
216 THE CHRISTXÂN SL SECET 0FA Â APX'PIEY LIPI

-. ~ ~

But often, where there is no conscious sin, the soul
is still unconsciously tethered to something of earth,
and so struggles in vairt to fly. A party of my friends
once got into a boat in Norway to row around one of
the fiords there. They took their seats and began to
row vigorously, but the boat made no headway. They
put out more strength and rowed harder than before,
but all in vain; not an inch did the boat move. Then
one of the party suddenly recollected that the boat
had not been unmoored, and he exclaimed, "No
wonder we could not get away, when we were trying
to pull the whole continent of Europe after us!" And
just so our souls are often not unmoored from earthly
things. We must cut ourselves loose. As well might
an eagle try to fly with a hundred-ton weight tied
fast to its feet, as the soul try to "mount up with
wings " while a weight of earthly cares and anxieties
is holding it down to earth.

When our Lord was trying to teach Ris disciples
concerning this danger, He tld them a parable of a
great supper to which many who were invited failed
to come, because they were hindered by their earthly
cares. One had bought a piece of groùnd; another a
yoke of oxen, and a third had married a wife; and
they felt that all these things needed their care.

Wives, or oxen, or land, or even very much smaller
things, may be the cords that tether the soul from
flying, or the weights that hold it down. Let us then
cut every cord, and remove every barrier, that our
souls may find no hindrance to their mounting up
with wings as eagles to heavenly places in Christ
Jesus.

We are commanded to have our hearts filled with
songs of rejoicing, and to make inward melody to the
Lord. But unless we mount up with wings this if
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