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Tite Dc'velopnent of Eitglish Litera-
ture and Language. By PROF.
A. -H. WVELsiÏ, A. M. 2 vols.,
crowNv Bye, 1, 100 pages. Chicago:
S. 0. ýGriggs & o.; and Methodist
B3ook iRooems, Toronto, Montreal
and Hlalifax. Price $4. 00.
English literature is a subject so

vast and Bo varied, that it mnay -%vell
be the despair of any one -who, -with-
out -%ise guidance, shial attenipt a
coniprehiensive acquaintance with it.
H1e wifl be apt to ivaste mucli time
ovcr the trivial and unworthy, and
mnay miss altogether that which is
best worth kinowing. Eveil tie
widest reader must be eclectie in
his tastes, and in the priactice of a
-wise eclecticismn, -vise counsel is
necessary. The work before us ful-
fils this function more fully than
any that wve know. Its classification
is logical, its criticismn is discriminat-
ing, its arrangement comnprehensive
and natural. The author lias ex-
hibited a wise compression wliere.
compression is necessary, and an
equally -%vise expansion wherc tliat is
advantageous. 11e gives copious
citations and judicious, connecting
liniks, that enable the reader to com-
prehiend the "rounds of the praise or
bMaine mlieted out. The book lias
mnucli of the vivacity of Taine's spark-
ling výolumes, and much of the philo-
sophie insighit of Hazlitt's thoug(:htfui
essays. A 'striking evidence of its
standard character, is that the
hiandsome volumes before us repre-
sent the ninth edition of thisviagnumt
opu.s. WTe will venture the assertion
that the reader who will carefully
study these volumes, and then readl
a few of the masterpieces to which
they refer in, will have a more dis-
criminative and correct approciation
of that complex thing, Englisli litera-
ture, as a whole, and of its more
essential parts than many a voracious
book-wormn who, lias devoured indis-
criminately lif a libVrary. Prof.
Welsh very justly regards English
literature as a growth, as a devolp-

ment. H1e gocs back to the vcry
fountain head, to the pre-Enghish
ages, indicating the elements of the
English nation, the controllincr quali-
tics of Englisli civilization, aîiowing,
thc sources from. whieh the spýeech
and literature have been derivcd,
and illustrating their developinent
by appropriate and copious cxaxnples
woven into the text of criticism.

Endli pre-eminent or representa-
tive author is diiscussed under the
classified hicads of biography, ivrit-
ings, style, rank, character and in-
fluence.

Eadli of the periode inito wvhieli the
work is divided is introduced by a
sketch of the features which distin-
guish it, and of the forces which
shape it, includîng Polities, tlie State
of Society, Religion, Learning,
.Language, I'oetry, the Drama, the
Novel, the Periodical History, The-
clogy, Ethies, Science, Philosophy.
Periods are recreated, the past is
resuscitated. The actors are made
to reveal theniselves, in their owvn
words.

Our mentor does not merely talk
about literature, lie quotes typical
examples, in whicli, as iii a mnirror,
the~ student is- taught to recognize
the genlus of thc writer and the
character of the period. To the
multitudinous novelists aid poetlings
.of tlie day hie gives but seant ineas-
ure; but the great masters, even of
recent prose and verse, reccive judi-
cious dliaracterization.. - Ve think,
however, that Prof. Welsh's estimate
of Browning, while probably.that of
current criticism, does not with suf-
ficient unmphlisià herald the growving
famne of this strongest and most
original, even tliough by no means
the smootliest, poet cf tlie closing
decades cf the nineteenth century.

This masterly book lias been put
into a single volume; on thinner
paper, at §3, an edition for university
studonts; but for library use, tlie
two-volume edition is well wortli the
additional cest.
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