
ThWe ilethodist ilaga.ziîie.

t hat twveitieti-cenitury Christianity
inay lie <of a piece ani tiîat, men iloay
appiy the saine moral piticil)les t<
ail tbe events <if life, to business and
civic duty anîd social intercourse as
weil as to so-calle<l religit us fulie-
tiouIs.

This hias led to the developinent
in the umodern Piiljit <if what bias
conte to be kntown as Christian Social-
isul, or, as 1 prefer to designate it.
,Social Cbiristianity. In a word, the
mo< dern teacher <if Christianity be-
lieves tbat Christ came not îttei-eiy
to save indivîdual s(<uis-lie i)eiieves
that intenseiy-but ais<t te recon-
struet society uîi<n a Christian basis.
The Kiingdomi <<f God occupies a
place in Christian thought that it bas
scarceiy received before excelît in
the teýaching, (if soine, great Catxt<ic
preachers. We realize more anîd
nio<re how depciffdent the individuai
is upoil bis enviroinieit. WVe are
flot iess conscîius oif theimtta e
of iiîdividutai regeneration, holding,

iîîdeed, with Horace Bushuneil tiat
Ithe so<u] <f all imî<r<venient is tbe

i tpr<tveieit oif the soiul. But on
tbe other bîand the very higbest ioîi-
proveitent <if the seul is scaircely
p<ossible except ini a favourabie so cial
eflviro<inent. Hlitlîert< < te] iaws iîd
custt tms even <f st -ealled Christi< n
ettUmîtries liave to a x'ery grreat extent
sacriticeti the inany to) the fewî anoi
miade it quite uîtnecessarily dîictiet
for mon to live virtuous lives. But,
as Mr. Glatisti ne once sait1 . the ideai
<<f the Chîristian statesitiait is te t nake

it easy fo<r peoplde tt< do rigbit aîîd
<iifflcult fo r thei te-) do wroîtg.

There is «ne otter featume <if j<re-
sent-day pmeaching wlncit <ugbit te
be ilaied :it bas becoite less and
iess abstract and more and more con-
cr-ete. In <ther xvords, inisteati <f
settin(g- befome mii certaini <uaiities
antd x'irtutis as cointutendable, it lias
presented the huinan life o<f Je sus
Christ as the exaitt}lc we sht<ui(i fol1-
lx(). lIn the resent ti;<y the tell-

denicy oif the tulîtit is mtome ami 11ore(
te) teaeh timat the true (<lristian is,
tue Citrist-iike Chtristian, andi tii re-
lîcat evemvwhere, witb .John Stuart,
Mill, thmat titeme is no i ettet- rule <if
c0 1iduet titan tits : «bat wenul<l .1esus
o<f -Nazaretht have îlitu if [le bad
heeîî ini îy place ? 'Mel ame hecoi-
tMer i110<re anid more iui<atiunt <<f ncre,
Ce tttmtversy, antd perha<s e\ ci) perjil
tusly, dis1 <osed t<< aecept tn.v kind oif

do ctrinîe if it is associated xvitb a
«t t <( andi uîtîttistakabiy beneficent
life. \Ve are apt, tt< ovxerlttk the
fact tbat false teacltiîî, ex en if as-
sociated xvitb a lieautiful cameer. îuay
stili ultintately do< irre1 tarable nis-
ehief. But ini the preseît reaction
frot the ecciesiastical aîîd îhe<îbigieai
bittemitess <<f tbe past, and ini ani ini-
tense realivation of tue magnitude oif
the probin <<f sinî and mtîsery with
whvlti we bave ttî striggie, imen are
very indifferenît ttî doctrinal truth,
andi greatly appreciative t f etimical
service.

1 bave t t ventumeti ii titis paîter
t< express opinions wîith respect to
tbe imrits torî deumerits <f the îtîost
ebaracteristic features; <f utresci ît-day
preachi ng. 1 bave sumîtlv au tîeared
ats ant observant v< trtess, t t tell xvhat
1 knt w. It wviii. of couarse, ite unt-
demst< <t that I amît speakinig (<f those,

i)e.icsIn ail churclbes wh<o are
its ivtitai <<f the tiit iii whîcb WCe

lix c, ani xxtî itaxe tite car <f tîme
ptublic. IIrttetht. vamiouts char--
:Lcteristi<-s tiîat bave iteen etnuiterateti
aie tistrimuteti iin ulLniaily mîent Mi
the xari<tus branchmes tf <ftie Cliurcix
<<f Gotd. 1 have îîtt itecî tiîîiking(
<<f atNv partîcular preachers t r sciti «l
t f preacîters. At tite smitîe timtî 1
-titi I)rsttltte( that the getieral coin-
t-option of nio<ernl-day pmeach ingr
%wiil 1 haxve givemi is descriptive oif
tht<, tvype <f pmea<iting wbicli difiecren-
tiates us fronît the i<ast, and is Ixe-
tîî1iittîgîï<î aMore Mi molt itrtdtîtiîîaît
iin aIl tîte cmmee.~.<<-N-< t

Bubbies wo buy with a wixoie stul's tasking
Tis heaven alone tbat is giî'ei away,

'Tis only (-'od îîîay be had for tueasig
J.(<t-< I.


