science of agriculture and the means best and most
economically adapted to umprove 1t as rapudly as
possible.  If we are the fortunate possessors of a soil
rich inall the elements of fertility, it should be our
constantaim and study to keep it so, and see that no
injudicions system 13 pursucd in 1ts cultivation, and
that its natural fertility remains unimpaired, but con-
atantly improved. Tlis applies also to every de-
partwent of the business, whether it be in the culti-
vation of crops or the raising of stock,

A farmerslibrary, books and papers, which are in
the reach of everybody, will develop and improve the
mind, so that farming will be doneoncorrect business
princivles.—New-Lngland Homestead.

To Make Farming a Success,

A great many people have an idea that farmingisa
branch of industry that requires but httle judgment
or experience ; that all that is necessary is to plough
and 2ow, reap and mow. Thatis, if a man does not
know enough to get a living any other way, why let
him farm it. This is a mistake. I thinka man, to
make a successful farmer, should like it, or prefer it
toall other occupations, and then he will take pride
in it, and everything connected with 16, His plough
ing will be done in season, and well done. He will
remove the stoncs from his plough ficld ; he will see
that there is no cut and covering ; if the plough runs
out he will have the tcam back up and try again, and
when it is time for sowing he will be rca.ﬁy. His

und will be thoroughly fitted ; he will not bein

1n such haste as to hatf dv it, and then get half a erop.
He will seed it to grass once in two or three years at
least. He will want a good ficld voller to roil in lus
ain, for it saves time in harvest, and he will get
tter crops; for if it is a dry scason it will stand
brought better ; the roller will pulverize all the lumps,
and tke grain will come up evener. The careful
farmer will watch over his farm as close as a carcful
merchant will over_his atock of goods and fixtures,
He will sce that his stock of horses, cattle, sheep,

&o., are propetly cared for, that they are not allowed
to get old and worthless before ho aclls them. If he
is ﬁ)ﬂowing one particular branch of industry, and he
should not be quite as successfulin it for onc season,
as in some other branch, he will not be continually
changing. Lor instauce, 3f ho is dairying, and the
products should be low, while woo should bring a
good price, he should not sell hus dairy stock at a
sacrifice amd pay an exorlatant price for sheep,  Or if
hus soil is best adapted to rasing grain, and 1t should
not bring a very remunciative price for onc sea-
son, he should not has hastily change for some-
thing clse, But ke should make up his mind what
particular branch of agriculture is best adapted to his
sail and clunate, and follow 1t ‘The eompelent
funirer is the man who Leeps Lanscll iformed as well
12 possible, as to the ationnt produced cach year
-3 hie of production; also the amount of receipts
aid slupmonts, and then govern lus sales aceordingly

1 often think that paicataare to blame for so mny
failures in farming,  They are too apt to desire their
song to follow the same avocation as their fathers
before them. I think to try and make a farmer of a
Loy when he distikes 1t, 13 a nustake. If & young man
likes farming he Wl enter into it with zeal and
determination to sueeced, and nine tunes out of fen,
he will. 1lis farm and crops will show it, 1lis
buildings and strroundings will look asif he ealeulated
to stay on the farm. He will sct out frint, shrubbery
and shade-trees 3 in fact, all things that tend to make
a home atiractive and comfortable. Winle on the
other hand 3f he dishikes 1t you will seo that every-
thing drags.  Like the migratory Lirds he will soop
five up farming and sceikx a home elsewhere —Cor,
N. Y. Times.

o
How to Judge of Mal.

The chief diferences in marls are iwo. Some
have a great deal more clay than others.  This can
be seen at once, and a mayl that abouuds in clay so
as to have a dull, bluish color, and cake down when
wet, isnot worth carting great distances.  On sandy
lands, where clay is newded, such marls are more
useful. Buton a clayey soil the favmer shonld seck
a marl that has a deep but green color, thap grows
mellow by exposwre to the weather, and when a lit-
tle of it is rubbed in the palm of the hand, ll.;ncs a
pale green paint.  Some marls have a good deal, as
wuch as ten or twelve pounds m a hundred, of hine;
these generally are deficient in phosphorus.  As hime
can be had at from ten to fifteen cents o bushel, it
will not pay to buy marl for the hme it coutams.
The constituents which make 1t valuable as a com-
wercial manure are potash and phosphorus, and
practically itis found that mails are judged amn
})rizc«l by the quantity of phosphusie auad thuy we
oun i ta contain. —Ex.

*
Tarmers as Missionaries.

1t is nct so much the guestion nowad.y s huw fancy
farming may be bettercd, as is the important under-
taking to raise the condition of common farming.
Nineteen-twentieths of the husbandry of this country
ia on & very little higher plane than was the farming
of thirty ycara sgo. And it is ta those, the great
majority of producers, that the teachings of advanced
Emctical farmers should be given.,  As a class it is to
¢ fearcd they do not read agricultural papers.  And
it must be confessed we here mect with a dificulty
in the beginnivg of our undertaking. Du*, here and
there, they have neighbars who do read the papers,
and can silently teach by example. Men are imita.
tive, and some are ambitious,  \When they have facil-
ities they will be apt to strive for better farming, es-
pecially when convinced it is for their profit. ‘These
who do not ace the use of underdraining may still do
something to remove the surface water. If their
cattle are suffered to wander unsheltered in winter
something practical for bettering their condition
might be suggested to their owners ; or, better yet,
examples of humanity can be sct them, If the im-
provident farner cannot_be induced to shelter them
wtherwise, perhaps he might be made to see the folly
of neglecting stock over winter by demonstrating to
lum that all his feed and Iabor are wasted ; that the
same cattle are no heavier in the spring, nor wiil
thoy sell for more than five or six munths before. If
he be careless about saving and applying manuve,
})erhaps hemay be brought to see the benelits derived
rom clovering. And thoughit be unsightly and un-
savory, and we cannot persnade him t» remove the
hog-pen from the roadside, he might be induced to
make hus pigs invalusble azents in working over snds
and composts, Lhus adding to the heap and deoderiz.
ing the pen,  There arc a thousand waysin which

an intelligent, go-alicad farmer may encoursge his
thriftlesa neighbor to make improvements, and so add
materially tc the commen good. )

