FOREWORD.

1493, 1 reseiz»d from
Alex. Fraser, M. A, of Toronto, =2
request that I would prepare, for
the Gaelic Socicty of that city,a pa-
per on the early Highland seltie-
ments of Middlesex county. Knowing
the difficulties, I hesitated 1o com-
ply. With constant pressis i
ties it was impossibl: (0 spend .me
in wvisiting all parts of the county,
and the old pioneers lmve so nearl:
all passed away that it is much ha:
er mow than it would have 1

or even 10 years ago, to gl

gsired information. Besides,

my own imadequacy and unworthi-
ness. But nevertheless it was ander-
taken, and in doing the best [ could,
it has been a labor of love. 1T wuas
obliged to depend mosily on corres-
pondence, and while the result in
some cases was disappointing, 1he re-
sponse has been so general and cor-
dial, thet the work has been to a
great extent the arrangement and
compilation of the material gather-
ed from all sources. If these skeich-
es have any valve the credit belongs
largely to those without whese assist
ance their preparation would have
been impossible.

The subject itself, and
of time and space made it necessary
to keep strictly within the indicateld
field. Hence very ktile reference is
made to the pioneers of other nation-
alitres, though no less worthy of
honorahle mention : the sketches are
confined almost entirely to the pion-
eer period. including roughly the
first half of the last century: and
the county of Middlesex is faken with
its present boundaries, and not as in
the pioneer days, when i covered a
much wider aren. The plan adontad
i4 to gwive first 2 general sketch of
facts and conditions, more or less an-
tirely applicahle to all the Highland
seltlements, and next, a separate and
more detailed and personal record for
ecach township. Tt has extended
considerahle jangth, even though 1
have aimed at the utmost brevity
sonsisten® with some satisfactory de-
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gree of clearness and compleienesa,

On the other hand, all the nore
important facts and names have been
given as far as I have been able 1o
ascertiin them, bt from ay bmited
opportunities I fear it may be found
that some of the worthy oid pion-
as well as many
3, have been passed over in
lence. The whole is now submiiied
with the he that, ymperfeet as il
is, it may in seome measare subserve
the intended purpose.

Al]l who have assisted in this work
merit their full share of credit, and
myv grateful acknowledgmeond are
due to D. J. Campbell, of Toronto,
for artictes, reminiscences and stor-
iettes published in “The Age” he
fruit of hiz indefdigable resaasching,
to Andrew J. Rass, of East Williams,
for a series of ollent articles on
the pioneers of his township i
Parkhill Gazetie-Review, as we
information by ‘ r., 'o Rowland
Shields, lvinston, Misz Flora Me-
Coll, Hubrey, Donaid MeMillan,
Hyde Park and D. Gathraith,
for papers prepared and sant
the pioneers af Mo<a, Weshminisier,
London and West William yrnat
respectively, to H. D. John<on, of
Strathroy, for frequent help and
ful suggestions, to . B. M«Coli,
pin, P. J. Thomus
Cameron, and Rev. Arc!

London, Denald, M M

Campbell, Caradoc, Calin

Johnson and Archie Sinclair,

John S. MeColl and Danaid Crm;
Westminster, Alex. L. Leiich, 8.
Eakins, R. R, MeDonald and lHenry
Main, Sirathrov. Johe De i1
and Johm Love, West Wiih Mrs
H. Robbins, Adelaide, and W, Har-
ker, Delawa 111 of ~al
uable and much
im also indebted
bell, Ekfri for muceh v
formation obta d during o
interview,
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