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THiE answer ta this inquiry is not at once nianifest. He was
born in the rnidst of a humble family, and it may b3 said He had
no choice in the niatter. But the saine Divine puxpose which.
planned Ris life, after the known lines, could as easily have
planned it otherwise, griving the Saviour of the world a position
of dignity and independence in society. Theýý must have been
reasons for His poverty, which, it may be- well for us to find out.

Many reasons may be given why He should have been in a
"good position in life." With the same kindiuess of heart we

know Him to have had, He would, supposing He had. beeu
rich, have influenced the poor and lost of REis day none the
les, but rather the mère. The poor are most deeply touc'hed
by the kindness of the rich, and in human eyes the philan-
tbropy of the upper classes, in actively and personally seeking, to,
save the lost, cornes with greater unction than froma socially
obscure people.

Ir, seems as if Jesus could flot only bave served the poor more
]argely had He been Il well of1ý" but the upper classes also might
be expected to have given more heed to Hlim. We know what a
disposition there la in respectable human nature ta think but
lightly of the words and works af pqorer brethren. IlWisdom is
bettàr than strength: nevertheless the pooi mans wisdom is
despised, and his wards are nat heard." Very commonplace
sentiments and opinions Nrhich have corne from the lips of
ordinary mon scores af times 'witout mucli he< beiug taken of
them, coming from Ilau influential gentleman " are printed and
repririted, quoted, applauded, and followed.

Teachlng the same doctrines, and urging the same WoËds af
symbolie royal ty,it la ecjually certain that had Christ beeu ridli,
Ris end would have heen death just the same, and there woulcl
have been more show of reason in the charge ai rivalship, of
which the Tews made so znuch before the Roman Court. There
was somethingr ridiculous about thé charge against such a man as
Jesua. The empire waubd. have shown itself ta o ai the last, stage