It isnot to be cxpected of any missionary in this
dircction that lic can edacate or reform the tasts of
the wayside farmer, whose yearly strugglo it je to
make his bread and pay taxcs. Still a word night
cause hum to plant a few trees ahout the dwcllin% y
way of ornament, and le might be cucouraged to
keep neater fence-rows. It wight net be cxactly
proper, or delicate, toscold hiw for not getting &
ump or buildmg a wood-house. 1lis father Lefore
}n'm always had a wood-pile in front of ths daor, and
the traditional well-sweep hung over the well. But
alittle lay-preaching in the cause of pity for dumb
animals may work & revelutivn in thetr behalf—
and they are numbered by millions—~that would
vlil to the matcrial wealth of the country, and might
well form a test for furmers’ granges.—J. 4. 4,, in
New York Timee.

L]
Tho Receipts of oy Farn:.

A ¢rv=-~pondent of the lowa Ifome 2 givee the
fullowinz statement of the produet f his fa~u in
lowa, Hewrites: [ scein vour notes from coryes-
pondence thata Pennsylvaunia man claims that twenty
acres of land, at 23C0 per aeve, in Lancaster County,
Penn., is more profitable than a scction of Western
land, " ¥ thwk he is bally mistaken. My firm is
uew, and, of conrse, not inlly subdued ; at Jeast my
srop was not as gould a3 it would have been if the sod
was better rotted. 1 had 160 acresin crops Iast ydar.
Now, I will compare rcceipts with W. J. K., or any
one clse, if they show better than I can.  1expect to
learn how to beat him the coming season onland that,
ready to crop, cost less than $13 peracre. 1f I can
show as goo«l or better 1 think it proves that an acre
in lowa is worth as much as in Lancaster, or apy
other county land, for a man to use, while it cost less
than one-tenth his lowest-priced land.

My receipts for 1873 were as follows :

9 acres barley, 240 bushe's, &1 ., . reeves. 254000
20 acres Wanter wheat, 287 burhe's, §1 05 ........ 30 48
35 acres Spring wheat, G0 bushels, threehed, 87¢ . 522 00
5 aeres Spring wheat, 250 bushely, hard wheat, 83¢ 178 ¢@

8 acred Dlax, estimated amount, 160 bushels, worth

$I50.. . o iiieeee e e 15000
12 acres potatoes, sold $325, snd at least $100 on
NAN ccoeeeisesnurestonsuoncnnn ceaneas 42500

4 acreas turnips and o;ﬁ:ms, 'sold 875 \wrth . 75 00
2datres hedie plants, 8 acres, sold §1,100, as mavy

on band a3 sold, at least 2,200 00
Cattlesold. .o, Lvieavanans .- 688 00
Hogs sold .eeve . .uln vereseen 80V Q0

Balance of ground in corn, which was fed to cattle
and hogs, or will be stock on haud worth as much as
2 year azo, exeept cattle. 1 bougl;ht; $200 worth of
~orn. My stock of hogs is worth nearly or quite
what cattle and hogs weie last year, tocomnience on ;
but, to give a fair companson, I will deduct §275
from total amount for decrease of stock, $200 for
corn purchased. The balance was raised by three
hands, with a few dollars’ worth extra help until
harvest. 1t cost more to harvest than to raiee the
crop.  In additign to rmsing crop, we broke abhout
forty acies new prairie, which should be put déwn as
an inticage of capital against decrease of stock.

Best from Brain Work.

The Watchman and Reflector makes the following
sensible remarks upon an important subject :

“Study out of school hours is once more receiving
a little attention. but not half so much as it deserves.
\We protest against the practice as injurious to both
the mind and the body of the pupil. The hours
assigned for school-room dutics are as many ashealth.
or propriety require ; a child needsall the rest of
the twenty-four for physical and mental health and
growth., e donot want to sce or hear of precocious
children ; we want no such hot-house pressure ; and
if, perchance, some boy or firl has an inclination to
overwork, let it be checked instead of encouraged.
'This precocity seldom reaches mature life ; the lam
burns brightly for a winle, but soon cxhausts iuelg
1£ parents and teachers would™he content with a rea-
sonable progress in studies—would think thata child’s
body is of some importance as well as the mind ; would
realizo the power m the old quotation—Sana mens in
sana corpore : *a sound mind m a sound body’—they
would be wise in their geuneration. There is a false
pride in this matter that works only mischief.”——Far.
mer.

A GraND PovLTRY ExXuiBiTION, undcr the auspices
of the Central Ilhinois Poultry Association, was "held
recently at Jacksonville. The entrics were very
large, and the dirplay of poultry is stated as_surpass.
ing anything of the kiud, probably, ever held in II.
nois.




