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Write a note on " Christtas," touching upon the follotving
points: Derivation of tho word ; origin of the observance;
its history in early tintes ; extent of its observance at the present
day; how observed in differont countries and by different de.
nominations; cati there bu any curtainty that the 25th Decenber
is the correct date?

Givu a brief sketch of th Life of Charles Dickens. Mention some
of the evils and abuses against which his stories were mnainly di-
rected. Wero the stories in any ie asuro auccessful in acconplish-
ing their object I Estiiato his literary standing aniongat novelists.

TACT. *

In choosing this subject I an well aware that I have chosen onu
that has been .fully discussed by ablor minds than mine, many
tiies in the past ; but as I have never heard it nmentioned before
this Association, except in a passing way, I have determnined to
offer a fow humble suggestions trusting that, if niothing else, they
nay provoke a discussion fron which we may derivo benef.t. My
remarks will apply more particularly to country and village schools;
ny experience in teaching having been linited to these. Call this
quality tact, policy, discretion-what you will. 1 believe many
teachors desirous of doing thteir duty faithfully, have from-the lack
of it, failed as teachers, or at least, have encountered many diflicul-
tics that would have, otherwise, been avoided.

Lot us consider the aanbject firat fron a social point of viow.
All will agree with me in the stateniont, that a teacher supported
with the sympathy, coöperation and good-will of the parents, bas a
greator power for good in a school than one not se sustainod. Row
to acquire and retain these agents of good, will be the first point I
shall deal with. Firat impressions are lasting. A tcacher is entet-
ing on duties in a nowschool. He is " a stranger in a àtrange land,"
and this fact will not soe c as a soothing portion te the nervous
feeling that always possesses a toacher when facing now scholars for
the first tiue. He must bear hinself valiautly. He is undergoing
a most rigid exanination, the result to be announced butweon the
hours of four and five, to an interested audience at home. Not a
particular in face, fori, dreas or deineailor, will oscape notice.
This first report .t home will have an effect, slight perhaps, but
still an effect on the opinions of parents and other interested par-
ties. The plaiuest face is conely in the eyes of children, if it bu a
kindly one ; the choapest dress, elegant, if neat and tasteful; the
mnost unassuming manners charmmg, if narred by no striking
peculiarity. Let the toacher conduct hinself accordingly, and'good
must result. Tak.ng it for granted that he has succeeded in crea'
ting a favorable impression on the parents through the children, I
now conte te the most diflicult part of ny subject :-viz. how te
secure the good-will and coöperation of the parents. Thora are so
inany plans that imiglit be adopted to acconplsh this with more or
less succeas, that I cati do httle m.>re than mention somne I have
tried, or seen tried. If the teaclier can convinco the parents that
he lias a personal interest in the advancenent of cach child, the
ditliculty il in a macasure ronoved.

This incident came under rny owa observation. On a suinnier
morning aone years since, a fariner started for a ighboring black-
arnith shop, calling out to lis fifteen year old son to rako hay tilt lie
caine back. Wlien nearly at ins destination, lie vas accosted by a
gentlenianly looking person withi " Are you Mr. A ? " " Yes," said
the farmer. C Then it ta your son Harry wo cones to achool te
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me. I thought I would just stol, and tell you ivhat a pleasing
pupil I find him. He is wol boliaved and studious. It's a pity hao
canno coao more regularly, but it is your busy season I suppose."
Two or threo ihoro sentences closed the conversation, and with
mutuni good mornings they parted, and, as it chanced, iever ex
changed words again. Yet in those fow moments and through thre
instrumor •.ality of a few cotrteous words, that boy's future educa-
tiot was determined. Ever after lie caine regularly to school, and
in tino roceived a liberal oducation. Ho is now a successful busi-
ness man, and veïy t!hankful for his early advantages, secured by
the thoughtful interest of his toacher.

I believe if possible the teacher should bo on friendly footing
with every person in his section. When I mîake tlis stateitent I do
not'nea. tu say lie should resolve Iimîîself into a visiting coniittee
and infict his company on every family in the neighborhood, nor
yet that ho should bring himself to the level of overy individail
witli whoin lie muy corne in contact. There is a vast difference be-
tween friendliniuss and familiarity.

For example, a pupil is ill. I do not' think it would bu a ceroga.
tion fromt the teacher's dignity, te step.to the door, and inquiro for
the child, and express a hope to see him in school again soon, even
thougli lie should bo unacquainted with any menm'ber of the house-
hold, except the child. Again, the teacher is invited out to tes, and
to spenld an evening with somte fanily ho bas not yet met. It is his
policy te make himself as agreeable as possible. By this I do not
iean that ho is not te have an opinion of his own, nor yet that lie
is to monopolizo the conversation of the eveiiiii. Tho people, who
by general consent are most popular, are those, who have the happy
faculty of boing interested in all they hear, and, in order te hear,
it is nocessary sonetimes to listen. It is not considered in good
taste te imake our daily occupation the subject of conversation in
coipany, and yet I cannot think that a few kindly words concern-
ing Johnniu's or Mary's progress, woull bu out of place on such an
occasion as this. li his social intercoure, I woald adviso the young
teacher, or indeed any toacher, above all things to avoid gossip. I
use the word in its widest sense, indeed I include nany subjects of
coiiversation not usually considered under this head. For example,
there is nu toacher who will find life in the school-room all sunshine.
He will haveilazy pupils, stupid pupils, obstinate pupils, simîpering
pupils, and many other classes that it would b superfluous for me
to mention. With such combinations of character to train up mor-
ally, te govera physically, and te instruct mentally, ho may expect
difficulties. Now alhnost the first question each person with whon
ho nay corne in contact will ask hii, will be, " How do you got on
in school 1" Indoed after the opening remark concerning the.state
of the weather, ho may bu propared to answer this question. Will
it lighten his load mtîaterially to unbosom himself te a listener, who,
nover having been in his positiomn. can neitlier understand nor have
any symnpathy with the situation ?

I believe such a relation will tend to create distrust of the
tcacher's goveruing powers. or other capabilitics, and since it cait
noither comfort hin in the present, nor holp hun in the future, I
would advise ts suppression. Let everything inside theschool-roomi
as represent d by the teacher to the outside world, bu "couleur de
r(ose." It wilI noititer add to bis su-lary (an imnportantt point), te the
world's sympathy, ueor tu his ovn relief, to represont it otherwise;
the world will volunteer plenty of d.îrk shtades te toie down the
represontation to its proper tint. Lest I have iot expressed iiysolf
clearly enough, I will repeit mny neaning in other words. Lot. ali
difliculties general and particular, that the teachior may experience
in school, be kept as far as possible from pupil and parent, for if the
mischeivous pupil realizes that he can;oasily trouble the teacher, ho
will, in nine cises out of ten, seize every opportnnity ni doing su,


