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A% DVERSE criticism has sounded the death-knell of
A3 so many - literary productions, that I felt many
misgivings when I sent out my first book, ¢Ex-
periences of a Backwoods Preacher,” to seek 2 place in the
arena of Canadian literature. But the favorable comments
of the Press, and the hearty commendations of hundreds of
the readers of these ¢ Experiences,” have encouraged me
Mto try and produce a work that would be more worthy of
public favor than my first effort can claim to be.
- Acting on the advice of persons of large éxperience in
he book trade, I have written “Amoxe THE ForEest TREES,”
n the form of a story. The book is really a narrative of
facts and incidents, around which the imagination has been
permitted to throw some of .the draperies of fiction. But
ruth is none the less true because some fancy pictures are
ound inits surroundings. A good piece of cloth is no less
jaluable because, by coloring, it is made beautiful. And
Ithough 2 man may be as good a man in an outfit made
f sail-cloth; or of an Indian blanket, as he would be if he
ere dressed in the finest production of the weaver’s and
he tailor’s art, yet no one will say that he would be just
s presentable in the one case as in the other. So facts may
ecome more impressive, when nicely- clothed.
" In writing the following pages, three things have been
ept steadily in view. 1st. The facts and incidents must
e substantially true. 2nd. All the drapery and coloring




