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ElIERSON AND MODhERIN THouOiHT. 1

~Id the itieîlod of Emerson from that of Locke, Adam Clarke, Paley, snd
thn i l1wiost of reasoning theologians, will be obvious at a glance. He mah

1 Ilit not a Ileasoner, but a Seer, an Asserter. In front of every sentence rend:
,iiy -Tliti> saitlî Enmerson." Or, as lie puits it: - I simpiy experiment ;au

lîake- eindIes seeleer, with no past ai miy back." (I., p. 132.)
Wùncver nieet with an argument ; the syllogisui is mentioned, butright, tnt used ;,i d the word argument is scarceîy even mentioned. Here is

i mail h ï deseriptioîî of logie:
iC'e ni - We want a long logic in every man, but it nmuet not be spoken.
rinlg. Logie is the procession or proportionate iinfolding of the intuition, but2B.tlll its virtut' is a sulent nîethod ; the moment it would appear as lkrojsus)x.
Je in. tan id have a separate val] G i it is worthless.'' (I., p. 136.)
ild ioe Thîus, it wili he Eeen, he èoes not -"argue ;" he is a Thinker, and hiolds

thât the hardest task in the worid is to thiink. How very few of our race
ýùcei8l aspire tu this distinict ion is well known.

nits. - Beware when the great God lets buose a thinker on this planet. Then
YOU &Il tiiings are at risk. .Tiiere is not a piece of science but its fiank May

unats lk turned to-morrow... The very hopes of man, the tlîoughts of bis
street beart, the religion of nations, the maninera and morale of mankind, are

t' I l ai tie mercY of a new generalization." (I., p. 128.)
rs and Emnerson points oui the only refuge o! safety: to escape the conse-

ore quences of this visitor, man muet prefer truili, froîî ivhiatever quarter
'asîie it may comne, to his past apprehension of truth. This impiies an open

mmid and trust in new truths, not common among men. There are two
)ut in classes of men who may neyer aplîreciate Emerson :those Llnaccustomed
rsnuis tn the observation of natural phenomena, and those unacquainted with
is the anelt and modern philosophy. IVe can scarcely naine any important
or the Inck issued before the middle of the nineteenth century with which ht
*ridge, was îîot familiar. The more we study him, the more is this evident.

Like Shakespeare, Emerson evinces bis indebtedness to nature, the
snurce of ail life, knowledge, and felicity. At the samne time, he looks
ai men and things through the eyes of others. Without the thinkers and
bernes of (ireece, Rome, Italy, and Britain, these two authors would flot
have shed on humain life and its vicissitudes one-haîf the light they did.

nf the past largely determined their places in the litersry world. It is
ýoIogy ns thing to repl]diate the dictation of the past, and quite another to
i) Gnd, accept its aids lu thought, although much that is old is useless and taIse.
lie à The aie and the crowbar are flot the only instruments of progress, ai-


