
TRANSACTIONS OF TiIE

The old practice of raising grain-crop after
grain-crop, in uninterrupted succession, is
gradually giving way to a systen approach-
ing more nearly to that adopted in those
countries where the experience of long years,
united with the discoveries of modern inves-
tigation, lias alnost raised agriculture to the
level of an exact science. It is amply proved,
by the sad experience both of States and
individuals, that the successive cultivation of'
the harder grains, epecially of wheat, gradu-
ally exhausts from the soil on which it grows
those elenents which are necessary to its
productive capabilities; and that this exhaus-
tion goes on, until the produce ceases to be re-
nnnerative, and the fariner lias only the
alternative of suffering his land to go out of
eultivation, and seLking for a new location
upn a virgin soi], or of supplying to his
fields, in the shape of costly, and, in this
country, alost inaccessible manures, the
ingredients which have becn abstracted by a
long course of injudicious treatient.

The introduction of an increased breadth
of hoe crops, iiivoh inig, as it dues of necebsity,
a corresponding interease of the number of
animals kept by the fariner, gous far to
eradicate this cvil, or at least greatly to miti-
gate its effects u11pon0 the constitution of the
soil, and the profits of its occupants. Not
only does the cultivation of an enlarged
quantity of green fodder and roots enable
the farmer to raise and fatten a greater pro-
portion of liý e stock than before, but it in a
umanner compels himi to do so, in order to the
profitable consumnption of bis produce ; while
at the sane time it furnishes hîimîî with an
increased supplly of the staple, and, all thingrs
considered, the mo0.t ýaluable pabulumn for
future crops, fitrm-yard manure.

Thei presecee of lio-crops g-ives tle farmier
an opportuuity of clearing his land from
nocxious weeds; and of reducing it by well
applied labor, to that state of tiltlh which ex-
perience has proved s largely to augmuent its
productive powers; wuhile the frequent dis-
turbance of the soil tends to turn ont fromu
their snug nests buneath the surface, and
expose to the scorching rays of the sun, and
the appetites of the feathered tribes, the
larvae or grubs of thesc insect destructives,
which, when suffered to mîultiply undisturbed,
commit such terrible devastations, and de-
stroy the hopes of the iusbandman, by con-
verting his promising crops into barren
straw. The great breadtl of land devoted to

production of hoe-crops in the County of
Hastings, and we believe in Canada generally,
during the past year, affords therefore a
legitimate subject of congratulation, both to
the Society and to the country at large, as it
shows an approach tô a more healthy and
general appreciation of thosegreat principles
the application of which to the practice of
hubandry lias so vastly increased the pro
duce and augimented the profits, of the fai.
ers in other countries within the lasýtwenty
years.

Another indication of progress-in this
direction is afforded by the greater numnb
and improved quality of sheep bred and fed
in the count.y, as comîpared with thoseof
former yeiars. Many of the animals of th'
class are such as mnay be shown with prideb
their owners, and viewed with pleasure a
their visitors; and it is to be hoped, notwith.
standing the dicta of those who affirm tht
Canada is not a suitable habitat for theshq
that wool muay yet take a place aniong out
staple products.

The attention of our farmniers lias also bea
directed to the raising of horses and cattk
and in consequence a marked improveniot
bas takenî place, both as to breed and con
dition, in the latter; while the horses oft&
County of Ilastings, which have long enjoyd'
a bigh and merited reputation, are likeIyt&,
be more sought after in future by buy&t
fron the neigiboring country; and biig
more reiunerative prices to their om
thus constituting anotlier important itemiL
the agricultural returns of theIcouity.

The introduction of machinery of anis
proved ducription, to a nuch greater exmr.
than was formerly the case, forais aiso,
gratifying feature in our review. Straw-mt
ters arp now gencrally in use, and it is a go,
onica to observe with what avidity the ià
proved furmns of this machine are broughti.
by the farmîers of Hastings. )Indeed ea
improveient in agricultural implement
whicii tends to liglten labor, or make ils ai
plication more effective, whethcr the prok
tion of nati% c talent, or introduced frou oth
countries, is sure, if possessed of intriud
advantages, to neet witi abundant patronm
and wc hope to sec the day when Clod-crm
ers, Norwegiai-larrows, Grubbers, and Bob
iills, shall be as conmon in the older Toî.
ships of tic County as they are in the k
parts of England and Scotland.

While the Fariers of Hastings have W


