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time immeinorial, the appropriate
wvork of wvomen. 4 She seeketh wool,
and fiax, and wvorketh willingly
with lier hands. She laveth ber
hands to the spindie, and iier ba'nds
hold the distaif." Prov. xxx i. 13. 19.

The uncnding labour of gririding
the daily grist of mneal is one that is
heard in eveî'y household. Two cii'-
cular fiat sto-.-js, about eigiiteen
luches in diameter, are placed one

" cGIND.ING AT TIIE i!.

upon the other on the ground, w.th
a cloth beîieath thcm to catch the
nieai. At this i'ude milI two women
sit and inake the uppeî'stone revolve
upon the iower by means of an up-
î'ight handie, near the outer edge,
continualiy pouring tlie grain in the
openin.- in the centre. To this eus-
tom allusion is made lu the passage,
'vhere, foreteihing the suddenriess,
and compieteness of the destruction

of Jerusalern, oui' Lord says, lTivo.
women shall be grinding at the niiii,
the one shall be taken and the otler
ieft.Y In the twelfth chapter of
Ecclesiastes, the desolation of oid age
i9 iliustrated by the figurative ivords,
ttthe grinders cease because they lie
few, and tiiose that look out of' the
windows bc darkened, and the doors
shall bc shut in the streets, when
the sound of the grinding is low."

So necessary is th is
daiiy grinding 0f the.

* food thiat a, speci<ai
* injunction is utteî'ed

in Deut. xxiv. 6, "cNo
man shall take the

7- nethei' or the upper
~T ' ~ milistone to pledge,

for he taketh a man's.
life to piedge." The

9 - labour' of grinding
ivas oftcn i'elieved byIsong, hience, anion-
the many threatened

desolations following

these words : ccI will
take from themn the
voice of inirth, and
the voice of giadness,
the voice of the bride-
groomn, and thc voiCQ

* of the bride, thek~und
of the mil1stoneb,, and
the light of the can-

* die." Jer. xxv. 10.
This work wvas per-
fornied by persons of
the humblest condi-
tion. Thus in Exodus
xi. 5, we find the-

woî'ds: "from the firstbo'rn of Pharaohi
that sitteth upon his throne, even
unto the fi'stborn of the maidscrvant
that is behind the miii."

At the wveekly fair held at Lias-
beiya, Dr. Thompson saw fifty pairs
of these stones, made of porous lavai,
for sale. It was, a picce of such miii-
stone that a certain wonian east upon
the head of Abimelech, at Thebez, and
"cail to break his skull." Judges ix. 53-
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